
S T O R I E S  o f  N ew  Je rs e y

In  May 1867 a c h a r t e r  was g r a n te d  and Jo h n  R o e b lin g  was a p p o in te d  C hief 
E n g in e e r .  But he was n o t  t o  s e e  th e  c o m p le t io n , o r  e v e n  th e  s t a r t i n g  o f  what 
he c o n s id e r e d  w ould be h i s  c ro w n in g  a c h ie v e m e n t . On Ju n e  2 8 ,1 8 6 9 , M r. R oeb ling  
was s ta n d in g  on a  c l u s t e r  o f  p i l e s  a t  th e  P u l to n  F e r ry  S l i p ,  B ro o k ly n , f ix in g
th e  l o c a t io n  f o r  t h e  p ro p o se d  to w e r .  He f a i l e d  t o  s e e  a  f e r r y  b o a t  b e f o r e  i t
c ra s h e d  i n t o  th e  p i l i n g .  One o f  h i s  f e e t  was c r u s h e d ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  th e  ampu
t a t i o n  o f  some o f  h i s  t o e s .  T e ta n u s  s e t  i n  and on J u ly  22 , a s  he  n e a re d  h is
63 rd  b i r t h d a y ,  he  d i e d .

B ro o k ly n  B r id g e  (1 8 8 3 )

C o lo n e l W ash in g to n  A u g u stu s  R o e b l in g ,h i s  so n  and  a s s o c i a t e ,  was a p p o in te d  
t o  su c ce e d  h im . I t  was J a n u a ry  1870 b e f o r e  a c t u a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was s t a r t e d .  
A scow  w i th  a  c o i l  o f  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  in c h  w ire  ro p e  was m oored a lo n g s id e  th e  
B ro o k ly n  to w e r and th e  end o f  t h e  c o i l  h o i s t e d  t o  t h e  t o p ,  p a s s e d  down on th e
la n d  s i d e , t h e n  c a r r i e d  b a c k . The scow  was t h e n  tow ed t o  t h e  New Y ork  s id e  and
th e  ro p e  c a r r i e d  o v e r  t h a t  to w e r  and  wound on a  huge drum  t i l l  i t  hung  above 
th e  r i v e r .  A seco n d  w ire  ro p e  was ru n  i n  th e  same m anner and th e  two were 
jo in e d  a ro u n d  huge d r iv i n g  w h e e ls  o r  p u l l e y s  a t  e a c h  e n d . An e n d le s s  w ir e  rope  
" t r a v e l e r , ” r e v o lv in g  by s te a m  p o w er, now s t r e t c h e d  fro m  c i t y  t o  c i t y .

One day  in  A ugust 1870 t h e  h a n g in g  o f  t h e  c a b le  was s t a r t e d  by a  man on
t h i s  s l e n d e r  a e r i a l .  I n  a  " b o su n ’ s c h a i r , "  he  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  t r a v e l e r  from  th e
to p  o f  th e  B ro o k ly n  to w e r  down t h e  lo n g  sa g  and  up t o  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  New Y ork 
to w e r  w h ile  a m i l l i o n  p e o p le  g a z ed  i n  w o n d e r, b an d s  p la y e d ,  and b o a t  w h i s t l e s  
s h r i e k e d .

The B ro o k ly n  B rid g e  p r o j e c t  in t r o d u c e d  s e v e r a l  i n n o v a t io n s  i n  c o n s t r u c 
t i o n ,  The f o u n d a t io n s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  to w e rs  w ere  b u i l t  by t h e  c a i s s o n  m eth o d .


