
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

I n  1765 th e  Board o f  T ru s t e e s  o f  P r in c e t o n  o rd e re d  th e p la n t in g  o f  a ro» 
o f  sycam ores b e fo re  th e  r e s id e n c e  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  c o l le g e .  T h is  was 
th e  y e a r i n  w h ich  England p a sse d  th e  Stamp A c t .  F o r  t h i s  re a s o n  th e  Princeton 
sycam ores have e v e r  s in c e  been a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  War o f  In d ep e n d e n ce. t»0
o f  th e t r e e s  s t i l l  sta n d  n e a r th e house o c c u p ie d  by th e  dean o f  th e  Univer-
s i t y .  They a re  90 f e e t  i n  h e ig h t  and have a d ia m e te r o f  t h r e e  f e e t .

I n  f r o n t  o f  th e O ld B a p t is t  m eeting house i n  H o p e w e ll, on la n d  donated by 
John H a rt, a s ig n e r  o f  the D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d ep en d en ce, sta n d s a n o th e r great 
sycam ore. Under i t s  b ra n ch e s C o lo n e l Ja co b  Houghton, a R e v o lu t io n a r y  p atrio t, 
t o ld  th e  news o f  th e  B a t t le  o f  L e x in g to n , e n d in g  th e  s t i r r i n g  a d d re s s  w ith  the 
c r y :  "Men o f  New J e r s e y ,  th e  re d c o a ts  a re  m u rd e rin g  o u r b r e t h r e n  o f  New
E n g la n d ! Who f o llo w s  me to  B o sto n ?" T r a d it io n  s t a t e s  t h a t  e v e ry  man answered 
" I i "  T h is  f in e  o ld  t r e e  now shades th e  q u ie t  b u r y in g  ground w here H a rt and 
Houghton both r e s t .

At Shrew sbury t h e re  a re  te n  sycam ores o f  r a r e  b e a u ty . O r i g i n a l l y  there 
w ere 13 and i t  i s  b e lie v e d  th e y  w ere p la n t e d  to  commemorate th e  o r i g i n a l  13 
c o lo n ie s .  They a re  c a re d  f o r  b y  p a t r i o t i c  s o c ie t i e s  o f  Monmouth County. A 
few y e a rs  ago th e  Board o f  F r e e h o ld e r  u n d e rto o k  to  lo p  o f f  some o f  the
b ra n ch e s s p re a d in g  o v e r a p u b l ic  h ig hw ay. The women o f  th e  town, aroused,
se n t a m essenger to  F re e h o ld  to  g et an in ju n c t io n  t h a t  w ould sto p  th e work. 
Men were a lr e a d y  a t  w ork, b u t the women b e g u ile d  them b y  f e e d in g  them cake and 
i c e  cream —  even p a s s in g  re fre sh m e n ts  up to  th o se  i n  th e upperm ost branches. 
The t r e e s  w ere sa v e d . Monmouth C h a p te r o f  th e  D au g h ters o f  th e  American 
R e v o lu tio n  th en  s t a r t e d  a S ta te -w id e  cam paign to  p r e s e r v e  them.

P ro b a b ly  th e  most famous t r e e  i n  New J e r s e y  i s  th e  Salem  Oak, f o r  not
o n ly  has i t s  g re a t  age and b e a u ty  g a in e d  f o r  i t  a w id e  r e p u t a t io n ,  b u t its
progeny i s  s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t t h i s  c o u n try  and a b ro a d . T here a re  standing  
o rd e rs  f o r  a l l  the a c o rn s , w h ich  a re  c a r e f u l l y  g a th e re d  each y e a r .  T h is  400- 
y e a r - o ld  g ia n t  sta n d s i n  th e  F r ie n d s '  Cem etery i n  Salem , w here f o r  more than a 
c e n tu ry  i t  has been ca re d  f o r  by th e  S o c ie t y  o f  F r ie n d s .

Measurements made i n  1933 gave th e h e ig h t  as 73 f e e t ;  c irc u m fe re n c e , 5 
f e e t  from  th e  ground, 19 f e e t ;  s p re a d , 1 0 ,5 1 6  sq u a re  f e e t .  In  10 y e a r s  $ 2 ,0 0 0  

has been sp en t f o r  s u rg e ry  and c a r e .  Beneath i t s  b ra n c h e s Jo h n  Fenw ieke is 
supposed to  have made h i s  t r e a t y  w it h  th e In d ia n s  i n  1675 when he purchased  
e x t e n s iv e  la n d s  f o r  th e  Q uaker c o lo n y  w h ich  he e s t a b lis h e d .  T h is  t r e a t y ,  made 
6 y e a rs  p re v io u s  to  Penn’ s famous t r e a t y ,  was the f i r s t  made b y  a w h ite  man 
w ith  the In d ia n s  t h a t  was not b ro k e n .

E q u a lin g  th e Salem  Oak i n  b e a u ty , age and s iz e  i s  a g re a t  w h ite  oak on
fa rm la n d  a t th e end o f  F i r s t  Avenue, i n  M antua, G lo u c e s t e r  C ounty. I t  i s  said
t h a t  In d ia n s  g a th ere d  u n d e r i t  f o r  t h e i r  c o u n c i ls ,  a t r a d i t i o n  stre n g th e n e d  ty 
th e  knowledge t h a t  th e y  used th e banks o f  Mantua Creek f o r  a re n d e z v o u s. There 
i s  no h i s t o r i c  e v e n t a s s o c ia t e d  w it h  t h i s  t r e e ,  n o r has i t  e n jo y e d  th e  care 
g iv e n  th e  Salem  Oak. Some o f  i t s  p o w e rfu l b ra n c h e s m ight be trim m ed o f  dead 
wood, b u t th e  dense f o l ia g e  t e s t i f i e s  to  a sound h e a r t .  Summer and w in t e r  i t

the evacuation of Philadelphia.


