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L I V I NG LANDMARKS

Much o ld e r  and more b e a u t if u l  th an  
th e  g r a n it e  and m arb le  monuments e re c t e d  
i n  New J e r s e y  to  honor famous men o r  
famous e v e n ts a re  a number o f  f in e  o ld  
t r e e s  t h a t  have w ith s to o d  storm  and d i s ­
ease f o r  c e n t u r ie s .  Some o f  th e s e , be­
ca u se  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  a s s o c ia t io n s ,  a re  
b e in g  ca re d  f o r  to d a y  by h i s t o r i c a l  so­
c i e t i e s ,  governm ental a g e n o ie s o r  p r iv a t e  
i n d i v i d u a l s .

Oaks and sycam ores pred o m in ate i n  
th e  l i s t  o f  l i v i n g  monuments. Both a re  
hardwood t r e e s  and noted f o r  lo n g  l i f e .  
The oak grows s lo w ly .  The sycam ore ( a ls o  
c a l le d  th e  buttonw ood) s e t s  a f a s t e r  
p a c e ;b y  some a u t h o r it ie s  i t  i s  c o n s id e re d  
th e  most m a ssive  o f  o u r n a t iv e  d ecid u o u s  
t r e e s .  I t  re se m b le s the p la n e  t r e e ,  and 
i s  d is t in g u is h e d  by i t  b u r r - l i k e  b lo sso m  
and th e p e r io d ic  p e e lin g  o f  i t s  b a rk ,  
le a v in g  s t re a k e d  p a tch e s o f  w h it e .  The 

B u r lin g t o n  Sycamore Sycamore p r e f e r s  lo w  ground, and i s  most
commonly found i n  so u th e rn  New J e r s e y .

In  the c i t y  o f  B u r lin g t o n  i s  th e  la r g e s t  t r e e  i n  th e  S t a t e ,  a g ia n t  s y c a ­
more m easuring 2 0 .3  f e e t  i n  c irc u m fe re n c e  4 ^  f e e t  fro m  th e  g ro u n d . E stim a te d  
to be more th an  400 y e a rs  o ld ,  t h i s  t r e e  once shaded th e  law n a t  th e  home o f  
W illia m  F r a n k l in ,  l a s t  R o y a l G o vern o r o f  New J e r s e y .  A s m a ll s t r i p  o f  la n d  
now l i e s  between th e  t r e e  and D elaw are R iv e r ,  b u t i n  th e  e a r ly  days th e  r i v e r  
flowed c lo s e  by th e  sycam ore. To th e  s t u r d y  t r u n k  was moored th e  s h ip  S h ie ld , 
from w hich a l i t t l e  company o f  E n g lis h  c o lo n is t s  la n d e d  i n  1678 to  e s t a b l is h  
the se ttle m e n t t h a t  l a t e r  became B u r lin g t o n .  T h is  v e t e r a n  i s  known as th e  
W itches T re e , b e ca u se  o f  a t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  w it c h e s  danced abo ut i t .

On the K in g 's  Highway a t  H a d d o n fie ld  i s  a row o f  sycam ores more th a n  250  
years o ld .  T h e ir  b ra n ch e s w ere g ree n  o v e r th e  heads o f  m a rch in g  s o ld ie r s  
during th e R e v o lu t io n , and beneath them camped f o r a g in g  p a r t ie s  le d  by G e n e ra l
Anthony Wayne, as he g a th e re d  s u p p lie s  f o r  th e  army o f  W ash in g to n . Count 
Donop, Count P u la s k i,  and th e  M a rq u is de L a fa y e t t e  knew t h e i r  sh ade. I n  1778  
the B r it i s h  array m arched ben eath  t h e i r  boughs on i t s  r e t r e a t  to  New Y o rk  a f t e r


