
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

As a c h i ld  R o b e rt L o u is ,  a s he was 
known, was so o ft e n  i l l  t h a t  a fo rm a l 
education was im p o s s ib le ,  b u t h a v in g  a 
n a tu ra l c u r i o s i t y  he le a rn e d  from  h is  
fam ily and th e  w o rld  abo ut h im . A t h i s  
f a t h e r 's  s u g g e s tio n  he s t u d ie d  i n  t u r n  
e n g in e erin g  and la w ,b u t he had no t a s t e  
fo r e it h e r  p r o f e s s io n .

He had always d e s ir e d  to  be a w r it 
er and had t r a in e d  h im s e lf  by c o n s ta n t  
reading and by j o t t i n g  id e a s  in t o  a 
notebook. “When some o f  h i s  e ss a y s  were  
p u b lish ed  and a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t io n ,  h is  
fa th e r agreed to  s u p p o rt the young man 
u n t il  he e s t a b lis h e d  h im s e lf  as an au
th o r.

In  1875 S teven so n  went to  F ra n c e .
I t  was a t  G rez i n  th e  f o llo w in g  y e a r  
th at he met M rs. Osbourne who was l a t e r  
n u rse.

In  1877 S te v e n s o n 's  f i r s t  s t o r y  was p u b lis h e d , A Lodging f o r  th e  N ig h t,  
Among h is  l a t e r  p o p u la r  books was T r a v e ls  w ith  a Donkey, a d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a 
w alking t r i p  th ro u g h  F re n ch  m ountains w ith  no companion b u t M o d e stin e ,th e  en
gaging but c o n t r a r y  donkey w h ich  c a r r i e d  h i s  cam ping equipm ent.

I n  1879 S te v e n so n  went to  C a l i f o r n i a  where f o r  a tim e he was i l l  and a ls o  
s u ffe re d  r e a l  p r i v a t io n .  H ere he c o n tin u e d  h i s  w r it in g ,  and re a d  s e v e r a l books 
by the A m erican n o v e l i s t ,  Herman M e l v i l l e .  These t a le s  o f  th e  South Seas 'un
doubtedly in f lu e n c e d  h is  f i n a l  c h o ic e  o f  a home. 'When Thomas S teven so n  le a rn e d  
o f h is  s o n 's  f i n a n c i a l  need , he p ro m ised  him  L250 a y e a r .  T h is  income e n ab led  
Stevenson to  m arry M rs. O sbourne. She a lr e a d y  had a d a u g h te r and a son who 
were both devoted to  t h e i r  s t e p f a t h e r  and l a t e r  a s s is t e d  him  i n  h i s  w ork.

W h ile  on a v i s i t  w ith  h i s  w ife  to  h i s  p a re n ts  i n  S c o t la n d , i n  1881, 
Stevenson s t a r t e d  w ork on T re a s u re  I s la n d ,a  p ir a t e  t a l e  w h ich  was f i r s t  c a l le d  
The Sea Cook a f t e r  Long John S i l v e r ,  th e  most p ic t u r e s q u e  c h a r a c t e r  i n  th e  
book. I t  was w r it t e n  to  p le a s e  L lo y d  O sb o u rn e,th e n  a boy, who asked  h i s  s te p 
fa th e r to  w r it e  "som ething i n t e r e s t i n g . "  Steven so n  s t a rt e d  by d raw in g  a c h a r t  
o f the i s la n d ,  and wove a s t o r y  around i t .  The book to o k  to  grow ing by a chap
t e r  a d ay . I t  appeared i n  Young F o lk s  a s a s e r i a l ,  b u t s t r a n g e ly  enough i t  
was n o t w e l l  r e c e iv e d .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  when S te v e n s o n 's  r e p u t a t io n  had grown, 
T reasu re  I s l a nd appeared i n  book form  and a c h ie v e d  im m ediate p o p u la r it y .  E l 
d e rly  men, d ig n i f i e d  m a g is t ra te s  and statesm en— among them Prim e M in is t e r  

'G la d sto n e — read  th e  book a v id l y  and became boys a g a in . S e rio u s-m in d e d  re v ie w 
e rs  were v o c if e r o u s  w ith  p r a is e ,  Andrew L an g ,th e  a u t h o r , s a id  " T h is  i s  th e k in d  
o f s t u f f  a f e l lo w  w a n ts. I  d o n ’ t  know, e x ce p t Tom Sawyer and the O dyssey.t h a t  
I  have e v e r l ik e d  any romance so w e l l . "  The book i s  a c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f  the  
p ir a t e  dreams o f  a d u lt s  by day and o f  c h i ld r e n  by n ig h t ;  o f  f a s c in a t in g  w ic k 
edness and a g e le s s  rom ance; o f  men l i k e  Long John S i l v e r ,  th e most c o n v in c in g  
r a p s c a l l io n  o f  them a l l .

The S a in t  Gaudens M e d a llio n  

t o  become h i s  devoted w if e ,  c r i t i c  and


