
S T O R I E S  o f  N ew  J e rs e y

th a t  s u p p o rt  th e  G eorge W a sh in g to n  B r id g e ,  A f t e r  b e in g  a d j u s t e d  t o  a  sa g  t h a t  
would d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  lo a d ,  t h e  s t r a n d s  w ere  bound t o g e t h e r  i n t o  s o l i d  c y l i n 
ders each  c o n ta in in g  2 6 ,4 7 4  w i r e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c a b le s  t h e r e  a r e  35 
m iles o f  s u s p e n d e r  r o p e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a b o u t  1 0 ,0 0 0  m i le s  o f  w i r e .  A l t o g e t h e r  
the w ire s  u se d  i n  t h e  G eorge W a sh in g to n  B r id g e  w ou ld  r e a c h  n e a r l y  f i v e  t im e s  
around th e  w o r ld .  W ire  ro p e  and  p a r a l l e l  w i r e  c a b le s  s h o u ld  n o t  be c o n f u s e d .  
There i s  no t w i s t  i n  t h e  c a b le s  t h a t  s u s t a i n  b r id g e s  a s  t h e r e  i s  i n  a  w ir e  
rope.

A S e c t io n  o f  W ire  Rope Show ing T w is te d  C o n s t r u c t io n

The R o e b lin g  h e a d q u a r te r s  a r e  i n  T re n to n ,w h e re  t h e r e  a r e  tw o g r e a t  p l a n t s .  
The m ain one c o v e rs  o v e r  35 a c r e s .  The se c o n d  l i e s  a  h a l f  m ile  f a r t h e r  s o u th .  
At th e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y ,  when th e  company c o u ld  crow d no  m ore b u i ld i n g s  on 
i t s  T re n to n  a c r e a g e ,  i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a b o u t  t e n  m i le s  b e lo w  T re n to n  t h e  tow n  o f  
R oeb ling , w here i t  owns o v e r  200 a c r e s .  A l l  t o l d ,  t h e r e  a r e  m ore t h a n  a  hun
dred b u i ld in g s  i n  t h e  t h r e e  p l a n t s ,  many o f  t h e s e  o f  im m ense s i z e  and  m anufac
tu r in g  c a p a c i ty ,  a l l  d e v o te d  t o  m ak ing  one o f  t h e  g r e a t  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  t h i s  
age—w ir e ,
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