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PREPARED  FOR USE IN P U B LIC SCHOOLS BY TH E

F E D E R A L  W R IT E R S ’ P R O JE C T  of the W O R K S  P R O G R E S S  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

1060  Broad Street, Newark, N ew  Jersey

END OF THE "OLD PEOPLE"

The In d ia n s  who o c c u p ie d  New J e r s e y  w ere th e  L e n a p e s,a  t r i b e  o f  th e  D e la 
ware N a tio n , T h e ir  name i s  t r a n s la t e d  as "O ld P e o p le "  o r  " O r ig in a l  P e o p le ,"  
They were a p e a c e f u l p e o p le , n u m b erin g , a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  com ing o f  th e  w h ite  
man, between 5 ,0 0 0  and 7 ,0 0 0 ,

As th e p io n e e r  s e tt le m e n ts  sp re a d  from  th e  banks o f  th e  Hudson th e  "O ld  
People" r e t r e a t e d  w it h  t h e i r  vromen and c h i ld r e n ,  b a r t e r in g  g r e a t  s t r e t c h e s  o f  
land f o r  t r i n k e t s ,  rum, f i r e  arms and gu n p o w d er,co ats and b la n k e t s .  Some p ra c 
t i c a l l y  s o ld  th e m se lv e s i n  s la v e r y  i n  o rd e r  to  s e c u re  food and s h e l t e r .

By 1756 th e  In d ia n s  w ere in  such a p i t i a b l e  s t a t e  t h a t  th e  C o lo n ia l  Leg
is la t u r e  d e cid e d  to  make some move to  h e lp  them and a t  th e  same tim e  s e c u re  
c le a r  t i t l e  to  th e la n d  f o r  th e  w h it e s .

At a c o n fe re n c e  a t  B u r lin g t o n ,  A u g u st 9 , 1 758 , an In d ia n  d e le g a t io n  re p 
re s e n tin g  th e Lenapes p re s e n te d  a w r it t e n  re q u e s t  to  th e  P r o v i n c i a l  Assem bly  
fo r a s e c t io n  o f  la n d  t o  be used a s a perm anent home f o r  th e m s e lv e s . They sug
gested Evesham Tow nship as a d e s ir a b le  lo c a t io n .

There w ere la r g e  s t r e t c h e s  o f  w ild  woodland in  w h ich  to  h u n t, p le n t y  o f  
f e r t i l e  t e r r i t o r y ,  w ith  th e  se a sh o re  c lo s e  a t  hand to  s u p p ly  t h e i r  m uch-lo ved  
s h e ll fo o d . I n  exchange f o r  t h i s  c o n c e s s io n  th e y  o f f e r e d  th e w h ite  mem a f o r 
mal r e le a s e  o f  a l l  In d ia n  la n d  c la im s .

On A ugust 1 2 , 1 758 , j u s t  t h re e  days a f t e r  p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  th e  r e q u e s t ,t h e  
L e g is la t u r e  a p p r o p r ia t e d  L I , 600 f o r  th e  p u rch a se  o f  a t r a c t  o f  about 3 ,0 0 0
a cre s a t  a p la c e  c a l le d  Edge P i l l o c k .  The la n d  was to  be h e ld  i n  t r u s t  f o r e v e r
fo r  the use o f  th e  In d ia n s ,  The p r o p e r t y  was g iv e n  to  th e  Lenapes f r e e  o f  a l l  
ta x e s, and, a s an added s ig n  o f  good w i l l ,  th e  governm ent b u i l t  s e v e r a l  com
fo r t a b le  d w e llin g s  and a la r g e  lo g  m eetin g  house f o r  them.

There was one d i f f i c u l t y  i n  th e  way, h ow ever. I t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  
E n g lis h  to  g a in  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  o f  th e  t r i b e s  a c r o s s  th e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  b o rd e r,  
fo r  th e re  was d anger o f  t h e i r  sw ooping in t o  New J e r s e y  and a tte m p tin g  to  d r iv e  
out the w h it e s .  The L en ap es, a b ra n ch  o f  th e D e la w a re s, m igh t make any t r e a t y  
they w ished b u t i t  w ould n o t be re c o g n iz e d  by the K in g  o f  th e  D e la w a re s,T e e d y -  
escung. The Lenapes w ere c o n s id e re d  "women," becau se t h e i r  men e n te re d  in t o  
peace c o u n c i ls .  The w a r r io r  t r i b e s  i n  m aking peace betw een th e m se lv e s w ere too  
proud to  meet t h e i r  enem ies i n  c o u n c i l  and l e f t  t h i s  t a s k  to  th e  squaw s.


