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F lo o d in g  a bog  

f r u i t  i n  Septem ber o r  O c to b e r.

a p a r t .  C are  i s  ta k e n  to  weed o u t any cut- 
t i n g  show ing d is e a s e .  W o rk in g  on his 
kn ees and u s in g  an o r d in a r y  d ib b le ,  a mai 
ca n  p la n t  about 10 sq u a re  ro d s  a day. it 
about 4 y e a rs  th e  ground i s  complete!' 
c o v e re d  b y  th e  v in e s  and th e y  s t a r t  to 
b e a r f r u i t .

The c r a n b e r r y  p la n t  o r  v in e  is  a 
t r a i l i n g  ru n n e r a lo n g  w h ich  a re  distrib- 
u ted  numerous e r e c t  b ra n c h e s  and roots, 
Both th e  ru n n e r and th e  u p r ig h t  bear 
le a v e s ,  b u t o n ly  th e  u p r ig h t  b e a rs  fruit, 
D u rin g  th e  w in t e r  a l l  th e  le a v e s  t u rn  red! 
b u t i n  th e  s p r in g  th e y  t u r n  g re e n .

F r u i t  buds f i r s t  a p p ea r i n  August, 
I n  th e  f o l lo w in g  s p r in g  th e  new uprights 
grow from  th e  t e r m in a l b u d . The vines
f lo w e r  i n  June and e a r l y  J u l y  and bear

I n  J a n u a ry  o f  each y e a r  th e  bogs a re  submerged and k e p t f lo o d e d  until 
e a r ly  May i n  o rd e r  to  p re v e n t  w in t e r  k i l l i n g  and a to o  e a r l y  s t a r t  o f  growth, 
Bogs a re  f lo o d e d  a g a in  d u rin g  l a t e  May o r  e a r l y  June to  k i l l  c e r t a i n  insects 
and th e  tre a tm e n t i s  re p e a te d  a f t e r  th e  f a l l  h a r v e s t .  O c c a s io n a lly  a refloi 
i n  A ugust i s  n e c e s s a r y .  These p e r io d ic  r e f lo w s  must be v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  con­
t r o l l e d .  I f  th e  p la n t s  rem ain  submerged to o  lo n g  th e  e n t ir e  c ro p  may be 
r u in e d .  I n  most c a s e s  th e  f lo w  must be p u t on and ta k e n  o f f  i n  24 h o u rs .

The most tro u b le so m e  d is e a s e  i s  th e  f a l s e  b lo sso m , w h ic h  i s  sp re a d  by i 
t i n y  le a f h o p p e r .  G ro w ers, w o rk in g  w it h  th e  c o o p e ra t io n  o f  e x p e rim e n ta l sta­
t io n s ,  a re  now a b le  to  f ig h t  t h i s  d is e a s e ,  b u t i n  re c e n t  y e a r s  i t  has been the 
m ain cau se f o r  th e  c u t t in g  o f  th e  c r a n b e r r y  c ro p  from  some 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  b a r r e ls  s 
y e a r to  a l i t t l e  o v e r 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 . O th er d is e a s e s ,  such as s c a ld ,  b l a s t  and rot, 
a re  cau sed  b y  f u n g i.  I n s e c t s  t h a t  i n j u r e  th e  p la n t s  in c lu d e  th e  yellow-headec 
fire w o rm , th e  b la c k -h e a d e d  fire w o rm , b lo sso m  worm, c r a n b e r r y  g i r d l e r  and the 
common g ra s s h o p p e r.

A lth o u g h  f lo o d in g  i s  th e  most common way o f  f ig h t i n g  th e s e  p e s t s ,  ner 
methods o f  c o n t r o l a re  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d . Many grow ers u se  p yreth ru m  dust, 
sp ra y e d  by hand d u s t e r s ,  by t r a c t i o n  d u s t e r s  o r  from  a u t o g ir o s  and a irp la n e s .

F r o s t s  a re  a n o th e r w o rry  to  th e  gro w er, f o r  th e c r a n b e r r y  bogs a re  mud 
c o ld e r  th a n  th e s u rro u n d in g  u p la n d  on c l e a r ,  s t i l l  n ig h t s  b e ca u se  o f  th e  lad 
o f  a i r  d ra in a g e . G row ers w atch th e  te m p e ra tu re s and when c o n d it io n s  threater 
f r o s t  d u rin g  th e  g ro w in g  seaso n  th e y  f lo o d  th e  bogs enough to  c o u n t e ra c t  the 
c o ld .  W ater has a h ig h  s p e c i f i c  h e a t, and as soon as i t  c o v e rs  a la r g e  ares 
th e  te m p e ra tu re  r i s e s  above f r e e z in g .  I t  i s  im p o rta n t f o r  th e  grow er to  knoi 
j u s t  what minimum te m p e ra tu re  th e  p la n t s  can sta n d  so t h a t  th e w a te r may be 
used  w ith o u t  w aste o r  w ith o u t damage to  th e  p la n t s .


