
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

i s  a p ic t u r e  o f  symmetry and b e a u ty . I t  has a b r e a s t - h e ig h t  c irc u m fe re n c e  o f
19 fe e t  9 in c h e s  and lo o k s  l i k e  a m in ia t u re  f o r e s t  b a la n c e d  on a s in g le  stem .

There i s  a w h ite  oak on th e  H a rtsh o rn e  e s t a t e  i n  th e N a v e sin k  H ig h la n d s ,  
not f a r  from  th e  Shrew sbury R iv e r ,  w h ic h  urns i n  i t s  second o r  t h i r d  c e n t u ry
■when R ic h a rd  H a rtsh o rn e  in  1671 bought th e la n d  from  th e  In d ia n s .  I n  1778  a
troop o f  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s  w it h  a 1 2 -m ile  l i n e  o f  baggage and men r e t r e a t e d
from Monmouth B a t t l e f i e l d  to  s h ip s  an ch o red  o f f  Sandy Hook. One o f  th e  o f f i -
ce rs    t r a d i t i o n  sa ys i t  was S i r  H enry C lin t o n  —  s a lu t e d  R ic h a r d  H a rts h o rn e ,
and complim ented him  on h i s  h o ld in g s  i n  th e  H ig h la n d s . H a rtsh o rn e  i s  s a id  to  
have answered f ir m ly :  " I  in t e n d  to  h o ld  them, s i r . "  H is  d esce n d a n ts s t i l l
hold the la n d  on w h ic h  th e  oak s t a n d s .

Another a n c ie n t  t r e e  i s  a t  B a sk in g  R id g e . Known as "O ld  O a k ," i t  i s  
reputed to be about 500 y e a rs  o ld .  I t  sta n d s i n  th e y a rd  o f  th e P r e s b y t e r ia n  
Church, b ra c e d  w it h  numerous s t e e l  p o s t s ,  i t s  a r c h in g  boughs e x te n d in g  out 
more than 100 f e e t  fro m  th e  t r u n k .

On a farm  now known as " P o e t 's  D ream ," j u s t  so uth  o f  Matawan, a t  F re n e a u ,
th ere  i s  a grove o f  lo o u s t  t r e e s  n e a r th e  g ra ve  o f  P h i l i p  F re n e a u , th e  p o e t o f  
the R e v o lu t io n . The t r e e s  w ere a c e n tu ry  o ld  when young P h i l i p  p la y e d  i n  t h e i r  
shade on h is  f a t h e r 's  1 0 0 0 -a c re  fa rm , w h ich  was c a l le d  Uount P le a s a n t  H a l l .  
L a te r he w alked u n d e r th e  lo c u s t s  w it h  E le a n o r Forman, who became h i s  w if e ;  
and i t  i s  s a id  many o f  h i s  poems w ere w r it t e n  i n  th e  g ro v e .

The p re s e n t  owner o f  th e farm  c h e r is h e s  th e s e  t r e e s  as much as he does 
the p o e t’ s g ra v e ,  
which i s  marked 
by a monument,al
though when he 
bought th e farm
20 y e a rs  ago he 
knew n o th in g  a -  
bout Freneau o r  
the two landm arks  
th at r e c a l l  h is  
memory —  th e
grave, and th e
lo c u s t  t r e e s .

S tan d in g  as  
a m emorial to  
R ich a rd  S to ck to n ,  
s ig n e r o f  th e
D e c la ra t io n  o f  
Independence, i  s 
a row o f  f in e  ca~
ta lp a s  on th e
lawn o f "M o rven ,"  
home o f  th e  
Stocktons i n Salem  Oak


