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J o n a th a n  D ayton  (1 7 6 0 -1 8 2 4 )

J o n a th a n  D ay to n , y o u n g e s t  member o f  th e  C o n v e n tio n , was o n ly  27 y e a r s  old 
when he h e lp e d  t o  fram e th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  B orn i n  E l i z a b e th ,h e  had  b e e n  grad
u a te d  from  P r in c e to n  a t  16 i n  1 7 7 6 , an d  h u r r i e d  i n t o  th e  a  m y ,  s e r v in g  through
o u t  t h e  w ar and becom ing p a y m a s te r*  L a te r  he s p e c u la te d  i n  l a n d ,  bonds and
c u r r e n c y .  D ay to n , O h io , s c e n e  o f  one o f  h i s  v e n t u r e s ,  was named f o r  h im .

A bout 1783 he h e lp e d  m anage a  ] u e ry  t o  r a i s e  money t o  f i n i s h  P re sb y te 
r i a n  c h u rc h  b u i ld in g s  i n  E l i z a b e th  an a  New B ru n sw ic k . In  1787 J o n a th a n ’ s fa
t h e r ,  B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l E l i a s  D ay to n , was named a  d e le g a te  t o  t h e  C onvention , 
b u t  r e s ig n e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  h i s  s o n .

Boxwood H a l l ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  once t h e  home o f  J o n a th a n  D ay to n , now a
home f o r  ag ed  women.


