
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

Another pro blem  i s  t h a t  o f  f o r e s t  
f i r e s .  S in c e  many o f  th e  bogs a re  i n  
woodland, and th e  v in e s  a re  c o m b u s tib le , a 
system o f  f i r e  l i n e s  o r  b u r n e d - o f f  s t r i p s  
i s  employed to  p r o t e c t  them. The o r d in a r y  
methods o f  f ig h t i n g  f o r e s t  f i r e s  a re  used  
when flam es t h re a t e n  th e  b o g s.

H a rv e st b e g in s  i n  e a r ly  Septem ber and 
la s t s  u n t i l  la t e  O c to b e r. E n t ir e  f a m i l i e s ,  
men and women, young and o ld ,  spend th e  
season in  th e f i e l d s .  They a re  housed i n  
m akeshift s h e lt e r s  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  ow ners.
Most o f them a re  I t a l i a n s .  They a re  p a id  
on the b a s is  o f  th e  q u a n t it y  o f  b e r r i e s
p icked. As each box i s  f i l l e d  th e  p ic k e r
re c e iv e s  a t i c k e t  w h ic h  r e p r e s e n t s  so much 
money and i s  a c c e p te d  as c u r r e n c y  i n  th e  
sto re s in  th e  v i c i n i t y .  S co o p in g  c r a n b e r r ie s

P ic k e r s  a re  a s s ig n e d  to  c e r t a in  p la c e s  and a re  h e ld  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h a t  
s e c tio n . A group o f  f o u r  o r  f i v e  p ic k e r s  may be a s s ig n e d  to  a s t r i p  one ro d  
wide. E ig h t  to  12 such gro up s a re  s u p e r v is e d  b y  a forem an, who w a lk s  up and
down between th e  s t r i p s  to  see t h a t  th e p la n t s  a re  p ic k e d  c le a n  and t h a t  few
b e r r ie s  a re  dropped on th e  g ro u n d. U n le s s  th e  p ic k in g  i s  c a r e f u l l y  s u p e r v is e d  
as much as 25 p e rc e n t  o f  th e c ro p  may be l e f t  on th e  v in e s  b y  th e  w o rk e rs .  
The p ic k e r s  m ust w ork h a rd  and f a s t  d u rin g  th e  b r i e f  seaso n  to  make t h e i r  
employment p r o f i t a b l e  enough to  meet t h e i r  n e e d s.

The method o f  k e e p in g  t r a c k  o f  the h a r v e s t  i s  s im p le . I f  3 0 ,0 0 0  b u s h e ls  
of b e r r ie s  a re  to  be p ic k e d  i n  40 w o rk in g  days i t  means t h a t  750 b u s h e ls  must 
be p ick e d  d a i l y .  W ith  a f o r c e  o f  200 o r  250 p ic k e r s  th e  a ve ra g e  i s  t h re e  to  
fou r b u s h e ls . As th e  p ic k e r  p re s e n t s  a f i l l e d  box he r e c e iv e s  a numbered 
t ic k e t .  I f  th e  f i r s t  t i c k e t  is s u e d  i n  th e m orning i s  Ho. 569 and th e  l a s t  one 
at n ig h t i s  No. 1 ,2 3 2  th e  grow er knows t h a t  663 m easures have been h a rv e s t e d .

R e c e n tly  a new method o f  p ic k in g ,  c a l le d  s c o o p in g , has changed th e la b o r  
problem on th e  b o g s. A c r a n b e r r y  scoop has s t e e l  t e e t h  so a rra n g e d  t h a t  th e  
operator can comb th ro u g h  th e  v in e s ,  c a t c h in g  th e  b e r r i e s  i n  a b o x - l ik e  com­
partment. I t  i s  a heavy t o o l  t h a t  r e q u ir e s  h a n d lin g  b y  men. An o r d in a r y
la b o re r u s in g  a scoop ca n  g a th e r s i x  to  12 b u s h e ls  a day w h ile  sin e x p e rt  ca n  
average 20 b u s h e ls .

The s c o o p in g  method, u sed  on more th a n  h a l f  o f  th e  bogs i n  New J e r s e y ,
reduces the c o s t  o f  la b o r  and sa ves i n  h o u sin g  and s u p e r v is io n .  But th e re  a re
d isa d v a n ta g e s. More b e r r i e s  a re  dropped to  th e  ground, and th e  v in e s  a re  
o ften damaged. Some g ro w ers have t r i e d  p a y in g  on an h o u r ly  b a s is  in s t e a d  o f  
by p ie c e  r a t e s .  T h is  slo w s up th e  w ork somewhat, b u t  makes i t  more th o ro u g h .

C r a n b e r r ie s  sh o u ld  be p ic k e d  and h a n d le d  o n ly  when d ry  and s h o u ld  be k e p t  
at an even tem p era tu re  d u rin g  s t o r a g e . A te m p e ra tu re  o f  34 to  40 d e g re e s i s


