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S T O R I E S  o f  N e w  J e r s e y
P R E P A R E D  F O R  U S E  I N  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  B Y  T H E

F E D E R A L  W R I T E R S ’ P R O J E C T  o f  th e  W O R K S  P R O G R E S S  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

1060 Broad Street, N ew ark, N ew  Jersey

THE FEDERAL COimSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1787 

AMD TIIB NEW JERSEY DELEGATES

One h u n d red  and  f i f t y  y e a r s  ag o — Kay 1 4 , 1787— a  c o n v e n tio n  made up o f  
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  from. 12 o f  t h e  13 S t a t e s  a s se m b le d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  H ouse a t  P h i l 
a d e lp h ia  " f o r  t h e  s o le  and  e x p re s s  p u rp o s e  o f  r e v i s i n g  t h e  A r t i c l e s  o f  C onfed
e r a t i o n ."  Rhode I s l a n d  a lo n e  d id  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  C o n v e n tio n . A t th e  
end o f  16 w eeks o f  w ork and s p i r i t e d  d e b a te — S ep tem b er 1 7 , 1787— t h i s  g ro u p  o f  
55 men had  w r i t t e n  a  new law  o f  t h e  la n d :  The F e d e r a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  A y e a r  and 
a h a l f  l a t e r  t h e  law  w e n t i n t o  e f f e c t  and  to d a y ,w i th  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  21 amend
m ents, i t  s t i l l  f u n c t i o n s .

The v a r io u s  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  p ic k e d  d e le g a t e s  w i th  c a r e ;  th e y  s e n t  men 
w ith  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  C o lo n ia l  and S t a t e  g o v e rn m e n ts , C ongressm en  and la w y e r s .  
Most o f  th e  members w ere  l a r g e  la n d o w n e rs , w h ich  h a s  c a u se d  many p e o p le  t o  
th in k  t h a t  th e y  d rew  up a docum ent t h a t  w ould w ork t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p ro p 
e r t i e d  c l a s s e s .  O th e rs  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  w ere  su p e rm e n , m o tiv a te d  en
t i r e l y  by th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e .  C e r t a i n l y  th e y  w ere  a n  u n u s u a l  
group o f  men p o s s e s s e d  o f  h ig h  i n t e l l e c t ,  much common s e n s e ,  and  e n l ig h te n e d  
v i s io n .

The Hew J e r s e y  D e le g a te s

The S t a te  o f  hew J e r s e y  was r e p r e s e n te d  by  i t s  w a rtim e  G o v e rn o r, W illia m  
L iv in g s to n ;  a fo rm e r A t to rn e y  G e n e r a l ,W il l ia m  P a te r s o n ;  a C h ie f  J u s t i c e  o f  th e  
S ta te  Supreme C o u r t ,  D avid  B r e a r l e y ;  a P r in c e to n  p r o f e s s o r ,  W il l ia m  C h u r c h i l l  
H ouston; and a  R e v o lu tio n a ry ' Army p a y m a s te r ,  J o n a th a n  D a y to n . Of t h e  f i v e ,  
Houston becam e i l l  d u r in g  th e  C o n v e n tio n  and  was u n a b le  t o  r e m a in .

Two o t h e r s  named a s  d e le g a te s  w ere  u n a b le  t o  s e r v e .  They w ere  Abraham  
C lark  o f  Rahway, s u rv e y o r  and  s ig n e r  o f  t h e  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , and 
John N e i ls o n ,  m e rc h a n t o f  Mew B ru n sw ic k , who had  commanded a  r e g im e n t  o f  New 
J e rs e y  m i l i t i a  i n  t h e  w a r .

W il lia m  L iv in g s to n  (1 7 2 5 -1 7 9 0 )

L iv in g s to n ,  t h e  s e n io r  d e le g a te ,w a s  t h e n  64 y e a r s  o l d .  He had  g a in e d  th e  
h a tre d  o f  B r i t i s h  and T o r ie s  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  C o lo n ie s  w h ile  G o v ern o r o f  
th e  S t a te  d u r in g  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  and  e a r l i e r  a s  a member o f  th e  C o n t in e n ta l  Con
g re ss .H e  had  b e e n  c o m p e lle d  t o  f l e e  s e v e r a l  t im e s  from  h i s  home n e a r  E l i z a b e th


