
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

years o f  age he had been made manager o f  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s b u s in e s s .  A t th e  end o f  
f iv e  y e a r s ,  h o w ever, he d e c id e d  to  abandon th e  f i e l d  o f  m e ch a n ics t o  p re p a re  
h im s e lf f o r  th e  m in i s t r y .  He e n r o lle d  a s  a s tu d e n t  a t  th e  U n iv e r s it y  o f  th e  
C ity  o f  New Y o rk , g ra d u a t in g  i n  1 8 3 6 . On Septem ber 2 3 , 1837 M orse gave a dem
o n stra tio n  o f  h i s  t e le g r a p h  in s tru m e n t b e fo r e  a group o f  s t u d e n t s .  A lf r e d  V a i l  
was p re s e n t  and was so im p re sse d  w it h  th e  p r a c t i b i l i t y  o f  th e  in v e n t io n  t h a t  
he induced h i s  f a t h e r  to  advan ce $ 2 ,0 0 0  to  c o v e r  th e  expense o f  p e r f e c t in g  th e  
in stru m en t.

Morse and V a i l  e n te re d  in t o  a c o n t r a c t  u n d e r th e  term s o f  w h ich  V a i l  was 
to g iv e  h i s  s e r v i c e s ,  $ 2 ,0 0 0  i n  c a s h , and th e  u se o f  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s shop i n  r e 
tu rn  f o r  o n e -q u a rte r  o f  th e  A m erican  r o y a l t i e s  and o n e - h a lf  o f  th e  f o r e ig n  i n 
t e r e s t .  V a i l  r e t i r e d  to  h i s  shop i n  th e  y a rd  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s i r o n  w orks and 
a p p lie d  h im s e lf  t o  w o rk in g  o u t m e c h a n ic a l im provem ents on th e  M orse in s t ru m e n t .

On Ja n u a ry  6 , 1838 M orse and V a i l  gave a d e m o n stra tio n  t o  p ro v e  t o  Judge  
V a il and h i s  f r ie n d s  t h a t  he was n o t  w a s tin g  h i s  money on a u s e le s s  t o y .  Work
ers i n  th e  i r o n  w orks and p e o p le  from  th e  s u rro u n d in g  d i s t r i c t s  w ere i n v i t e d .  
Three m ile s  o f  w ir e  w ere s t r e t c h e d  a lo n g  th e  w a lls  o f  th e  shop, w it h  an e le c 
tro-m agnet r e c e iv in g  in s tru m e n t a tta c h e d  to  one end , and a se n d in g  a p p a ra tu s  
to the o t h e r . The s e n d in g  in s tru m e n t was a s im p le  a f f a i r .  A s p r in g  r a is e d  a 
metal knob o v e r a n o th e r m e ta l knob a tta c h e d  to  a b o a rd . When th e  p r e s s u r e  was 
used on th e to p  knob, i t  made c o n t a c t  w it h  th e  lo w e r one and th e  c i r c u i t  was 
com pleted. When th e  p r e s s u r e  was rem oved, th e  c i r c u i t  was b ro k e n .

The now famous m essage "A p a t ie n t  w a it e r  i s  no l o s e r "  was f la s h e d  a lo n g  
the w ire  from  one in s t ru m e n t  to  th e  o t h e r  by th e  d o t and d ash a lp h a b e t— th e  
Morse code as i t  i s  i n  u se  t o d a y . The l i t t l e  shop was f i l l e d  w it h  j u b i l a t i o n  
at the s u c c e s s  o f  th e  e x p e rim e n t, b u t  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  no one t h e r e  fo re sa w  
the wide ran g e o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a ch iev em e n t t h a t  was to  fo llo w ^— t r a n s - A t l a n t i c  
cab les and w i r e l e s s ,  and f o llo w in g  them r a d io  and t e l e v i s i o n .

To c o n v in c e  th e  p u b l ic  o f  th e  p r a c t i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  t e le g r a p h  i t  
was n e c e s s a ry  t o  g iv e  a d e m o n stra tio n  c o v e r in g  two d is t a n t  p o in t s .  I t  was n o t  
enough to  send a  message from one room to  a n o th e r o r  even from  one house t o  an
o th er. I t  had t o  be shown t h a t  a message o o u ld  be s e n t  o v e r  a w ir e ,  no m a tte r  
how g re a t  i t s  le n g t h .

A g a in  and a g a in  C o n g re ss was p e t it io n e d  f o r  a s u b s id y  to  p e rm it  b u i ld in g  
a t e le g ra p h  l i n e  between B a lt im o re  and W ash ington b u t each  tim e  i t  was p re s e n t 
ed the b i l l  d ie d  i n  co m m ittee. The p u b l ic  seemed u t t e r l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  to  th e  
whole id e a .  T a lk in g  o v e r w ir e s  J The t h in g  was a b su rd  J

On F e b ru a ry  2 3, 18 43, t h e  b i l l  was a g a in  in t ro d u c e d . I t  p a sse d  th e  House 
by 6 v o te s  b u t i t  had o n ly  a s l im  chance i n  th e  Senate due to  th e  p r e s s u r e  o f  
b u s in e s s . M orse asked  two S e n a to rs  i f  th e y  th o u g h t th e  Senate w ould g e t to  
c o n s id e r h i s  b i l l  b e fo re  i t s  a d jo u rn m e n t. As th e y  su g g e ste d  t h a t  he be p re 
pared f o r  d isa p p o in tm e n t he went to  h i s  room w h o lly  d is c o u ra g e d .

Morse m s  s i t t i n g  a t  b r e a k f a s t  th e  n e x t m orning when A n n ie  E lls w o r t h ,  the  
daughter o f  th e  C om m issioner o f  P a t e n t s , had him  o a lle d  in t o  th e  h o t e l p a r l o r .  
TChen he e x p re sse d  s u r p r is e  a t  th e  e a r ly  c a l l ,  she s a id ,  " I  have come to  con
g ra t u la t e  y o u ."


