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’"b ile  men w o rk in g  i n  t h e  c a i s s o n  dug o u t  t h e  e a r t h  u n d e r n e a th ,  o t h e r s  i n  
the open a i r  on to p  o f  th e  c a i s s o n  l a i d  t h e  m ason ry  o f  t h e  t o w e r s .  On th e  
Brooklyn s id e  th e  c a i s s o n  was su n k  a b o u t  50 f e e t .  On t h e  New Y ork  s id e  i t  was 
n ecessa ry  t o  go down a b o u t  90 f e e t  to  bed  r o c k .  More t h a n  a  h u n d re d  men w ere 
c o p i e d ,  many f a t a l l y ,  by t h e  d re a d e d  " c a i s s o n  d i s e a s e , "  o r  " b e n d s ,"  d u r in g
c o n s tru c t io n ,

W ash ing ton  R o e b lin g  s p e n t  much o f  h i s  t im e  i n  t h e  c a i s s o n  c h a m b e rs . One 
day he was c a r r i e d  o u t  u n c o n s c io u s  fro m  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  " b e n d s ,"  H is  s p e e c h  
was eone. A f t e r  t h a t  he had  t o  w r i t e  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s .  By 
the end o f  1872 he  was a n  i n v a l i d  and  u n a b le  t o  v i s i t  t h e  b r i d g e .  From t h a t  
time u n t i l  i t  was f i n i s h e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  s i x  m onths a b ro a d  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e 
gain h i s  h e a l t h ,  he  d i r e c t e d  th e  w ork fro m  h i s  home i n  B ro o k ly n ,iD

W ith t h e  a id  o f  a  t e l e s c o p e  he  c o u ld  se e  th e  men a t  w ork and th e  dream  
tak in g  sh a p e — a  symphony i n  s t e e l ,  s to n e  and c o n c r e te — th e  l o n g e s t  s u s p e n s io n  
b ridge  i n  t h e  w o r ld .  And t h e n  one day i n  1 8 8 3 ,w i th  t h e  su n  s h i n i n g , t h e  w a te r s  
o f th e  r i v e r  c h u rn e d  up by c r a f t  o f  a l l  k i n d s ,  a  g ro u p  o f  d i g n i t a r i e s  g a th e r e d  
in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  b r id g e  and th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  C h e s te r  A, 
A rth u r, made th e  d e d ic a t i o n  a d d r e s s ,

W ash in g to n  R o e b lin g  s a t  i n  h i s  w indow , t h e  t e l e s c o p e  h e ld  c lo s e  t o  h i s  
eyes, w a tc h in g  th e  c e re m o n ie s .  When th e  b r e e z e  s h i f t e d  he  c o u ld  h e a r  th e  
e x c ite d  t o o t i n g  o f  t h e  r i v e r  c r a f t  and th e  b l a r i n g  o f  th e  b a n d s .  A t l a s t  I


