
S T O R I E S  o f  N ew  Je rs e y

J o n a th a n  D ay ton  was a  member o f  C o n g re ss  fro m  1790 t o  1 7 9 9 , s e r v in g  a s  
Speaker th e  l a s t  f o u r  y e a r s .  I n  1799 h e  was e l e c t e d  S e n a to r  and s e rv e d  one 
term . 'When w ar w i th  F ra n c e  was im m in en t h e  was co m m iss io n ed  a  b r i g a d i e r  gen
e ra l  by P r e s i d e n t  Adams. He was a c lo s e  f r i e n d  o f  A aron  B u r r ,  and  w hen B u rr  
was t r i e d  f o r  c o n s p i r a c y  i n  18 0 7 , D a y to n , a l th o u g h  n o t  i n v o lv e d ,  s u f f e r e d  from  
the  r e p e r c u s s io n s .

In  1824 he e n t e r t a i n e d  L a f a y e t t e  o v e r n ig h t  a t  Boxwood H a l l ,  h i s  home i n  
E l iz a b e th .  D a y to n ’ s d e a th  t h e r e  a  few  d a y s  l a t e r  a t  64 was a s c r i b e d  t o  e x h a u s 
t io n  fo llo w in g  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s .  Up t o  t h e  end  he  r e t a i n e d  C o lo n ia l  d r e s s  and 
m anners, and was known a s  t h e  " l a s t  o f  t h e  c o ck ed  h a t s , "  Boxwood H a l l  i s  now 
a home f o r  aged  women a t  1073 F a s t  J e r s e y  S t . ,  E l i z a b e t h .  I t  was t h e  r e s id e n c e  
du ring  th e  R e v o lu t io n  o f  E l i a s  B o u d in o t ,P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  C o n t in e n ta l  C o n g re s s , 
and was s o ld  l a t e r  t o  D ay to n .

D av id B r e a r l ey  ( 17 4 5 -1 7 9 0 )

David B r e a r le y  l i e s  b u r ie d  i n  T re n to n  i n  S t .  M ic h a e l ’ s P r o t e s t a n t  E p is c o 
pal G raveyard  a t  N o rth  W arren  and P e r r y  S t r e e t s .  He was 42 y e a r s  o ld  when 
named a d e l e g a t e .  B r e a r l e y ,  b o m  a t  S p r in g  G rove n e a r  T r e n to n  i n  1745,i s  b e s t
known as  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  New J e r s e y  Suprem e C o u r t  from  1779 t o  1 7 8 9 , He
made th e  f i r s t  s p e e c h  f o r  t h e  New J e r s e y  d e l e g a t i o n  p r o p o s in g  t h e  p l a n  f o r  e -  
qual r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  He ev en  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a l l  e x i s t i n g  S t a t e  b o u n d a r ie s  be
e ra s e d ,a n d  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  c o u n tr y  be d iv id e d  i n t o  t h i r t e e n  e q u a l  p a r t s .  P i e r c e
o f G eorg ia  s a id  o f  B r e a r le y  t h a t  "As a n  O r a to r  he  h a s  l i t t l e  t o  b o a s t  o f ,  b u t
as a Man he  h a s  e v e ry  v i r t u e  t o  recommend h im ."

B e fo re  h i s  a d m is s io n  t o  t h e  b a r  i n  
1767 B r e a r l e y  had  b e e n  a  law  s tu d e n t  and  
c l e r k  i n  t h e  ivlewark o f f i c e  o f  E l i a s  and  
E l i s h a  B o u d in o t .  B r e a r le y  a b s o rb e d  t h e i r  
o u tsp o k e n  s p i r i t  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  B r i t i s h  
r u l e  i n  t h e  C o lo n ie s .  He becam e S u r ro g a te  
o f  H u n te rd o n  C oun ty  i n  1 7 7 1 . A t t h e  o u t 
b re a k  o f  t h e  R e v o lu t io n  i n  1775 he  was a r 
r e s t e d  on a  T o ry  c h a rg e  o f  h ig h  t r e a s o n  
b e c a u s e  o f h is  z e a lo u s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c a u se  
o f  t h e  C o l o n i s t s .  He was r e s c u e d  and r e 
l e a s e d  by h i s  n e ig h b o r s .  He a t  once ob
t a i n e d  a  co m m issio n  a s  a c a p t a i n  i n  th e  
s e c o n d  New J e r s e y  R eg im en t o f  t h e  C o n tin 
e n t a l  L in e ,  l a t e r  b e in g  p ro m o ted  t o  l i e u 
t e n a n t  c o l o n e l .  He was s e r v in g  w ith  t h e  
F i r s t  New J e r s e y  R eg im en t a g a i n s t  t h e  In 
d ia n s  i n  t h e  Wyoming "V alley  i n  1779 when 
he  was a p p o in te d  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Su
prem e C o u r t  o f  New J e r s e y .  He s e rv e d  a s  a 
member o f  t h e  c o m m itte e  o f  t h e  C o n t in e n ta l  
C o n g re ss  t h a t  d r a f t e d  t h e  A r t i c l e s  o f  Con
f e d e r a t i o n  w h ich  g o v e rn e d  t h e  C o lo n ie s  
from  1781 t o  1 7 8 9 . A rew a rd  o f  tlO O  was 
o f f e r e d  by th e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t f o r  th e  
a r r e s t  o f  an y  member o f  t h a t  c o n v e n t io n .

The B r e a r le y  m ark e r  i n  S a i n t  
M ic h a e l’ s P r o t e s t a n t  E p is c o p a l  

G ra v e y a rd , T ren to r...


