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THE VANISHED BOG-IKON INDUSTRY

The "T ine  B a r r e n s ” o f  Hew J e r s e y ,  a  fa n -sh a p e d , s e c t i o n  s p r e a d in g  o v e r  
p a r ts  o f  O cean , M onmouth, B u r l in g to n ,  A t l a n t i c  and Cape May C o u n t i e s ,  i s  a  r e 
gion o f  s i l e n t  woods and  bog  l a n d ,  o f  l a z y  s tr e a m s  and  s lu g g i s h  r i v e r s .  W ith  
the  e x c e p t io n  o f  c r a n b e r r i e s  and  b l u e b e r r i e s ,  t h e  few  c ro p s  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
manage t o  w r e s t  fro m  t h e  b a r r e n  swampy la n d  b a r e l y  y i e l d  them  a l i v i n g .

Once th e s e  woods re s o u n d e d  w i th  th e  b low s o f  a x e s ,  s h o u ts  o f  workmen and
the  r in g  o f  a n v i l s ,  a s  th e  f la m e s  from  c h a r c o a l  b u r n e r s ,  f o r g e s  and  f u r n a c e s  
l ig h te d  th e  s k y .  The s t r e a m s ,  now t r i c k l i n g  o v e r  th e  f l a t  l a n d ,  ru s h e d  v i g o r 
ously enough t o  s u p p ly  w a te r  pow er f o r  t h e  w h e e ls  o f  g r i s t m i l l s ,  s a w m il ls ,  
fo rges and f u r n a c e s .  The r i v e r s ,  s h a l lo w  now and  d e s e r t e d ,  c a r r i e d  t a l l  s h ip s  
w ith heavy  c a rg o e s  on t h e i r  way t o  hew Y o rk , P h i l a d e lp h i a  and o t h e r  l a r g e  c e n 
t e r s .

H ere was t h e  home o f  th e  b o g - i r o n  i n d u s t r y  i n  New J e r s e y ,  an  i n d u s t r y
th a t  in  th e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s h i s t o r y  made t h i s  one o f  t h e  c h i e f
i ro n -p ro d u c in g  S t a t e s .  H ard  i r o n  was m ined  from  t h e  h i l l s  o f  S u sse x  and M o rr is  
C o u n tie s . The i r o n  dug from  t h e  s o i l  a lo n g  th e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  s tr e a m s  and th e  
ted s  o f  w a te r  c o u r s e s  i n  s o u th e r n  lie?/ J e r s e y  was c a l l e d  bog i r o n ,  IV hile s o T te r  
than  th e  i r o n  from  th e  n o r th e r n  h i l l s , b o g  i r o n  had  t h e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  b e in g  m ore 
e a s i ly  m ined and m ore a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  o u t s id e  m a rk e ts  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  many 
stream s t h a t  f lo w ed  fro m  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  woods t o  t h e  s e a .  Land t r a n s p o r t a 
t io n ,  d e p e n d in g  on  h o r s e -  o r  m u le -d ra w n  w a g o n s , was s lo w  and  v e r y  e x p e n s iv e .

In  t h e  v a s t  p in e  woods was a n  a lm o s t  i n e x h a u s t ib l e  s o u rc e  o f  f u e l  s u p p ly  
and t h e r e  w ere p l e n t y  o f  s tr e a m s  t o  f u r n i s h  w a te r  p o w e r. A l l  t h e  e a r l y  i r o n  
works w ere  on r i v e r s  and c r e e k s  and  i n  d e n s e ly  f o r e s t e d  r e g i o n s .  A s u c c e s s f u l  
b o g - iro n  fu rn a c e  r e q u i r e d  a t  l e a s t  2 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  t im b e r le n d  f o r  a  c o n s ta n t  
supply  o f  c h a r c o a l .  The t r a c t s  w ere  u s u a l l y  d iv id e d  i n t o  s e c t i o n s  o f  1 ,0 0 0  
a c re s  e a c h , one o f  w h ich  w ou ld  f u r n i s h  a  y e a r ’ s s u p p ly  o f  c h a r c o a l  f o r  a f u r 
n a c e . By t h e  t im e  t h e  l a s t  s e c t i o n  had  b e e n  u se d  u p , t h e  t r e e s  on t h e  f i r s t  
s e c t io n  had  grow n enough  t o  c u t .

Bog i r o n  i s  found  i n  t h e  lo w la n d s  and  meadows o f  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  S t a te  
Where th e  w a t e r s ,  t i n g e d  w i th  v e g e ta b le  m a t t e r ,  p e r c o l a t i n g  th ro u g h  b e d s  o f  
m arl o r  s t r a t a  c o n ta i n in g  i r o n  d e p o s i t s  fo rm  a  s o l u t i o n  o f  i r o n  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  
iro n  o x id e .  As th e  w a te r  em erges from  t h e  g round  and becom es e x p o sed  t o  th e  
a i r  th e  i r o n  s o l u t i o n  decom poses and le a v e s  a  r e d d i s h  muddy s lu d g e  a lo n g  th e  
banks o f  s tre a m s  o r  i n  t h e  b e d s  o f  swamps and w e t m eadow s. The p r o c e s s  goes 
on c o n t in u o u s ly .  An e x h a u s te d  bed w i l l  ren e w  i t s e l f  i n  from  20 to  40 y e a r s .
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