
S T O R I E S  o f  N ew  Je rse y

t o  th e  h i l l s  o f  th e  i n t e r i o r ,  t o  e s c a p e  in v a d in g  s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  Crown. As 
c h a n c e l lo r  o r  c h i e f  ju d g e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o u r t , a n  o f f i c e  h e ld  by  t h e  G overnor, 
he u p h e ld  th e  m ea su res  c o n f i s c a t i n g  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h o s e  New J e r s e y  r e s id e n ts  
who a d h e re d  t o  th e  King* When in d e p e n d e n c e  was d e c la r e d  and  a  new S t a t e  Gov­
ernm en t was c r e a te d  he becam e i t s  h e a d , r e p l a c i n g  t h e  l a s t  R oyal G overnor, 
W illia m  F r a n k l in ,  son  o f  th e  g r e a t  B en jam in .

T here  i s  a  s to r y  t o l d  o f  one r a i d  or ( o v e m o r  L i v in g s t o n ’ s h o u s e , i n  which 
th e  q u ic k  w i t  and charm  o f  h i s  d a u g h te r  .u s a n  a v e r t e d  a  s e r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n .  The 
B r i t i s h  w ere  a b o u t  t o  s e a r c h  a  s e c r e t a r y  c o n ta in in g  im p o r ta n t  p a p e r s .  Susan 
p ro m ised  t o  show them  w here s e c r e t  docum en ts w ere  h id d e n  i f  th e y  w ou ld  leave 
th e  d e sk  u n to u c h e d , im p ly in g  t h a t  i t  h e ld  some v e r y  p r i v a t e  p a p e rs  o f  h e rs .T h e  
R e d c o a ts ,  b e tr a y e d  by t h e i r  g a l l a n t r y ,  w ere  hoodw inked  i n t o  a c c e p t in g  a  sheaf 
o f  o ld  law  b r i e f s .

L iv in g s to n ,  b o rn  a t  A lbany  i n  1723 o f  a  p ro m in e n t New Y ork  f a m i ly ,  was 
g ra d u a te d  from  Y a le ,  and was a d m it te d  t o  th e  b a r  i n  17 4 8 . W hile  p r a c t i c i n g  law 
i n  New Y ork C i ty  he jo in e d  a  g ro u p  o p p o s in g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  C hurch  o f  E ng land  th e -  
o o ra o y  and B r i t i s h  d o m in a tio n . He was e d i t o r  o f  th e  In d e p e n d e n t  R e f le c to r  es­
t a b l i s h e d  by Jam es P a rk e r  a t  W o o d b rid g e , N. J . ,  i n  1752 ; a  p u b l i c a t i o n  which 
t h a t  p r i n t e r  r e f u s e d  t o  h a n d le  a f t e r  52 i s s u e s , f e a r i n g  R o y a l o f f i c i a l s . L i v i n g ­
s to n  th e n  e d i t e d  th e  W atch Tower colum n i n  th e  New Y ork  M e rc u ry . f r e q u e n t ly  
w r i t i n g  u n d e r su ch  pseudonym s a s  Z .B .X .,  Z .Z . ,  and B'.X.A. A t t h a t  t im e ,  ac­
c o rd in g  t o  one a u t h o r i t y ,  th e  p r o v in c e  o f  New Y ork h ad  fe w e r  t h a n  a  s c o re  of 
c o l l e g e  g r a d u a te s ,  among whom w ere  L iv in g s to n  and  h i s  t h r e e  e l d e r  b r o t h e r s .  In 
1772 , a s k in g  to  be d e l i v e r e d ,  a s  h e  p u t  i t ,

From l a d i e s ,  l a p - d o g s ,  c o u r t i e r s ,  g a r t e r s ,  s t a r s .
F o p s , f i d d l e r s ,  t y r a n t s ,  e m p e ro rs , and c z a r s ,

he b u i l t  on h i s  la n d  i n  E l i z a b e th ,  L ib e r ty  H a l l ,  so  named f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a ­
s o n s .  S e v e ra l  y e a r s  p r e v io u s ly  he had  b o u g h t a b o u t  120 a c r e s  t o  d e v o te  t o  h is  
hobby o f  f r u i t  g ro w in g , and had  im p o r te d  t r e e s  from  E n g lan d  u n t i l  he  had  65 
v a r i e t i e s  o f  p e a r s ,  p lu m s , c h e r r i e s ,  p e a c h e s  and  a p p l e s .  H is  d a u g h te r s ,  the  
t h r e e  " L iv in g s to n  G r a c e s ,"  th e  b e s t  known o f  h i s  13 c h i l d r e n ,  soon  made the 
p la o e  a r e s o r t  f o r  t h e  v e r y  c l a s s  he had  sh u n n e d . I n  1774 th e  h o u se  was the 
sc e n e  o f  th e  w edding  o f  S a l ly  L iv in g s to n  t o  Jo h n  J a y ,  a l r e a d y  one o f  t h e  prom­
i n e n t  men o f  t h e  C o lo n ie s .

A t L ib e r ty  H a l l  L iv in g s to n  e n t e r t a i n e d  a  t a l e n t e d  y o u th  from  t h e  W est In ­
d i e s ,  A le x a n d e r  H a m ilto n , who l i v e d  w i th  h im  a  few  y e a r s  p r e p a r in g  f o r  c o l le g e  
a t  an  academ y i n  E l i z a b e th .

A t P a r s ip p a n y  on P a r s ip p a n y  Road i s  t h e  B e n n e tt  H o u se , a  p r i v a t e  home, 
w here G overno r L iv in g s to n  l i v e d  w h i le  a v o id in g  t h e  enemy e.'t E l i z a b e t h .  The 
r e a r  o f  t h e  h o u s e , moved a c r o s s  t h e  r o a d ,  now form s h a l f  o f' a n o th e r  b u i l d i n g .

A t -the end o f  th e  w ar t h e  G overno r r e tu r n e d  from  h i s  r e t r e a t  a t  P a rs ip p a n y  
t o  L ib e r ty  H a l l ,  a l th o u g h  c o m p la in in g  t h a t  t h e  tow n w as f u l l  o f  "unrecommended 
s t r a n g e r s ,  g u i l t y - l o o k i n g  T o r i e s ,  and  v e ry  k n a v is h  W h ig s ."  He had  a o q u ir e d  two 
n ic k n a m e s : R iv in g to n ’ s R oyal G a z e t te  h ad  c a l l e d  h im  "Don Q u ix o te  o f  t h e  J e r ­
s e y s , "  w h i le  h i s  p ro m in e n t t h in n e s s  and  h e ig h t  had. i n s p i r e d  a  New Y ork  b e l l e  
t o  dub him  "The W hipping  P o s t . "


