
S T O R I E S  o f  N e w  J e rs e y

The New J e r s e y  p la n  p r e s e n te d  by t h e  S t a t e ’ s d e le g a te s  won s u p p o r t  among 
th e  s m a l le r  s t a t e s .  I t  p ro v id e d  fo re m o s t  f o r  t h e  e q u a l  v o te  in  C o n g re ss  o f  a l l  
S t a t e s .  I t  p ro p o se d  i n c r e a s e  o f  th e  pow ers o f  C o n g re s s , e n a b l in g  i t  to  ra ise  
fu n d s  by le v y in g  d u t i e s  on im p o r ts  a t  a n y  p o r t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  by  p o s ta g e  and 
o th e r  s ta m p s , and w i th  pow er to  r e g u l a t e  commerce among t h e  S t a t e s  and with 
f o r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s .  C o n g ress  was t o  e l e c t  t h e  F e d e ra l  E x e c u tiv e  b u t  t h e  ques
t i o n  was l e f t  t o  th e  d e le g a te s  to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  t h i s  s h o u ld  be a  p r e s i d e n t  or 
a c o m m itte e . P u n ish m en t o f  o f f e n d e r s  a g a i n s t  th e  F e d e ra l  la w s , h o w ev er, was 
l e f t  to  th e  S t a t e  c o u r t s  s u b j e c t  t o  a n  a p p e a l  to  F e d e r a l  ju d g e s .

The d e b a te s  t h a t  fo llo w e d  showed th e  d a n g e r  o f  a  s p l i t  t h a t  w ould  d iv ide  
th e  S t a t e s  i n t o  two o r  more u n io n s — " w re tc h e d  f ra g m e n ts  o f  e m p ire "  a s  W ashing
to n  w ro te  o f  i t .

P a te r s o n  b o ld ly  d e c la r e d  t h a t  New J e r s e y  w ould  n e v e r  j o i n  w i th  o ther 
S t a t e s  on th e  V i r g in i a  p l a n .  He w ould  r a t h e r  s u b m it t o  a  m o n arch , t o  a  d e sp o t, 
th a n  to  s e e  h i s  S t a t e  sw allow ed  u p .

In  th e  e n d , th e  m o d e ra te  c o u n s e l  o f  B en jam in  F r a n k l in  f o r  a  compromise 
was h e e d e d . The U n ite d  S t a t e s  S e n a te  was form ed u n d e r  t h e  New J e r s e y  p la n  of 
e q u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  a l l  t h e  S t a t e s ,  so  t h a t  e a c h ,  w h e th e r  l a r g e  o r  sm all, 
to d a y  h a s  two S e n a to r s  and two v o t e s .  The in f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  s t a t e s ,  how
e v e r ,  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  House o f  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  w i th  i t s  mem
b e r s h ip  b a se d  on th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  e a c h  S t a t e .

New J e r s e y  was t h e  t h i r d  s t a t e  t o  r a t i f y  t h e  new F e d e ra l  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  
Decem ber 1 8 , 1787 .


