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SAFEGUARDS OF OUR COAST

New J e r s e y ,  e x ce p t f o r  a s m a ll s t r i p  a lo n g  th e  n o rth e rn  b o r d e r ,  i s  s u r 
rounded by w a t e r, n e a r ly  300 m ile s  o f  w h ich  i s  n a v ig a b le .  The g e n t le  c o a s t  
lin e  i s  o u t lin e d  b y  many m ile s  o f  b ro a d  beach es w here c h i ld r e n  romp s a f e ly  i n  
the c u r l in g  b r e a k e r s ;  and i s  in d e n te d  by co ves and i n l e t s  t h a t  o f f e r  s a fe  h a r
bors fo r  gay y a c h ts  and f is h i n g  b o a t s . But beyond th e  l e v e l  sh o re  a re  t r e a c h 
erous s h o a ls  and sand b a rs  t h a t  have been th e  d read  o f  m a rin e rs  from  th e days 
of Henry Hudson and th e  D u tch , Sw edish  and E n g lis h  s e t t l e r s  who fo llo w e d  him . 
The newcomers t o  th e se  s h o re s  i n  th e  e a r l y  d a y s ,w ith o u t  a s ig n a l  to  w arn them, 
took t h e ir  ch an ces a g a in s t  b e in g  grounded on a sand b a r  and b e in g  b a t t e r e d  to  
pieces by th e  w a v e s.

The f i r s t  A m erican  lig h t h o u s e  was b u i l t  to  p r o t e c t  th e s h ip p in g  o f  Bos
ton. I t s  l i g h t i n g  on Septem ber 1 7 , 1716 was h a i le d  as an epoch-m aking e v e n t .  
Sixteen o i l  lamps p la c e d  i n  gro up s o f  fo u r  fu r n is h e d  th e  i l l u m i n a t io n .  The 
cost o f  m a in t a in in g  th e  l i g h t  and th e  s a la r y  o f  the k e e p e r w ere p a id  from  a 
tax imposed on a l l  v e s s e ls  p u t t in g  i n  to  th e  h a r b o r . I n  th e  n e x t 40 y e a rs  two 
more beacon to w ers were b u i l t  a lo n g  th e  ro c k y  New E ngland c o a s t .

As la t e  as 1761 t h e re  was no w a rn in g  s ig n a l  o r  o t h e r  a id  t o  n a v ig a t io n  i n  
New York H a rb o r. The m erch an ts o f  th e  c i t y  o rg a n iz e d  a l o t t e r y  to  r a i s e  fu n d s  
fo r the c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  a lig h t h o u s e  and bought f o u r  a c r e s  o f  la n d  on Sandy  
Hook. So la g g in g  was p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  a second l o t t e r y  was n e c e s s a r y  to  
produce enough money to  com plete th e  p r o je c t .

On June 1 1 ,1 7 6 4  th e Sandy Hook l i g h t  f i r s t  shone out o v e r th e d a rk  o cea n . 
The n in e - s t o r y  o c ta g o n a l m asonry tow er r i s i n g  to  a h e ig h t  o f  85 f e e t  was a 
notable s k y s c ra p e r  a t  th e  t im e . The l i g h t  from  48 o i l  b la z e s  s e t  i n  g la s s 
sided la n t e rn s  made i t  th e  m ost p o w e rfu l l i g h t  on th e  c o n t in e n t .  Of a l l  th e  
e a rly  c o lo n ia l  l i g h t s  th e  s t u rd y  Sandy Hook tow er w it h  i t s  b r i c k - l i n e d  w a l l s ,  
seven fe e t  t h i c k  a t  th e  b a s e , i s  the o n ly  one re m a in in g  i n t a c t  and i n  s e r v ic e  
today. At th e  tim e o f  i t s  c o n s t r u c t io n  i t  sto o d  about 500 f e e t  from  th e  n o rt h 
ern e x trem ity  o f  th e Hook. The t id e s  o f  n e a r ly  175 y e a rs  have p i le d  th e  sand  
around i t  so t h a t  to d a y  th e  sh o re  l i n e  exten d s a q u a r t e r  o f  a m ile  beyond th e  
tower.

When th e B r i t i s h  f l e e t  g a th ere d  o f f  New Y o rk  H arb o r i n  1776 a p a r t y  o f  
adventurous A m erican s d ism a n tle d  the l i g h t  i n  o rd e r  to  c o n fu s e  th e  enemy. A 
landing p a rt y  was f o r t h w it h  d is p a t c h e d  to  r e s t o r e  i t *  S h o r t ly  a fte rw a rd  the  
Americans t r i e d  a g a in  to  d e s t ro y  th e l i g h t  b y  u s in g  a s m a ll f i e l d  gun mounted 
in  an open b o a t . They su cceed ed  i n  damaging th e  to w er somewhat b e fo re  th e y  
were d riv e n  o f f .


