
S T O R I E S  o f New Jersey

the improvement o f  war machinery, and he was a b le  to  secure f in a n c ia l  backing  
to continue h is  work. He worked a t  p lans and models fo r  seven more years and 
f in a lly  succeeded in  g e tt in g  th e  support o f  th e  Havy o f f i c i a l s .  In  1893, armed 
with a contract fo r  $150,000, he s ta r te d  to  b u ild  aga in . The new b o a t , c a lle d  
the Plunger, was launched in  B altim ore, l td ., in  1895; but Holland had been so  
hampered in  the carrying out o f  h is  p lans by in ter fe r en ce  from th e Government 
experts th a t th e r e s u lt  was a fa i lu r e  and th e  Plunger was abandoned.

Holland, s t i l l  under government co n tra c t, returned to  Hew Jersey  and a t  
the Crescent Shipyards in  E lizab eth p ort s ta r te d  to  b u ild  th e  "Holland" accord
ing to  h is  own id e a s , p r o f it in g  by th e  m istakes made in  th e  co n stru c tio n  o f  
the Plunger.

The Holland was s u c c e s s fu lly  launched e a r ly  in  1898. I t  was 53 f e e t  10 
inches lon g , f i t t e d  w ith  a g a so lin e  engine fo r  su rface  propu lsion  and an 
e le c tr ic  motor, supp lied  by storage b a t t e r ie s ,  fo r  tr a v e lin g  under w a ter . I t

H olland Submarine, W est S id e  Park, Paterson  
carried one pneumatic dynamite gun, a torpedo tube and sev era l torp ed oes.

In February o f  th a t  y e a r , b efore  th e  submarine had been accepted  by th e  
Government, i t  became th e  cen ter  o f  a  ser io -com ic  in c id e n t . The U nited  S ta te s  
was on the brink o f  war w ith  Spain and, a s  a  p r o te s t  a gp in st th e  presence o f  
the Maine in  Havana harbor, th e  Spanish warship V iscaya had been sen t t o  Hew 
York and was anchored in  th e  harbor.

One o f  th o se  b a s e le s s  rumors to  which nervous Government o f f i c i a l s  are  
su scep tib le  in  troub lous tim es reached th e  ear o f  th e  Mavy Department. The 
ta le  was th a t the H olland was planning  t o  t r y  i t s  guns on th e  Y iscaya . Admiral 
Bunce, in  conmmnd o f  th e  Hew York Havy Yard, was ordered t o  watch th e  strange  
v esse l and s e iz e  her i f  n ecessa ry .

The H olland, as y e t  p r iv a te ly  owned, had s e t  out from E lizab eth p ort fo r  
Perth Amboy fo r  f in a l  preparation b efore  bein g  t e s t e d .  J u st b efore  lea v in g


