
S T O R I E S  o f  N ew  Je rs e y

B r e a r le y  was o b l ig e d  t o  re m a in  away from  h i s  home i n  T re n to n  much o f  t h e  time 
t o  a v o id  c a p tu r e .

He was g ran d  m a s te r  o f  th e  M asonic o r d e r  i n  hew J e r s e y  and  tw o lodges 
w ere named i n  h i s  h o n o r .  He a l s o  a id e d  i n  c o m p ilin g  th e  p r a y e r  book  p u b lish e d  
by th e  P r o t e s t a n t  E p is c o p a l  C hurch  i n  1 7 8 5 .

B r e a r le y  c o n tin u e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  a f t e r  s ig n in g  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in  
1787 . He p r e s id e d  o v e r  t h e  S t a t e  C o n v e n tio n  t h a t  r a t i f i e d  i t .  As a  p re s id e n ­
t i a l  e l e c t o r  he v o te d  f o r  W a sh in g to n , and was a p p o in te d  t o  th e- U. S . D i s t r i c t  
C o u rt i n  Hew J e r s e y .  He d ie d  a t  T re n to n  i n  1790 a t  t h e  age  o f  4 5 .

W il l ia m  H o u s to n  (1 7 4 5 -1 7 8 8 )

W illia m  C h u r c h i l l  H o u s to n , a n o th e r  New J e r s e y  d e le g a te  t o  th e  C o n s t i tu ­
t i o n a l  C o n v e n tio n , b o r a  i n  1745 i n  N o r th  C a r o l in a ,  was g r a d u a te d  a t  22 from 
P r in c e to n  and  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  becam e p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a th e m a tic s  and n a tu r a l  
p h ilo so p h y *  He was a  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  S o m e rse t C ounty  m i l i t i a  i n  17 7 6 , and a 
member o f  t h e  C o n t in e n ta l  C o n g re ss  and  t h e  New J e r s e y  C o u n c il  o f  S a f e ty  d u rin g  
th e  w a r . He was 41 when he s e rv e d  i n  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n tio n .

H o u sto n  was a d m it te d  t o  t h e  b a r  i n  1781 and becam e c l e r k  o f  t h e  Supreme 
C o u r t  o f  New J e r s e y ,a n d  r e c e i v e r  o f  C o n t in e n ta l  t a x e s  a t  T re n to n  1782 t o  1785. 
T h ere  he p r a c t i c e d  law  and  was a g e n t  f o r  th e  s a l e  o f  some H u n te rd o n  County 
la n d s  o f  t h e  B a in b r id g e  f a m i ly .  W h ile  s e r v in g  a  se co n d  te rm  i n  C o n g re s s , 1784- 
5 , he becam e i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Jo h n  F i t c h ' s  p r o p o s a l  t o  b u i l d  a  s te a m b o a t .  I t  was 
p ro b a b ly  th ro u g h  h i s  a rra n g e m e n t t h a t  t h e  d e le g a te s  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con­
v e n t io n  saw a  s u c c e s s f u l  t r i a l  o f  F i t c h ' s  c r a f t .  H o u sto n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  Conven­
t i o n  o n ly  a s h o r t  t im e ,  a l th o u g h  he  had  b e e n  v e ry  a c t i v e  i n  th e  p r e l im in a r y  
p r o c e e d in g s .  111 h e a l t h  c a u se d  him  t o  le a v e  th e  C o n v e n tio n  b e f o r e  s ig n in g  the  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  b u t  he s ig n e d  th e  r e p o r t  t o  th e  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The c a u se  of 
h i s  d e p a r tu r e  was p r o b a b ly  an  a t t a c k  o f  t u b e r c u l o s i s .  He s t a r t e d  s o u th ,  hu t 
d ie d  on th e  way i n  1788 ,

W ill ia m  P a te r s o n  (1 7 4 5 -1 8 0 6 )

In  New B runsw ick  a  t a b l e t  on a  b u s in e s s  b u i ld i n g  a t  307 B u rn e t S t r e e t  
m arks th e  s i t e  o f  t h e  d w e l l in g  o f  ’W illia m  P a te r s o n  from  1784 t o  1 8 0 6 . P a te r s o n  
h e ld  many p o s i t i o n s  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n .  He had  b e e n  a  member o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n tio n  o f  1776 and  s e rv e d  a s  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  t h e  S t a t e  th ro u g h
th e  t r o u b le d  w ar y e a r s  from  1776 to  1 7 8 3 ,s u p p o r t in g  G o v ern o r L iv in g s to n  i n  h is  
s t r u g g l e  t o  r i d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  t h e  enemy a t  home— t h e  T o r i e s .  He was a  C o n s t i­
t u t i o n a l  d e le g a te  a t  4 2 . He becam e U n ite d  S t a t e s  S e n a to r  i n  1789 and succeeded
L iv in g s to n  a s  G overnor i n  1 7 9 0 .He s e rv e d  a s  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  U .S .S uprem e C o u r t, 
1793 t o  1806 .

P a t e r s o n ,  b o r a  i n  A n tr im , I r e l a n d ,  i n  1 7 4 5 , was b r o u g h t  t o  D elaw are  two 
y e a r s  l a t e r .  S u b s e q u e n tly  r e a l  e s t a t e  p r o f i t s  i n  S o m e rv i l le  e n a b le d  h i s  fa ­
t h e r  t o  send  him  t o  P r in c e t o n ,  from  w h ic h  he was g r a d u a te d  i n  1 7 6 3 , He read  
law  w i th  R ic h a rd  S to c k to n ,  a  New J e r s e y  s ig n e r  o f  t h e  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d ep en ­
d e n c e , r e c e iv e d  an  If.A . d e g re e  from  P r in o e to n  i n  17 6 6 , and w ith  o t h e r  s tu d e n ts  
fo u n d ed  th e  W ell M eaning S o c i e t y ,  r e v iv e d  i n  1769 a s  t h e  C l io s o p h io  S o c ie ty ,


