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by heavy c a s k s . D is r e g a r d in g  th e s e  r e l a t i v e l y  m in o r d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  H olland  
d eterm ined  to  c o n c e n tra te  on t e s t in g  th e  subm erging p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  On Ju n e  6th 
a t  6 P . M. th e subm arine dove b en eath  th e  s u r f a c e ,  rem ained t h e r e  u n t i l  the 
same h o u r on th e  f o llo w in g  day, and emerged w ith  no damage t o  i t s e l f  o r  the 
o c c u p a n t. That much, a t  l e a s t ,  had b een  a c c o m p lish e d . I t  had been proved  
t h a t  th e  subm arine was no i d l e  dream.

F o rc e d , f o r  th e  tim e b e in g , t o  be c o n te n t w it h  t h i s  in c o m p le te  su c c e ss ,  
th e in v e n t o r  abandoned th e  c r a f t .  I t  was t i e d  up b e n ea th  th e  S p ru ce  S tre e t  
b r id g e .  F o r t y -s e v e n  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  i n  1 9 2 7 , a group o f  young men, w ith  th e  aid  
o f  a magnet borrow ed from  a n e a rb y  p la n t ,  lo c a t e d  th e  a lm o st f o r g o t t e n  boat. 
They s a lv a g e d  i t  from  th e  r i v e r  bottom  and p re s e n te d  i t  to  th e  P a te rs o n  Mu­
seum, where i t  i s  now on d is p la y .

In  1881 H o lla n d  la u n c h e d  a n o th e r subm arine i n  Hudson R iv e r .  T h is  new 
b o a t, b u i l t  i n  th e  D elam ater y a r d s ,  was a d e c id e d  im provem ent. T h irty -o n e  
f e e t  lo n g  and eq uip p ed  w it h  a o n e - c y lin d e r  com bustion e n g in e , i t  c o u ld  accom­
modate a crew  o f  t h r e e .

, By t h i s  tim e H o lla n d ’ s v e n tu re  had a t t r a c t e d  c o n s id e r a b le  n o t ic e .  Cheer­
in g  th ro n g s on b o a ts  and fro m  th e  sh o re  w atched i n  amazement a s th e  " w ild  
Ir is h m a n " i n  h i s  c ig a r -s h a p e d  c r a f t  ducked u n d e r th e  s u r f a c e  i n  th e  h a rb o r o f f  
S ta te n  I s la n d  to  a depth o f  100 f e e t ,  rem ained f o r  an h o u r and ro s e  a g a in .  
The F e n ia n  Ram, as th e  new b o a t was named b y  a n ew spaper r e p o r t e r ,  caused  
q u it e  a f l u r r y  i n  th e  d a i l y  news as th e in v e n t o r  c o n tin u e d  to  t r y  h e r  out. 
There w ere v a r io u s  c o n je c t u r e s  as to  th e  p u rp o se  f o r  w h ic h  she was b u i l t .  
There was no w ar i n  p r o g r e s s ,  n o r i n  p r o s p e c t ,  o th e r th a n  th e  c h r o n ic  t ro u b le  
between I r e la n d  and E n g la n d . T h is  gave r i s e  to  th e  h a lf-h u m o ro u s s u g g e s tio n  
t h a t  th e b o at was meant f o r  th e  use o f  th e  I r i s h  a g a in s t  th e  B r i t i s h  navy; 
t h e r e fo r e  th e name, " F e n ia n  Ram."

Tug and f e r r y b o a t  c a p t a in s  w ere f r e q u e n t ly  s t a r t l e d  t o  b e h o ld  w hat seemed 
an a p p a r it io n ,  when j u s t  i n  f r o n t  o r  a lo n g s id e  o f  them loomed th e  q u e e r lo o k ­
in g  c r a f t  r i s e n  from  th e  bottom . S u d d en ly  th e  l i t t l e  t r a p  d oo r w ould open and 
o ut w ould pop th e  g e n ia l s m ilin g  f a c e  o f  Joh n H o lla n d , who w ould h a i l  them 
g a i l y  i n  h i s  t h i c k  I r i s h  b ro g u e . There was no p e r is c o p e  t o  w arn th e  n a v ig a t o r  
when submerged o f  a n y th in g  i n  h is  p a th , so one day th e  in e v i t a b l e  happened. 
The Ram was p u t out o f  com m ission by a c o l l i s i o n  w it h  a f e r r y b o a t  n e a r  the  

Weehawken s l i p .  That was on Ja n u a ry  3 rd , and w it h in  a week a w re c k in g  cre w  had 
r a is e d  th e  b o a t . I t  r e s t s  to day i n  W est S id e  P a rk , P a te rs o n .

I t  seemed t h a t  th e  h a rd  w ork o f  H o lla n d  was r e s u l t in g  i n  n o t h in g  b u t  the  
d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  p r o v id in g  e x h ib it s  f o r  P a t e rs o n . But th e  i n t r e p id  sch o o lm a ste r  
k e p t on a t  h i s  t a s k ,a n d  5 y e a r s  l a t e r  b ro u g h t a n o th e r subm arine t o  co m p le tio n .  
S u c c e s s , how ever, was s t i l l  f a r  o f f .  T h is  t h i r d  v e s s e l  was damaged in  la u n c h ­
in g  and th e  F e n ia n  S o c ie t y ,  d is c o u ra g e d  b y  re p e a te d  f a i l u r e s ,  w ith d re w  i t s  
m onetary h e lp .

H o lla n d  had le a rn e d  enough from  h i s  m is ta k e s  to  s p u r  him to  f u r t h e r  
e n d e a v o rs. A lth o u g h  th e  Navy Departm ent s t i l l  w it h h e ld  r e c o g n it io n , t h e  new 
was d e v ic e  commanded th e  i n t e r e s t  and s u p p o rt o f  th o se  who w ere co n ce rn e d  w ith


