
f ie . S T O R I E S  of New Jersey
I t  i s  im p o s sib le  to  m ention a l l  o f  S te v e n so n ’ s books as th e y  appeared,but  

among h is  works in t e r e s t in g  to  c h i ld r e n  i s  The B la c k  A rro w .a s t o r y  o f  m edieval 
E n glan d, whioh he w rote w h ile  in  the so u th  o f  F ra n ce  t r y in g  to  b u i ld  up h is  
d e l ic a t e  c o n s t it u t io n .  A ls o  w h ile  on th e  R iv ie r a  he worked on P r in c e  Otto. 
T h is  book w hich d e a ls  w ith  a m y t h ic a l la n d  o f  romance in f lu e n c e d  o th e r  authors  
and was th e fo re ru n n e r o f  t h a t  o ld  f a v o r it e  The P r is o n e r  o f  Zenda, now rev iv ed  
on the s c re e n , and a h o st o f  o th e r t a le s  l a i d  i n  im a g in a ry  kingdom s.

I n  England S tevenson w rote h i s  n e x t b ig  s u c c e s s ,  The S tra n g e  Case o f  Dr .  
J e k y i l  and Mr. Hvde. S e v e ra l o f  i t s  scen e s came to  him  i n  a dream ,and he wrote 
the o r ig i n a l  d r a f t  in  th re e  d a y s . T h is  t a le  i s  an a lle g o r y  o f  th e  d ou b le  na­
t u re  o f  man, o f  h is  c a p a c it y  f o r  good as w e l l  as e v i l .  B ecause o f  i t s  theme, 
i t  had a wide p o p u la r it y  among th o se  who d id  n o t u s u a l ly  rea d  rom ances.

H aving found England u n s u ite d  to  h is  h e a lt h ,  Steven so n  s a i l e d  f o r  the 
U n ited  S ta te s i n  18 8 7,where he sp en t some tim e a t  S a ra n a c , N. Y . L a t e r  he went 
to  Manasquan w h ile  h i s  w ife  was making arran gem en ts i n  C a l i f o r n i a  to  c h a r t e r  a 
y a c h t f o r  t h e i r  t r i p  to  th e South S e a s, A f t e r  th re e  y e a rs  o f  c r u i s in g  around 
th e  P a c i f ic  Is la n d s ,  and making new f r ie n d s ,  b o th  w h ite  and brow n, he f i n a l l y  
d e cid e d  to  s e t t le  in  Samoa where he b u i l t  a la r g e  house i n  th e h i l l s .  T h is  he 
named V a ilim a ,  Samoan f o r  F iv e  W a te rs, f o r  th e  f i v e  stream s on h i s  e s t a t e .

The h e a lt h ,h a p p in e s s  and new in t e r e s t s  w h ich  Steven so n  found i n  th e  tro p ­
i c s  a re  d e l i g h t f u l l y  d e s c r ib e d  i n  h is  l e t t e r s ,  and i n  h i s  books and s t o r ie s  of  
th e  South S eas. U n fo rt u n a t e ly , th e happy days sp e n t th e re  w ere c u t  s h o rt  by 
h is  sudden death i n  1894* He was b u r ie d  on th e  peak V e .e e , where a monument now 
commemorates the g ra ve  o f  T u s it a l a ,  th e  T e l l e r  o f  T a le s ,  as th e  Samoans c a lle d  
t h e i r  B r i t i s h  f r ie n d .

The q u a l i t i e s  w hich endeared him  to  h i s  f r ie n d s  c h a r a c t e r iz e  h i s  w r it ­
in g s .  The sympathy and a d m ira tio n  f e l t  f o r  h i s  co u rag e d u rin g  i l l n e s s  perhaps  
o b scu red  the f a c t  t h a t  he was n o t a w r it e r  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  ra n k . F o rt y -t h re e  
y e a rs  a f t e r  S te v e n so n ’ s d e a th , now t h a t  few  rem ain to  remember h i s  magnetism , 
a r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  him  has s e t  i n  among c e r t a i n  c r i t i c s .

But Stevenson i s  s t i l l  re a d . S e v e r a l g e n e ra t io n s  o f  young f o lk s  have de­
l ig h t e d  in  A C h i l d ’ s Garden o f  V e r s e . The B la c k  A rrow  and T re a s u re  I s l a n d . He 
who would n o t s ta y  awake o ’n ig h t s  to rea d  ICidnapped. D avid  B a lf o u r  and The Mas­
t e r  o f  B a lla n t r a e  would lo s e  the t h r i l l  o f  e s c a p in g  from  th e w o rld  o f  everyd ay  
to  th e la n d  o f  romance where a l l  men a re  b ra v e  and t h e re  i s  new a d v e n tu re  a t  
e v e ry  t u r n  o f  the ro a d .
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