
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

P rin c e t o n  f o r  seven g e n e ra t io n s . They w ere b ro u g h t from  E n glan d  i n  1 7 6 2 . The
o ld  house was a f a v o r it e  m eeting p la c e  o f  p a t r io t s  i n  c o lo n i a l  d a y s. On the
F o u rth  o f  J u l y  th e se  c a t a lp a s  b e a r  p u re  w h ite  b lo ss o m s . F o r  t h i s  re a s o n  they 
have been c a l le d  "in d ep en d en ce T r e e s ."

Two yew t r e e s ,  s a id  to  be th e  o ld e s t  o f  t h e i r  s p e c ie s  i n  A m e rica , are  at f 
H a d d o n fie ld , b ro u g h t from  E n glan d  i n  1712 by E liz a b e t h  Haddon, fo u n d e r o f  the 
town, whose ro m a n tic  l i f e  was c e le b r a t e d  i n  L o n g fe llo w ’ s " T a le s  o f  a Wayside 
In n "  and i n  L y d ia  M a ria  C h i l d ’ s s t o r y  "The Y o u th fu l E m ig ra n t."  She married 
John E stau g h , a Q uaker, and b u i l t  a f in e  b r i c k  m ansion f o r  t h e i r  home, setting  
th e t r e e s  b e fo re  i t .  When th e m ansion was d e stro y e d  b y  f i r e  i n  1842 h e r  de­
scen d a n ts saved them by s p re a d in g  w et ru g s  o v e r th e  b ra n c h e s . Yew t r e e s  are
n o t n a t iv e  to  t h i s  c o u n try  and o n ly  r a r e l y  adapt th e m se lv e s to  th e  s o i l  and
c lim a t e .

The W ashington W a ln u t, sh a d in g  th e  W ash in g to n  In n , 425 Ridgewood Road, 
Maplewood, i s  b e lie v e d  to  have been p la n t e d  by Tim othy and E s t h e r  B a l l  when 
th e y  b u i l t  t h e i r  home, now th e  in n ,  i n  1 7 4 3 . A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  t a b le t  on the 
t r e e ,  when W ashington v i s i t e d  th e  home d u rin g  th e  R e v o lu t io n  he t i e d  h is  horse 
t o  an ir o n  r in g  w h ich  th e b a rk  h a s s in c e  o verg ro w n . A lth o u g h  many o f  the 
b ra n ch e s t h a t  overhung th e  ro ad  have been c u t  away, t h i s  o ld  g ia n t  s t i l l  
f lo u r is h e s .  The t ru n k  i s  about 13 f e e t  i n  c ir c u m fe re n c e .

On th e  p ro p e rt y  o f  D r. M a u ric e  C o h en ,a t Clarem ont Avenue and V a l le y  Road, 
M o n t c la ir ,  where th e h i s t o r i c  Crane house once sto o d , i s  a n o th e r w a ln u t tree, 
s u r v iv in g  from  th e  days when W ash in gto n  v i s i t e d  t h e r e .  T h is  t r e e  i s  o f  es­
p e c ia l  in t e r e s t  to  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  community b e ca u se  o f  th e  fa n t a s t ic  
f ig u r e s  o f  a n im a ls and gnomes p la c e d  i n  i t s  b ra n ch e s b y  D r. Cohen.

Cedars o f  Lebanon a re  d i s t i n c t l y  n o t n a t iv e  to  t h i s  c o u n try , but in  a 
c o n g e n ia l environm ent a re  known to  l i v e  to  a g re a t  ag e. One o f  t h e s e ,  imported 
about 1850 as a s a p lin g  from  Mount O liv e t  i n  th e  H o ly  Land, sta n d s i n  f r o n t  of 
th e  Borough H a l l  i n  W oodlynne, Camden C o u n ty. T h is  was th e  s i t e  o f  the  
where M ark Newbie e s t a b lis h e d  th e f i r s t  bank i n  New J e r s e y ,  i f  n o t i n  the 
c o u n try .

At Ringwood Manor i n  th e  north ern , p a r t  o f  P a s s a ic  County, r e c e n t ly  giver 
to  th e S ta te  as a h i s t o r i c a l  p a rk , a re  many o ld  t r e e s .  A la r g e  p a r t  o f  the 
m u n itio n s  f o r  th e  C o n t in e n t a l Army was m a n u factu red  a t Ringw ood. Robert 
E r s k in e ,  th e  i r o n  m a ste r, was a ls o  W a s h in g to n 's  s u r v e y o r - g e n e r a l.  So important 
w ere E rs k in e  and h is  fo r g e s  to  th e  C o lo n ia l  cau se t h a t  t h e i r  names w ere ex­
c lu d e d  from  a l l  m i l i t a r y  d is p a t c h e s  as a p r e c a u t io n  a g a in s t  B r i t i s h  spies. 
A lo n g sid e  th e  house and s t i l l  b e a r in g  lu s c io u s  f r u i t  i s  a f in e  p e a r t r e e  that: 
was s ta n d in g  when W ashington v i s i t e d  h e r e .  I n  f r o n t  o f  th e  house i s  a double 
row o f  t r e e s  p la n te d  by M rs . M a rt in  R y e rso n , w ife  o f  E r s k in e ’ s s u c c e s s o r ,  to 
commemorate th e  Peace o f  Ghent f o llo w in g  th e  War o f  1 8 1 2 .


