
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

The modern, sn u b-n osed  s t u r d y  s h ip ,  d e sig n e d  to  r id e  out e v e ry  k in d  o f  
weather and w ith s ta n d  e v e ry  s t r a i n ,  i s  a more c o m fo rt in g  th a n  b e a u t if u l  s ig h t .  
The dark h u lk  b o b b in g  s e r e n e ly  on th e  waves o r d im ly  g lim p se d  th ro u g h  th e  
th ick c u r t a in  o f  fo g , i t s  name p a in te d  i n  la r g e  l e t t e r s  on i t s  s id e ,  a s s u r e s  
the n a v ig a to r o f h i s  p o s it io n .  From th e  t a l l  m asts, w h ich  i n  th e la r g e r  s h ip s  
ra ise  the l i g h t  57 f e e t  above th e w a te r, th e  f la s h in g  s ig n a l  can  be seen 14 to  
20 m iles a t se a .

In  a d d it io n  to  fo g  s ig n a ls ,  a l l  l i g h t s h ip s  a re  eq uip p ed  w it h  a r a d io  b e a 
con, which sends o ut an a s s ig n e d  dot and dash s ig n a l  w h ich  ca n  be p ic k e d  up 
100 m iles o r  more a t  sea by any v e s s e l  eq uip p ed  w ith  th e p ro p e r r a d io  r e c e i v 
ing a p p a ra tu s. By t h i s  d e v ic e  an a p p ro a c h in g  v e s s e l,  even though f a r  b elo w  
the h o rizo n  and o u t o f  s ig h t  and sound o f  th e  l i g h t s h i p 's  o th e r  s ig n a l s ,  can  
keep a check on i t s  c o u r s e .

Depending on th e  s iz e  o f  th e  s h ip  and th e im p o rta n ce  o f  the s t a t io n ,  th e  
crew v a r ie s  from  6 t o  15 men. E xcep t i n  th e  s t o r a y  sea so n , when no one i s  
allowed to  le a v e  th e  s h ip ,  th e  work i s  a rra n g e d  so t h a t  th e  men have ample 
shore le a v e  to  com pensate them f o r  th e  monotony and lo n e l in e s s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e .  
The crews o f  th e l i g h t s h ip s  have th e most l i b e r a l  v a c a t io n  a llo w a n c e  o f  any  
men in  the s e r v ic e .  Time on d u ty  and a sh o re  i s  a rra n g e d  i n  r o t a t io n  so th a t  
each man has a maximum o f  90 days le a v e  w ith o u t  i n t e r f e r i n g  w it h  th e  o p e ra t io n  
of the s h ip .

At r e g u la r  i n t e r v a l s  each s h ip  must make a t r i p  to  th e  n e a re s t  depot to  
be o ve rh a u led . M eanw hile a r e l i e f  s h ip  ta k e s  i t s  p la c e ,  se n d in g  out th e  same 
s ig n a ls . Not f o r  a moment i s  th e s t a t io n  a llo w e d  to  go unguarded.

L ig h th o u se  t e n d e rs ,  th e m essenger boys o f  the s e r v ic e ,  c a r r y  s u p p lie s  and 
equipment to  a l l  l i g h t s h ip s  and lig h t h o u s e s  i n  a d d it io n  to  in s p e c t in g  and 
p la cin g  the v a r io u s  b u o y s, m arkers and o th e r a i d s .  I n  th e  storm y sea so n  
sp e c ia l ca re  i s  ta k e n  th a t  the l i g h t s h ip s  have a f u l l  s u p p ly  o f  food and 
equipment in  ca se  th e y  a re  c u t  o f f  from  th e  sh o re  b y  a p r o t r a c t e d  s p e l l  o f  bad  
weather.

B efo re  the c o a s t  was amply p ro v id e d  w it h  l i g h t s h ip s  and l ig h t h o u s e s ,  the  
shoals o f f  New J e r s e y  w ere a g ra v e y a rd  f o r  s h ip s ,  sh ip w re ck e d  s a i l o r s  and 
passengers. Among th e many sh ip w re c k s  w it h  d re a d fu l lo s s  o f  l i f e  w ere th o se  
of the p a sse n g e r s h ip s  Powhatan and New E ra  i n  the s i x t i e s .  From th e  fo rm er  
311 l i v e s  were l o s t  and 260 from  th e  l a t t e r .

The d u t ie s  o f  th e men i n  th e lig h t h o u s e  s e r v ic e  do n o t in c lu d e  l i f e -
saving. T h is  work i s  d e le g a te d  to  th e  C o a st Guard s e r v ic e ,  w h ich  has 39 s t a 
tion s alo n g  th e c o a s t  eq uip p ed  w ith  d e v ic e s  f o r  s a v in g  th e l i v e s  o f  b a th e rs  
from the sh o re  and o f  sh ip w re ck e d  t r a v e l e r s .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  due to  the exposed  
and is o la t e d  p o s it io n s  o f  lig h t h o u s e s  and l i g h t s h ip s ,  th e re  have been many i n 
stances o f  re s c u e s  u n d e rta k en  v o l u n t a r i l y  and a t  g re a t  r i s k .  Em ployees r e c e iv e  
no rem uneration f o r  such h a rd s h ip s  endured o r  dan gers fa c e d . Commendation
by the Departm ent o f  Commerce o r ,  i n  r a r e  in s t a n c e s ,  th e  award o f  a medal a re

each day to tend the light.


