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ROBERT LOUIS STEVENS OH

To R ob ert L o u is  S te ve n so n  books w ere in d e e d  th e  highw ay to  a d v e n tu re . He 
lik e d  to  rea d  books o f  a d v e n tu re , and he l i k e d  to  w r it e  them, b u t most o f  a l l ,  
had h is  h e a lt h  p e rm itt e d , he w ould have l i k e d  to  l i v e  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  h e ro e s  
he d e s c r ib e d .

In  an e f f o r t  to  r e g a in  h i s  h e a lt h  S teven so n  came to  A m erica and i n  1888 
spent s e v e r a l weeks a t  Manasquan on th e  J e r s e y  c o a s t .  He was th e n  a t  th e  
h eig h t o f  h is  fame a s a le a d e r  o f  th e ro m a n tic  n o v e l i s t s .  W i l l  Low, th e  p a in t 
er whom S teven so n  had met i n  F ra n ce ,k n e w  Manasquan w e l l ,  and i t  was he who a r 
ranged f o r  th e w rite r,a c c o m p a n ie d  by h i s  m other and h i s  s t e p s o n ,t o  s t a y  a t  th e  
Union H ouse. On damp d a y s, o f  w h ich  t h e re  w ere many, he sp en t much tim e  i n  h is  
room w o rk in g  on th e  n o v e l The M a ste r o f  B a lla n t r a e , He u s u a lly  w rote i n  bed, 
p ro te cte d  from  d ra u g h ts by a M exican  b la n k e t  w ith  a h o le  i n  th e  c e n t e r  th ro u g h  
which he s lip p e d  h is  h ead .

On sunny days Steven so n  to o k  lo n g  w a lk s by th e r i v e r  wrapped i n  h i s  d a rk  
c lo a k , o r  w ith  h i s  ste p so n  L lo y d  Osbourne and W i l l  Low, s a i l e d  i n  th e  c a t b o a t .  
Low g iv e s  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f  one o f  th e s e  t r i p s  i n  h i s  C h r o n ic le  o f  F r ie n d s h ip ,  
p u b lish e d  in  1908,

BOOK WEEK 
November 14 to 20, 1937

"Reading,the Magic Highway to Adventure" is  the theme chosen fo r the 
1937 observance o f Book Week, Boys and g i r l s — and men and women who have 
kept the s p ir i t  o f youth— have always t h r il le d  to ta le s  o f adventure. The 
great explorers and pioneers who went in  search of new worlds and new 
wealth, the f ie rc e  p ira te s who increased the te rro rs  o f the unknown seas, 
Lindbergh charging alone across the A tla n tic  in  h is  open cockpit plane. 
Admiral Byrd facing the long A n tartic night in  a lonely hut— a l l  have 
furnished m aterial fo r many an absorbing story.

This year New Jersey ch ild re n  are to have a dramatic presentation  
of that w ell-lo ved  adventure t a le ,  Treasure Is la n d . From November 11 to 
15, in c lu s iv e , the play w i l l  be presented by the Federal Theater P roject  
at Fuld H a ll in  Newark, A fter that the production w i l l  tour the State. 
This p lay, adapted by Ju les Eckert Goodman from Robert Louis Stevenson's 
famous story, ran in  New York fo r a season. The play is  produced as a 
series o f i l lu s t r a t io n s  from an open book, with authentic costumes o f the 
1740 period.
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