
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

p it c h  a b a l l  t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t c a t c h  bareh an d ed , and announced t o  one o f  his
o ld e r  b ro t h e rs  t h a t  he was g o in g  to  be a p r o f e s s io n a l  b a l l  p la y e r .

In  s p it e  o f  h i s  in t e r e s t  i n  h o r s e s ,  d o g s, and b a s e b a ll  he was a lr e a d y  be
g in n in g  to  show s ig n s  o f  h i s  fu t u r e  a b i l i t y .  He had a t a le n t  f o r  unusual
w o rd s, even to  th e p o in t  o f  c o in in g  them to  s u i t  h i s  m eaning. H is  f i r s t  step 
up the la d d e r o f  l i t e r a r y  fame was ta k e n  when he in t e r r u p t e d  h i s  b a l l  playing  
lo n g  enough to  w r it e  an e ssa y  f o r  a p r iz e  o f  a q u a r t e r .

The summer o f  h i s  se v e n te e n th  y e a r  he w ent to  w ork f o r  h is  b r o t h e r  Townley 
i n  A sb u ry P a rk . He co v e re d  m ile s  o f  h o t sandy ro a d s on a b i c y c l e  gathering  
news o f  th e  summer r e s o r t s  and w r it in g  s t o r i e s  o f  cla m  bakes and s a i l i n g  par
t i e s .

I n  1889-90 he had two term s a t  L a fa y e t t e  C o lle g e ,  fo llo w e d  by a y e a r  at 
S y ra cu se  U n iv e r s it y  le a v in g  in  June 18 9 1. W h ile  h e re  he was c o rre s p o n d e n t for 
th e  New Y o rk  T rib u n e  and c o n t r ib u t e d  a r t i c l e s  to  th e  D e t r o it  F re e  P re s s  and 
S y ra cu se  D a i l y J

A nxious to  be in d e p e n d e n t, he moved to  E a s t  23rd  S t r e e t ,  New Y o rk , and 
proceeded to  t r y  to  e a rn  h i s  l i v i n g  w it h  h i s  p en . As a new spaper r e p o r t e r  he 
was a h o p e le s s  f a i l u r e .  I t  was o f  more i n t e r e s t  to  him  to  d e s c r ib e  a c c u ra te ly  
and v i v i d l y  th e c o lo r  and a c t io n  o f  a g re a t  f i r e  th a n  to  t e l l  where i t  hap
pened o r  th e b u i ld in g  lo s s  in v o lv e d .  F o r a tim e  he t r i e d  b u s in e s s ;  b u t could 
n o t stan d  th e r e s t r a i n t  and d i s c i p l i n e .

M eanwhile he was sp en d in g  h i s  sp a re  tim e e x p lo r in g  th e  odd c o r n e r s  o f  the 
c i t y ,  s i t t i n g  i n  s a lo o n s  and s ta n d in g  about on s t r e e t  c o r n e r s  l i s t e n i n g  to  the 
c o n v e rs a t io n  o f  th e  p e o p le  about him . He had made up h i s  mind t h a t  he was go
in g  to  w r it e  a book about th e  p e o p le  on th e  Bowery so he must see f o r  h im se lf  
how th e se  p e o p le  l i v e d  and ta lk e d *  The book was w r it t e n  i n  th e  two days be
fo r e  C h ristm a s o f  1891. He c a l le d  i t  Maggi e ,  a G i r l  o f  th e  S t r e e t s . I t  so 
h o r r i f i e d  th e c o n v e n tio n a l-m in d e d  p u b lis h e r s  o f  th e  day t h a t ,  a lth o u g h  they 
re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  i t  was th e  w ork o f  an a r t i s t ,  th e y  dared n o t u n d e rta k e  to 
p r i n t  i t .

A l l  t h i s  tim e Crane was l i v i n g  i n  p o v e rty  and p r i v a t io n .  He was too 
proud to  a sk  h e lp  from  h i s  b r o t h e r s  who w ould have been o n ly  too g la d  to  come 
to  h i s  a id  i f  th e y  had r e a l iz e d  h i s  n ee d . He e arn ed  odd b i t s  from  s p e c ia l  
a r t i c l e s  s e n t i n  to  th e  n e w sp a p e rs. H is  b r o t h e r  Edmund ‘was l i v i n g  i n  Lake- 
v ie w , j u s t  o u t s id e  o f  P a te rs o n , I t  was no n o v e lt y  f o r  Stephen to  w a lk  the 
seven m ile s  from  th e Hudson R iv e r  to  h i s  b r o t h e r 's  home f o r  a sq u a re  m eal and 
a l i t t l e  r e s t .  P erhaps i t  was a t  t h i s  tim e t h a t  he s a id  " I  w ould g iv e  my fu
t u r e  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r  f o r  tw e n ty -th re e  d o l la r s  i n  c a sh  a t  t h i s  m in u t e ."

I n  the summer o f  '9 2  h i s  b r o t h e r  Tow nley a g a in  gave him a jo b  i n  Asbury  
P a rk  w r it in g  s t o r ie s  f o r  th e  New Y o rk  T r ib u n e . W h ile  Tow nley was away on an 
a ssig n m e n t t h e re  was a p o l i t i c a l  p a ra d e  I n  w h ich  a la b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n  c a r r ie d  
ba n n e rs f o r  Benjam in H a r r is o n  and W h ite la w  R e id  (th e n  owner o f  th e  T r ib u n e ),  
R e p u b lic a n  nom inees f o r  P r e s id e n t  and V ic e - P r e s id e n t .  C ra n e , whose sym pathies  
w ere w ith  th e  p o o re r c l a s s e s ,  was amused a t  th e  s p e c t a c le  o f  th e s e  men who 
worked w ith  t h e i r  hands m a rch in g  on b e h a lf  o f  c a p i t a l .  He f o r g o t  t h a t  W hitelaw  
R eid  owned th e  p a p er and w ro te a b i t i n g  a r t i c l e  t h a t  somehow,got p a s t  th e  copy 
d e sk  and was p r in t e d  i n  one e d it io n  o f  th e  New Y o rk  T rib u n e  (A u g u st 2 1 , 1 8 9 2 ).


