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At Guantanamo Crane was cau g h t i n  a s u r p r is e  a t t a c k  on a p a r t y  o f  m arines. 

H is  g a l la n t r y  in  s t a y in g  to  h e lp  c a re  f o r  th e  wounded u n d e r f i r e  when he 
m ight have sought s a fe t y  on a gunboat earned him  m ention i n  o f f i c i a l  d is ­
p a tc h e s .

W h ile  he was w r it in g  s t o r i e s  o f  th e  B a t t le s  o f  S a n tia g o , San Ju a n , Guan­
tanamo and th e Cuban b lo c k a d e , he was a ls o  w o rk in g  on s h o r t  s t o r i e s  w h ich  are 
s t i l l  among th e b e s t  A m erican  e f f o r t s  i n  t h a t  f i e l d .  But h i s  h e a lt h  c o u ld  not 
w ith s ta n d  th e c lim a t e ,  bad food and r e c u r r e n t  f e v e r s .  He l e f t  th e  is la n d  a 
v e r y  s ic k  man.

Back i n  E n g lan d , a f t e r  C h ris t m a s , 1899, C o ra and Stephen went to  l i v e  in  
Brede P la c e , a c ru m b lin g  b a r o n ia l h a l l ,  w h ich  i t  was hoped w ould n o t be so ac­
c e s s ib le  to  h is  f r ie n d s  and where he m ight have q u ie t  and peace i n  w hich to 
w ork. He was f e a r f u l  t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t l i v e  lo n g  and wanted to  p ro v id e  for  
h is  w i f e 's  f u t u r e .  But C o r a 's  famous c o o k in g  and c o r d i a l i t y  and C r a n e 's  in ­
fo rm a l h o s p i t a l i t y  co n tin u e d  to  a t t r a c t  v i s i t o r s ,  n o t alw ays c o n s id e r a t e  of 
t h e i r  h o s t s ' pocketbook o r p r iv a c y .

H is  h e a lt h  was f a i l i n g  r a p i d l y ,  b u t he k e p t w r it in g  a t  a f u r io u s  pace. 
F i n a l l y ,  in  a v a in  attem pt to  s t a l l  o f f  th e  ra v a g e s o f  consum ption he h u rrie d  
to  Baden W e ile r ,  Germany.

The B la c k  F o re s t  c o u ld  work no m agic f o r  Stephen C ra n e . He d ie d  i n  h is  
s le e p  on June 5 , 19 00. Cora had h i s  body b ro u g h t b a c k  to  th e  S ta te  o f  h is
b i r t h  and he was b u r ie d  i n  th e  C rane f a m ily  p lo t  i n  th e  E v e rg re e n  Cem etery, 
H i l l s i d e ,  New J e r s e y .
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