
S T O R I E S  o f New Jersey

w it h  w h ite  f l y i n g  d u st as th e  s h e l l s  w ere b e in g  g ro u n d . The s h e l l  p ip e s  were 
made i n  s i x  le n g t h s ,  the lo n g e s t  b e in g  th e  most v a lu a b le .  They w ere f i r s t  cut  
from  th e  f lu t e d  l i p  o f  th e  conch s h e l l  and ground smooth, sometimes by hand, 
sometimes by m a c h in e ry . The d e l ic a t e  p ro c e s s  o f  d r i l l i n g  a h o le  c l e a r  through  
th e  le n g th  o f  th e  p ip e s  r e q u ir e d  s k i l l  and p a t ie n c e .  A hundred p ip e s  a day o r  
t e n  s t r in g s  o f  beads was c o n s id e re d  a good d a y ’ s w o rk f o r  a woman o p e r a t o r .

Moon and p ip e s ,  from  C h a r le s  A . P h ilh o w e r c o l l e c t i o n ,  
New J e r s e y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie t y ,  Newark

The moons w ere a p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o p u la r  form  o f  ornam ent. These were  
concave d is k s  a rra n g e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  s iz e ,  the s m a lle r  b e in g  p la c e d  in s id e  the  
la r g e r  w it h  th e  s h in y  s u r f a c e  u p p erm o st. They w ere s t ru n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  s e t s  o f  
t h re e  to  f iv e  on re d  w o rs te d . The s iz e  o f  th e  moon b ro o ch  h a n g in g  on an 
I n d ia n ’ s b r e a s t  was an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  w e a lt h .

I n  th e  hands o f  th e t h i r d  g e n e ra t io n  o f  C am p b ells th e  methods o f  m anufac
t u r e  im p ro ved. They in v e n te d  a m achine f o r  d r i l l i n g  th ro u g h  th e  le n g th  o f  the  
p ip e s ,  and a ls o  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  so a k in g  i n  b u t t e r m ilk  made th e  s h e l l  l e s s  
b r i t t l e .  They p e r f e c t e d  a b a k in g  p ro c e s s  t h a t  removed th e  p in k is h  t in g e  from  
th e conch s h e l l  and p ro d u ced  the p u re  w h ite  t h a t  th e In d ia n s  most a d m ire d . In  
th e  la t e  s e v e n tie s ,w h e n  t ra d e  w ith  In d ia n s  began to  d e c l in e  and th ey  w ere s e n t  
to  the B la c k  H i l l s  r e s e r v a t io n ,  th e  wampum b u s in e s s  began to  d w in d le . The l a s t  
was made about 1889.

D a n ie l,  th e  l a s t  o f  th e f o u r t h  g e n e ra t io n  o f  C a m p b e lls, who had s t a r t e d  
w o rk in g  i n  the wampum f a c t o r y  as a boy o f  16 , was s t i l l  l i v i n g  on th e o ld  
Cam pbell farm  i n  1 9 2 3 . A l l  t r a c e  o f  th e  o ld  f a c t o r y  has d is a p p e a re d ; b u t i n  
th e  l o f t  o f  th e  b a rn  i s  th e  o ld  d r i l l i n g  m achine in v e n t e d  b y  James Cam pbell 
more th a n  a hundred y e a rs  ago. I t  has been p re s e n te d  to  th e  B ergen County  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie t y .
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