
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

she had ta k e n  on b o a rd  s e v e r a l dummy wooden p r o j e c t i l e s  made t o  f i t  th e  8-inch  
dynam ite gun mounted i n  th e  bow. From  a d is t a n c e  th e s e  dummies lo o k e d  very 
r e a l ,  so r e a l  t h a t  when a Navy tu g  came to  lo o k  f o r  th e  su b m a rin e , some work
men a t  the s h ip y a rd  t o ld  th e  tu g b o a t c a p t a in  t h a t  th e y  had seen  th e Holland  
lo a d  up w ith  p r o j e c t i l e s  and s e t  o f f  down th e  r i v e r .  A t f u l l  speed th e  tug 
went i n  p u r s u it .  An a l l - d a y  s e a rc h  o f  New Y o rk H a rb o r and th e  p o r t  o f  Perth 
Amboy re v e a le d  no s ig n  o f  th e  s u s p e c t ;  b u t  th e V is c a y a  was s t i l l  in t a c t ,  so 
th e  tu g  re tu rn e d  to  r e p o r t  th e  d is a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e subm arine and no harm 
done. S e v e ra l days l a t e r ,  q u it e  in n o c e n t  o f  th e commotion i t  had a ro u se d , the 
l i t t l e  H o lla n d  was d is c o v e re d  t i e d  up i n  th e P e rth  Amboy d o c k s.

At t h a t  tim e H o lla n d  had n o t y e t  t e s t e d  th e  subm erging a b i l i t y  o f  h is  
la t e s t  m odel. The f i r s t  t e s t  to o k  p la c e  on M arch 1 7 t h . I t  was n o t, however, 
u n t i l  A p r i l  1 9 0 0 ,a f t e r  s e v e r a l g r u e l l i n g  t e s t s  o f f  Sandy Hook and Long Is la n d ,  
th a t th e Government a u t h o riz e d  th e  p u rc h a se  o f  th e  H o lla n d .

On one o f  th e se  t e s t s ,  i n  June 1899, C la r a  B a rto n , th e  fo u n d e r o f  the 
A m erican Red C ro s s , was on b o a rd  as a g u e s t . As th e y  ra n  f o r  2 m ile s  u n d e r 15 
f e e t  o f  w a te r, H o lla n d  e x p la in e d  th e  m e c h a n ic a l d e v ic e s  and d e s c r ib e d  the 
p ro b a b le  e f f e c t  o f  th e  t o rp e d o . I f  he e x p ecte d  any a p p ro b a tio n  from  h i s  guest 
he was s a d ly  d is a p p o in t e d , f o r  C la r a  B a rto n  i n  no u n c e r t a in  term s expressed  
h e r  dism ay t h a t  a c i v i l i z e d  A m erica n  sh o u ld  be g u i l t y  o f  in v e n t in g  such a 
d e a d ly  in s t ru m e n t . H o lla n d  h a ste n e d  to  e x p la in  t h a t  he was c o n fid e n t  t h a t  i f  
a l l  n a t io n s  w ere e q u ip p e d  w it h  su bm arin es w ar w ould be no lo n g e r  p o s s ib le .

I n  December 1899 th e  H o lla n d  was ta k e n  t o  W a s h in g to n ,D .C ., f o r  e x h ib it io n  
nans up th e Potomac R iv e r .  B ecause o f  rough w ea th e r i t  was d e c id e d  to  take  
th e in s id e  passag e from  P e rth  Amboy th ro u g h  th e  D elaw are and R a r it a n  C a n a l to 
Bordentown, down th e  D elaw are to  D elaw are C it y  and th ro u g h  th e Chesapeake 
C a n a l to  Chesapeake Bay and on to  W a sh in g to n .

A l l  a lo n g  th e ro u te  p e o p le  tu rn e d  o u t i n  crow ds to  see t h i s  new wonder. 
A t Bordentown, w here th e subm arine came th ro u g h  th e  lo c k s  o f  th e  c a n a l and 
e n te re d  th e  D elaw are R iv e r ,  p u b l ic  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n  w ere d is m is s e d  and many of 
th e  s t o r e s  w ere c lo s e d .

A few months a f t e r  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  d e m o n stra tio n  a t  W a sh in g to n ,th e  G overn
ment o rd e re d  s i x  more su b m a rin e s. The f o l lo w in g  y e a r  G re a t B r i t a i n ,  R u ssia  
and Ja p a n  p la c e d  t h e i r  o r d e r s .

John H o lla n d  made an u n q u e s tio n a b le  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  in v e n t io n ,  b u t  he 
u t t e r l y  f a i l e d  to  promote p e a c e . R e a l iz a t io n  o f  t h i s  f i n a l  f a i l u r e  was spared  
him  by h is  death on A ugust 1 2 , 19 14 , a t  th e  o p en in g  o f  th e  W o rld  W ar. I f  they  
bo th  had l i v e d ,  p e rh a p s C la r a  B a rto n  w ould have rem inded him  o f  h e r  words on 
t h a t  June day an 1899.
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