
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

"In d e e d , f o r  w hat?"

"On th e p assag e o f  y o u r h i l l , "

H er fa t h e r  had w a ite d  i n  th e Senate g a l l e r y  t i l l  th e  end o f  th e  s e ssio n  
when, to  e v e ry o n e ’ s s u r p r is e ,  $ 3 0 ,0 0 0  had been a p p ro p ria t e d  f o r  th e c o n s tru c 
t io n  o f  th e l i n e  between W ashington and B a lt im o r e , M orse was so e la t e d  t h a t  he 
prom ised th e  young woman to  l e t  h e r  send th e  f i r s t  m essage.

Work was s t a r t e d  a t  o n ce . T here w ere no p re c e d e n ts  to  go b y , E v e ry  move 
was a p io n e e r  s t e p .  T w o -th ird s  o f  th e  a p p r o p r ia t io n  was e xh au sted  i n  u s in g  un
derground w ire s  b e fo re  t h i s  method was found u n w o rk a b le , b e ca u se  o f  f a u lt y  in 
s u la t io n ,  F ig h t in g  a g a in s t  th e  lo s s  o f  tim e and money, th e w ire  was hung be
tween t a l l  p o le s .  The n e ck s o f  b o t t le s  w ere used f o r  i n s u l a t io n  a t  th e  p o le s .  
T h is  id e a  was c o n t r ib u t e d  by E z ra  C o r n e l l ,  m e ch a n ic, in v e n t o r ,  p ro m o te r, and 
b u s in e s s  man, who l a t e r  founded th e  g r e a t  u n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  b e a rs  h i s  name.

On May 24, 1844, th e  day o f  th e  d e m o n stra tio n , M orse s a t  a t  th e t ra n s m it 
t e r  in  th e  Supreme C o u rt  room o f  th e  C a p it o l j  V a i l  w a ite d  a t  th e  r e c e iv in g  end 
i n  B a lt im o re , A n n ie E lls w o rth ,h a n d e d  M orse th e  m essage, "What h a th  God Wrought" 
whioh he t ic k e d  out on th e  k e y . I n  a few  moments the r e c e i v e r  c l ic k e d  o u t the 
same m essage. The t e le g r a p h  was a s u c c e s s ,

Morse o f f e r e d  h i s  in v e n t io n  to  the governm ent f o r  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 , b u t th e o f f e r  
was r e f u s e d . However, $ 8 ,0 0 0  was v o te d  to  m a in t a in  th e  40 m ile  l i n e  a lre a d y  
c o n s t ru c t e d .

Morse th en o rg a n iz e d  th e  M a g n e tic T e le g ra p h  Company, O ther com panies came 
in t o  th e  f i e l d  j p a te n ts  were in f r in g e d  upon, Morse sp en t many days i n  c o u rt  
d e fe n d in g  h is  p a t e n t s .

F i n a l l y  i n  1856 th e  W estern  U nion T e le g ra p h  Company,merged w it h  th e  Morse 
in t e r e s t s  and to o k  o v e r a l l  th e  com peting s m a ll oom panies. L in e s  w ere stru n g  
a c r o s s  th e  c o n t in e n t  to  th e  w est c o a s t  and th e t e le g r a p h  began to  p la y  i t s  
p a r t  i n  th e developm ent o f  th e  n a t io n .

One o f  th e  two in stru m e n ts  used by Morse and V a i l  i n  t h e i r  e x p erim e n t at  
M o rristo w n  i s  now i n  th e  M e t r o p o lit a n  Museum o f  A r t  i n  New Y o rk ,
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