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The e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  o f  A m e rica , i n  a d a p tin g  th e m se lv e s to  c o n d it io n s  i n  
the -w ild e rn e s s,s o o n  le a r n e d  th a t  beyond the com m odities o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  —  th e  
f ir e a r m s , b o o ts , t o o ls  and th e new and s tra n g e  " f i r e w a t e r , "  t h e r e  was n o th in g  
th a t the n a t iv e s  a c c e p te d  more g la d ly  as a medium o f  exchange th a n  wampum, 
w hich was v a lu e d  s im p ly  as a d e c o r a t io n .

S t r i c t l y  in t e r p r e t e d  wampum means " h e a r t . "  A t t r i b a l  ce rem o n ie s o r  
c o u n c ils  g i f t s  o f  wampum b e lt s  o r  s t r in g s  o f  beads w ere exchanged as to k e n s  o f  
esteem, o r  to  mark the c o m p le tio n  o f  a t r a n s a c t io n  o r  t r e a t y .  The newcom ers, 
t h e r e fo r e ,  adopted th e  In d ia n  custom  and exchanged g i f t s  o f  wampum to  s e a l  
t r e a t ie s  and la n d  s e t t le m e n t s . To some e x te n t In d ia n  c u r r e n c y  came to  be u sed  
by th e w h ite  s e t t l e r s  i n  t r a d in g  w it h  one a n o th e r.

Wampum was made i n  two c o l o r s .  A s t r in g  o f  b la c k  b e a d s, made from  th e  
t h ic k  b lu e  p a r t  o f  th e  cla m  s h e lls , w a s  w o rth  d ou b le  t h a t  o f  a s t r in g  o f  w h ite ,  
made from  th e  co n ch  s h e l l .  T ra d in g  s h ip s  f i l l e d  t h e i r  h o ld s  w it h  conch s h e l l s  
p ick e d  up a lo n g  th e  South A m erican  and W est In d ia n  b e a c h e s. These w ere b ro u g h t  
in to  th e  e a s t e r n  p o r t s  and fro m  t h e r e  sh ip p e d  to  th e s e v e r a l wampum f a c t o r i e s  
th a t had been e s t a b lis h e d  to  s e rv e  th e  needs o f  th e  t r a d e r s .  Jo h n  Ja co b  A s t o r  
c a r r ie d  on an e x t e n s iv e  t ra d e  i n  t h i s  s im p le  m anner. S t r in g s  o f  wampum beads  
at 12 c e n ts  a s t r in g ,  s h e l l  p ip e s  a t  one d o l l a r  and p a le  p in k  moons a t  one 
d o lla r  and a h a l f  w ere u sed  to  buy from  th e In d ia n s  v a lu a b le  f u r s  and la n d .

One o f  th e s e  wampum f a c t o r i e s  was b u i l t  i n  what i s  now P a rk  R id g e , i n  
Bergen County on th e  P a sca ck  C re e k , a t r i b u t a r y  o f  th e  H a ck e n sa ck . B e fo re  
1775 John Cam pbell s t a r t e d  to  make wampum and s h e l l  ornam ents i n  h i s  sp a re  
moments. These he s o ld  to  h i s  n e ig h b o rs  a t  tw e lv e  c e n ts  a s t r i n g .  So s u c c e s s 
f u l  was he t h a t  b e fo r e  lo n g  th e  b u s in e s s  had outgrow n i t s  q u a r t e r s  i n  th e  lo w  
ra m b lin g  re d  ston e c o lo n ia l  hom estead. An abandoned w oolen m i l l  on th e  P a s c a c k  
Creek (o n  th e  s i t e  o f  w h ich  now sta n d s th e  P a rk  R id g e  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  p la n t )  
was c o n v e rte d  to  u s e ; w a te r power was i n s t a l l e d  and a b u s in e s s  t h a t  was to  
co n tin u e  u n in t e r r u p t e d  i n  th e  hands o f  th e  C am p b ells to  th e  f o u r t h  g e n e ra t io n  
s t a rt e d  i n  f u l l  sw in g . I n  a s h o r t  tim e th e  in d u s t r y  expanded beyond the l i m i t s  
o f the w o olen  m i l l  and i t  was n e c e s s a r y  to  b u i l d  a r e a l  f a c t o r y .  T h is  f a c t o r y  
was c a l le d  "th e  M in t ."  Under Abraham and W il l ia m  C am p b ell, sons o f  Jo h n , th e  
b u s in e s s  c o n tin u e d  to  f l o u r i s h .
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The i n t e r i o r  o f  th e  w orkshop lo o k e d  much l i k e  a lim e  k i l n ,  th e f lo o r s  
hidden from  s ig h t  by g re a t  heaps o f  s h e l l s ,  th e rude bench es and t o o l s  co v e re d


