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STEPHEN CRANE

Stephen C ra n e , who i n  a s h o r t  l i f e  
o f  le s s  th a n  30 y e a rs,w o n  f o r  h im s e lf  a 
la s t i n g  p la c e  among th e  g r e a t  A m erican  
a u t h o r s ,  was a n a t iv e  o f  New J e r s e y .  
Though i n  h i s  v a r ie d  c a r e e r  he wandered  
th ro u g h  Europe and A m e ric a , New J e r s e y  
w as, more th a n  any o t h e r,  th e  p la c e  he 
c o u ld  c a l l  home. And i t  was i n  New J e r 
sey  s o i l  t h a t  he was f i n a l l y  l a i d  to
r e s t  among h i s  a n c e s t o r s .

Stephen C ran e was b o rn  on November 
1, 1871 to  R everend Jo n a th a n  and Mary
C ran e i n  th e  M e th o d ist P arsonage a t  14 
M u lb e rry  P la c e ,  Newark. A t t h a t  tim e

M u lb e rry  P la c e  was one o f  th e  c i t y ’ s 
b e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s .  Today th e  
house i n  w h ich  Stephen was b o rn  i s  
crowded among c l o s e l y  p a cked , tu m b le -
down b u i ld in g s .

The Crane f a m ily  had f ig u r e d  p ro m in e n tly  i n  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  New J e r s e y  and
o f the n a t io n  f o r  g e n e r a t io n s .  I t  was a Crane who founded th e  c i t y  o f  Mont
c l a i r ,  w h ich  f o r  a tim e was c a l le d  C ran eto w n . A n o th er • was a s ig n e r  o f  th e  
D e c la ra t io n  o f  In d ep e n d e n ce. I t  was f o r  him  t h a t  Jo n ath an  named h i s Cfo u rt e e n t h  
and l a s t  c h i l d ,  Stephen.

Young Stephen, a d e l ic a t e  c h i l d ,  was s u b je c t  to  s e v e re  c o ld s ;  and i t  was 
not u n t i l  he was e ig h t  y e a r s  o ld  and th e  f a m ily  had moved to  P o r t  J e r v i s ,  New 
York t h a t  he was a llo w e d  to  a tte n d  s c h o o l.  He had been ta u g h t to  rea d  and 
w rite  a t  home, and, once i n  s c h o o l,  seemed to  have l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  keep
ing step  w ith  h i s  c o n te m p o ra rie s .

In  th e  q u ie t  c o u n try  town Stephen l i v e d  the l i f e  o f  a norm al s c h o o l bo y. 
He l ik e d  s c h o o l no more th a n  any boy o f  h is  a g e , b u t he d id  l i k e  h o rs e s  and 
dogs. T h is  l i k i n g  rem ained w ith  him  to  th e end o f  h is  l i f e .

In  1882 th e fa m ily  moved to  A sb u ry P a rk  where S te p h e n ’ s b r o t h e r ,  Tow nley, 
conducted a news s e r v ic e  f o r  th e  Newark and P h ila d e lp h ia  n e w sp a p e rs. Here  
young Stephen a c h ie v e d  a s m a ll fame in  b a s e b a l l .  He b o a ste d  t h a t  no one c o u ld


