
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

One o f  th e  
f i r s t  a g e n c ie s  e s 
t a b lis h e d  by th e  
C ongress o f  the  
U n ited  S ta te s  in  
1789 was the  
L ig h th o u se  S e rv 
i c e .  At t h a t  tim e  
t h e re  w ere tw elve  
l ig h t h o u s e s  i n  op
e r a t io n .  The Sandy 
Hook tow er was 
o n e ;  n in e  w ere in  
New England wa
t e r s ;  one was a t  
Cape H enlopen in  
Delaw are and one 
a t  C h a rle s t o n ,S .C .

In  1903
lig h t h o u s e  work  
was p la c e d  under 
th e Department o f  
Commerce and i n  
1910 th e p re s e n t  
Bureau o f  L ig h t 
houses was c re a te d  under th e  same Departm ent to  d ir e c t  th e  e s t a b lis h m e n t , o o e - I  

s t r u c t io n ,  m aintenance and o p e r a t io n  o f  a l l  l ig h t h o u s e s ,  l i g h t s h ip s ,  buoys, j 
m arkers and o th e r n a v ig a t io n  a id s  on th e  4 0 ,0 0 0  m ile s  o f  s e a c o a s t , th e  Great 
Lakes and n a v ig a b le  r i v e r s  o f  th e  c o u n t r y .  S u p e r v is io n  i s  d iv id e d  among| 
seven teen  d i s t r i c t s  w ith  a p e rs o n n e l o f  5 ,0 5 0  em ployees, 42 o f  whom a re  em
p lo y ed  i n  th e  Bureau a t  W a sh in g to n . The s e a c o a s t  o f  New J e r s e y  l i e s  in  the 
T h ird  D i s t r i c t ,  w h ich  in c lu d e s  th e  w a te rs  o f  Rhode I s la n d  (e x c e p t in g  Narragan- 
s e t t  B a y ), C o n n e c tic u t, New Y o rk and New J e r s e y ,  w it h  h e a d q u a rte rs  a t  Staten 
I s la n d .  The D elaw are Bay and R iv e r  w a te rs  a re  under th e  F o u rth  D i s t r i c t ,  with 
h e a d q u a rte rs  in  P h ila d e lp h ia .

L ig h th o u se s  p la c e d  on exposed p o in t s  o f  la n d  o r  s h i f t i n g  s h o a ls  are at 
th e  meroy o f  th e v e r y  d an g e rs th e y  a re  s e t  to  g u a rd . There have been many 
in s t a n c e s  o f  lig h t h o u s e s  b e in g  l i t e r a l l y  washed in t o  th e  sea a s t h e i r  founda
t io n s  crum bled under the a t t a c k  o f  th e  w a ve s. Problem s o f  w ind  and wave re
s is t a n c e  command c o n s ta n t stu d y , and t h e r e  a re  many lig h t h o u s e s  t h a t  a re  fa
mous f o r  th e s k i l l  employed i n  t h e i r  d e s ig n  and c o n s t r u c t io n .

The Brandywine S h o a l L ig h th o u se , e re c t e d  i n  1914 e ig h t  m ile s  from  the 
e n tra n ce  o f  D elaw are Bay, m arks a dangerous s h o a l w here two lig h t h o u s e s  have 
succumbed to  th e  pounding o f  th e  waves and th e  g r in d in g  o f  th e  i c e .  F o r  years 
th e  spot was marked by a l i g h t s h i p .  The abandoned lig h t h o u s e  i s  s t i l l  standing 
c lo s e  to  th e  new one. A 2 2 5 -to n  r e in f o r c e d  c o n c re te  p i e r  form s th e  foundation 
f o r  th e c i r c u l a r  c o n c re te  d w e ll in g .  The beaoon i t s e l f  s ta n d s a t  th e  c e n t e r  of 
a group o f  n in e  ir o n  le g s .  S u rro u n d in g  th e e n t ir e  s t r u c t u r e  a re  30 heavy iron


