
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  i t  h e lp e d  d e fe a t  th e  two c a n d id a t e s .  I t  a ls o  o o s t  Tow nley h i s  
job .

"M aggie" was s t i l l  h a u n tin g  h e r  c r e a t o r .  I n  November, Crane borrow ed  
§1,000 from  h i s  b r o t h e r  W ill ia m  and had th e  book p r in t e d  i n  a cheap p a p e r b a c k  
e d it io n ,  to  be s o ld  a t  50 c e n t s .  But even t h i s  u n d ig n if ie d  a p p ro ach  f a i l e d  to  
reach the A m erican  p u b l i c .  "M a g g ie ,"  i n  b r ig h t  y e llo w  s t a c k s ,  g a th e re d  d u st
in  the c o rn e r  o f  h i s  room. Some o f  th e  c o p ie s  were used  f o r  f u e l .  Today th e
few rem a in in g  c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  once d e s p is e d  f i r s t  e d it io n  b r in g  p r i c e s  from  
c o lle c t o r s  t h a t  w ould have a s t o n is h e d  th e  a u t h o r.

M eanwhile he was w o rk in g  on th e  book t h a t  was to  b r in g  him  l a s t i n g  fame. 
In  F e b ru a ry  1894 he s o ld  th e s e r i a l  r ig h t s  o f  The Red Badge o f  Courage f o r  
§100 to  a new spaper s y n d ic a t e  co n du cted  by I r v i n g  B a c h e l le r .  T h is  s t o r y  o f  
the C i v i l  War c a l le d  f o r t h  a shower o f  fa v o r a b le  l e t t e r s .  The s t o r y  was p r i n t 
ed in  book form  th e  f o llo w in g  y e a r .  But i t  was n o t u n t i l  th e  re v ie w  o f  the  
E n g lish  e d it io n  rea ch e d  t h i s  c o u n try  t h a t  th e  g e n e ra l p u b l ic  awoke. Alm ost ov
e rn ig h t Crane became a p e rs o n  o f  p u b l ic  im p o rta n c e . H is  s t o r i e s  a t  once had a
ready m arket; even "M aggie" was re s c u e d  from  o b s c u r it y .

In  1896 Crane was sh ip w re ck e d  o f f  th e  F lo r id a  c o a s t  w h ile  on a f i l i b u s 
t e rin g  e x p e d it io n  headed f o r  Cuba from  J a c k s o n v i l le ,  F l a .  C ra n e , th e s h ip ’ s 
ca p ta in , th e  cook and an o i l e r  rowed i n  a d in g h y  f o r  50 h o u rs  u n t i l  w it h in  
swimming d is t a n c e  o f  s h o re . T h is  a d v e n tu re  was th e  b a s is  f o r  The Open B oat,  
p u b lish e d  i n  New Y o rk  and London i n  1898. The e x p o su re  endured in  t h i s  e x -  
p e rie n ce  was to o  much f o r  C ra n e ’ s d e l ic a t e  c o n s t it u t io n .  He was n e v e r e n t ir e 
ly  w e ll a ft e r w a r d .

H is  n e x t a ssig n m e n t was as w ar c o rre s p o n d e n t f o r  th e  New Y o rk  J o u r n a l and 
W estm inster G a z e tte  in  th e  G r e c o -T u r k is h  W ar. I n  th e  freedom  a llo w e d  a war 
"correspondent to  re c o u n t  v i v i d l y  th e  s t i r r i n g  e p is o d e s  o f  war Crane found th e  
type o f  jo u r n a lis m  he c o u ld  and l ik e d  to  d o . In  a d d it io n  to  h i s  r e g u la r  work  
he wrote a s e r ie s  o f  l e t t e r s  e n t it le d  W ith  G reek and T u r k .

Cora T a y lo r ,  a woman s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o ld e r  th a n  h im s e lf  whom he had met in  
J a c k s o n v il le ,  F l a . ,  fo llo w e d  him  to  G reece and n u rse d  him  th ro u g h  a s e r io u s  
a tta ck  o f  i l l n e s s .  I n  1898 th e y  w ere m a rrie d  and re t u rn e d  to  E n g la n d , They 
went to l i v e  i n  S u r r e y ,  where Crane was a b le  to  in d u lg e  h i s  lo v e  o f  dogs and 
h o rse s. T h ere were n e v e r le s s  th a n  t h re e  dogs w h ich  had th e ru n  o f th e  p la c e ,  
and Crane sp en t many h o u rs  i n  th e  sa d d le  r i d i n g  th ro u g h  th e  f r e s h  E n g lis h  
co u n try . T h is  house was a ren d ezvo u s f o r  n o v e l i s t s ,  c r i t i c s ,  and o th e rs  o f  
the l i t e r a r y  w o rld .  G u e sts came i n  swarms and sta y e d  f o r  lo n g  p e r io d s , in v it e d  
or n o t. A t one tim e C rane had to  ta k e  re fu g e  i n  a London h o t e l i n  o rd e r  to  
get some work done w h ile  h is  w ife  c le a r e d  th e  house o f  g u e s t s .

At th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  S p a n ish  A m erican  War Crane l e f t  E n glan d  in t e n d in g  
to e n l i s t  i n  the U n ited  S ta te s  N avy. He l e f t  so su d d e n ly  t h a t  many o f  h i s  
fr ie n d s  jo u rn e y in g  down f o r  a v i s i t  to  h i s  S u rre y  home w ere s u r p r is e d  t o  f in d  
him gone. A f t e r  he had s a i l e d  The Y /orld c a b le d  to  s e c u re  h i s  s e r v ic e s  as war 
co rre sp o n d e n t, b u t i t  was n o t u n t i l  a f t e r  he had been tu rn e d  down a t  th e  Navy 
r e c r u it in g  o f f i c e  t h a t  he re p o rte d  f o r  d u ty  a t  th e  New Y o rk  o f f i c e  o f  th e  
newspaper.


