
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

S te v e n so n ’ s s p i r i t s  ro se  i n  th e s e  in n o c e n t adven
t u r e s ,  each o f  w h ic h , by c o n t r a s t  w ith  h i s  u s u a l fo rc e d  
i n a c t iv it y , t o o k  o n ,o r was endowed by him , w ith  some s p ic e  
o f  rom ance. One a fte rn o o n  we lan d ed  on an is la n d  a l i t t l e  
way up the r iv e r,w h o s e  sh o re  on one s id e  was p ro t e c t e d  by 
a b u lk h e a d . As th e is la n d  was n a m e le ss, we p ro ceeded  to  
r e p a ir  th e o v e r s ig h t  and c h r is t e n e d  i t  T re a s u re  I s la n d ,  
a f t e r  w h ich  we f e l l  to  w ith  o u r p o c k e t -k n iv e s  to  c a rv e  the  
name upon th e  b u lk h e a d ,to g e th e r v /ith  o u r i n i t i a l s  and th e  
d a te . T h is  i n s c r i p t i o n  was t h e re  some y e a r s  a f t e r ,a n d  i f  
th e w in t e r  tem pests have sp a re d  i t , I  am p le a s e d  to  s ig n a l  
i t  f o r  someone i n  q u e st o f  a Steven so n  a u to g ra p h , as i t  
m ight f ig u r e  as an u n iq u e specim en in  a lm o st any c o l l e c 
tio n *

One b r ig h t  day S a in t  Gaudens th e s c u lp t o r ,  accom panied by h i s  young son, 
came from  New Y o rk  to  make c a s t s  o f  S te v e n so n ’ s h a n d s. These m odels w ere used 
i n  making the m e d a llio n  w h ich  now hangs i n  th e M e t ro p o lit a n  Museum o f  A r t  in  
New Y o rk  C it y .

I t  was d u rin g  th e Manasquan p e rio d  t h a t  S tevenson w rote a n o te to  Sidney 
C o lv in ,  a f e l lo w  a u th o r, w h ich  i l l u s t r a t e s  how h i s  own charm p e n e tra te d  every 
t h in g  he w ro te . Even i n  th e  wooden ho uses o f  th e  e ig h t ie s  he was a b le  to  see 
glam our where o th e rs  saw o n ly  d ra b n e s s .

U nion H ouse,
M anasquan,
May, 1888.

My d e a r C o lv in :

We a re  h e re  a t  a d e l ig h t f u l  c o u n try  in n ,  l i k e  a coun
t r y  F re n ch  p la c e ,  th e  o n ly  p e o p le  i n  th e  h o u se , a c a tb o a t  
a t  o u r d is p o s a l, t h e  sea alw ays a u d ib le  on th e  o u te r b e a ch ,  
th e lagoon as smooth as g la s s ,  a l l  th e  q u ee r many c o lo r e d  
v i l l a s  s ta n d in g  s h u tte re d  and empty; i n  f r o n t  o f  o u rs  a -  
c r o s s  th e la g o o n , two lo n g  wooded b r id g e s ;  one f o r  r a i l ,  
one f o r  th e  ro a d , sounding in t e r m it t e n t  t r a f f i c .  I t  i s  
h ig h ly  p le a s a n t  and a d e l ig h t f u l  change from  S a ra n a c .

Y o u rs e v e r ,

R. L. S .

The Union House burned i n  19 04. F o r some tim e a ft e rw a rd , how ever, many 
who were unaware t h a t  i t  no lo n g e r e x is t e d  came to  v i s i t  th e o n e-tim e  abode of 
t h e i r  f a v o r it e  a u th o r.

Stevenson was b o rn  to  M a rg a re t and Thomas S tevenson i n  E d in b u rg h , on Nov
ember 1 3 , 18 50. He was an o n ly  c h i l d ,  and in h e r it e d  from  h i s  m other a weak 
c h e s t  and s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  to  c o ld s  w h ich  l a t e r  d evelo p ed  in t o  t u b e r c u lo s is .  He 
a ls o  in h e r it e d  h e r  g a ie t y  and h e r  d is p o s i t i o n  to  lo o k  on th e b e s t  s id e  o f  every  
s it u a t io n ,  e n a b lin g  him to  endure w ith  g ra c e  th e  m is fo rtu n e  o f  i l l - h e a lt h . F r o m  
h is  f a t h e r  who was a d is t in g u is h e d  lig h t h o u s e  e n g in e e r,h e  in h e r it e d  h i s  roman
t i c  and a r t i s t i c  n a t u re .


