
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

I n  the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  summer o f  1758 G overnor F r a n c is  B ern a rd  sen t a 
message to  K in g  Teedyescung i n  P e n n s y lv a n ia  a s k in g  him  to  c o n fe r  w ith  th e Min­
i s i n k  and Pompton In d ia n s  and g a th e r them f o r  c o u n c il  w it h  him  i n  B u rlin g to n .  
At a m eeting on August 7 , G o vern o r B ern ard  welcomed th e  In d ia n  e m is s a r ie s  at 
B u r lin g t o n .

C h ie f  Benjam in o f  th e  M unsie In d ia n s  in fo rm ed  th e  g o v e rn o r t h a t  th e  c h ie f  
c o u n c ilo r s  o f  the In d ia n s  o b je c t e d  to  b u i ld in g  a new c o u n c i l  f i r e  o r  removing  
t h e i r  e s t a b lis h e d  f i r e  a t  th e fo r k s  o f  th e  D ela w are , a t  what i s  now E a sto n ,P a ,  
T h e r e f o r e , it  was a rra n g e d  t h a t  on th e  e ig h t h  day o f  O cto b er the New J e r s e y  d e l­
e g a tio n  sh ou ld  meet th e  In d ia n s  i n  c o u n c i l  a t  E a sto n .

The c h ie f s  o f  th e  f o llo w in g  t r i b e s ,  each w ith  h i s  r e t in u e  o f  women,braves 
and c h i ld r e n  gath ered  about the h ig h - p i le d  f i r e :  Mohawks, b e n e c a s, Onondagas,
O n eid as, C ayugas, T u s c a r o r a s ,  N a n tic o k e s , Connoys, T u te lo s,C h o g k n o ts ,C h ih o h o c -  
c k ie s ,  M unsies o r M in is in k s ,  Mawhickons and Pomptons. In  t h e i r  s k in  garm ents, 
fe a th e re d  h e a d -d re s s e s ,p a in t e d  f a c e s , b e l t s  and s t ra n d s  o f  beads th ey  m ust have 
made a s p le n d id  i f  savage p i c t u r e .  In t e r p r e t e r s  re p re s e n te d  both s id e s  and 
each  speech  m s  m a g n if ic e n t  i n  i t s  c o u r t e s y . The language o f  th e S ix  N ations  
was u se d .

In  a speech w h ich  showed th e  p a t h e t ic  in n o ce n ce  o f  th e re d  man, one c h ie f
s a id :

We say t h a t  we have h e re  and t h e re  t r a c t s  o f  la n d  t h a t  have n e v e r  
been s o ld .  You d e a l h a r d ly  w ith  u s ; you c la im  a l l  th e  w ild  c r e a ­
t u r e s  and w i l l  n o t l e t  us come on y o u r la n d  to  h u n t a f t e r  them,You 
w i l l  n o t so much as l e t  us p e e l a s in g le  t r e e .  T h is  i s  h ard  and 
has g iv e n  us g re a t  o f f e n s e .  The c a t t l e  you r a i s e  a re  y o u r own,but 
th o se  w hich a re  w ild  a re  s t i l l  o u rs  o r sh o u ld  be common to  b o th ,  
f o r  when we s o ld  th e  la n d  we d id  n o t p ro p ose to  d e p riv e  o u r s e lv e s  
o f  h u n tin g  th e  w ild  d e e r o r  u s in g  a s t i c k  o f  wood when we had o c­
c a s io n .  We d e s ir e  th e  g o v e rn o r to  ta k e  t h i s  m a tte r in t o  h i s  c a re  
and see t h a t  j u s t i c e  be done i n  i t .

E xchanging g i f t s  o f  wampum to  a t t e s t  t h e i r  m u tu al r e s p e c t ,t h e  In d ia n s  and 
th e  w h ite  men a r r iv e d  a t  an agreem ent. T a g a sh a ta , th e  Seneca c h i e f ,  sp eakin g  
f o r  th e v a r io u s  t r i b e s ,  approved o f  th e  g o v e rn o r’ s p r o p o s it io n  f o r  th e c a re  o f  
th e New J e rs e y  In d ia n s  and th e  c l e a r i n g  o f  th e  w h ite  men’ s t i t l e s .

The r e s e r v a t io n  a t  Edge P i l l o c k  was c a l le d  " B ro th e rto n "  b ecau se i t  was 
hoped t h a t  th e  t r i b e s  in v it e d  to  j o i n  th e Lenapes i n  th e  re fu g e  w ould l i v e  as 
b r o t h e r s — th e  N a rra g a n s e t t s , M ohigans, Mohawks, P e q u o ts, Munsee, Unami, D ela­
w are, U h ila c h tg o s  and N a n t ic o k e s . No w h ite  man was to  hunt o r f i s h  i n  th e  r e s ­
e r v a t io n .

There were b u t 200 o f  th e  Lenapes l e f t  to  occupy B ro th e rto n , By 1801 o n ly  
a hundred rem ained . They w ere unhappy and w re tc h e d . They w ere lo n e ly  and home­
s i c k  f o r  th e  w ild  woods and th e  lo n g  t r a i l s  and th e  freedom  o f  t h e i r  fo rm e r ex­
is t e n c e .  G ra d u a lly  th ey  became d e m o ra liz e d  and san k in t o  a b je c t  p o v e rt y .

John Hunt in  h is  d ia r y  d e s c r ib e s  t h e i r  c o n d it io n  g r a p h ic a l ly ;

1 7 7 7 , ye f i r s t  month, 22, I  went w ith  my f r ie n d  Jo sh  Evans to  see  
th e  p oor In d ia n s  a t  Edge P i l l o c k  and we found them i n  v e r y  low  C i r -


