
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

F iv e  Fathom Bank L ig h t s h ip ,  16 m ile s  s o u th e a st o f  Cape May P o in t, was 
e s t a b lis h e d  i n  18 39 . I n  a h u r r ic a n e  t h a t  rag ed  f o r  two d ay s, A ugust 23 and 24, 
1893, the l i g h t s h ip  s t a t io n e d  a t  t h i s  p o in t  fo u n d e re d . F o u r o f  th e  crew  were 
l o s t .

t h re e  m ile s  o f f  
Sandy Hook. T h is  
s h ip  was p la c e d  in  
1868 to  mark the  
w reck o f  the  
steam er S c o t la n d .  
The encumbrance 
h a s lo n g  s in c e  
been rem oved; b u t  
th e  S c o tla n d
L ig h t s h ip  has been  
k e p t i n  s e r v ic e  as  
an a d d it io n a l
s a fe g u a rd .

P la c e d  i n  
1930, Barnegat  
L ig h t s h ip  i s  th e  
most re c e n t  o f  the  
New J e r s e y  L ig h t ­
s h ip s ,  h a v in g  t a k ­
en o v e r the fu n c ­
t io n s  o f  th e aban­
doned B arn eg at  
L ig h th o u se .

S c o t la n d  L ig h t ,  Sandy Hook 
C o u rte s y  o f  B u reau  o f  L ig h t h o u s e s , W ash in g to n

U n le s s  r e l ie v e d ,  a l i g h t s h ip  i s  n o t a llo w e d  to  le a v e  h e r  s t a t io n  on any 
p r e t e x t .  The more s e r io u s  th e  w ea th e r c o n d it io n s ,  th e  more im p o rta n t i t  is 
t h a t  h e r  l i g h t  and fo g  s ig n a ls  be k e p t i n  o p e r a t io n . There a re  many accounts 
o f  t e r r i f i c  h a rd s h ip s  s u f f e r e d  by th e crew s o f  th e se  lo n e ly  g u a rd ia n s  during 
f e r o c io u s  storm s o r  dense fo g s .

L ig h t s h ip s  i n  exposed p o s it io n s  a t  th e  m ercy o f  g a le s  and c ro s s -c u r r e n t s ,  
a re  p ro v id e d  w ith  e v e ry  means to  in s u r e  t h e i r  s a f e t y  and keep them on their 
s t a t io n .  Mushroom a n ch o rs w e ig h in g  up to  7000 pounds w ith  i r o n  o r  steel 
c h a in s ,  i n  some c a s e s  as lo n g  as 900 f e e t ,  h o ld  them a t  t h e i r  p o s t .

Modem l i g h t s h ip s  have p r o p e l l in g  e n g in e s and a re  r a d io  e q u ip p e d , so that 
by a ju d ic io u s  use o f  power th e y  can  r e l i e v e  th e  s t r a i n  on th e m ooring during 
a h a rd  storm  o r  communicate w ith  sh o re  s t a t io n s  and s h ip s  a t  se a  i n  ca se  of 
em ergency.

G re a t advance h a s been made i n  th e  d e s ig n  and equipm ent o f  lig h t s h ip s  
s in c e  th e f i r s t  s m a ll b o a ts  w ere towed out and a n ch o red  a t  h a rb o r e n tra n c e s  or 
dangerous p o in t s .  These e a r ly  l i g h t s h ip s  d is p la y e d  a l i g h t  a t  th e  m ast, but 
w ere l e f t  a t  t h e i r  s t a t io n s  w ith o u t  a cre w . Someone was d e le g a te d  to  go out


