
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

The c h in a  n e x t p a s se s  in t o  th e  hands o f  th e  g la z e  d ip p e r ,  who w ith  re
m arkable d e x t e r it y  im m erses each p ie c e  i n  a g la z in g  s o lu t io n .  I t  i s  then 
f i r e d  a second tim e , to  fu s e  the g la z e .  I f  th e g la z e  has been a p p lie d  uneven
l y  th e whole p ie c e  w i l l  c r a c k  u n d e r th e h e a t, w h ich  i s  2 ,1 0 0  d e g re e s f o r  this 
o p e ra t io n .

The p ie c e  i s  now re a d y  f o r  d e c o r a t in g  w ith  g o ld  and c o lo r s .  T h is  work 
c a l l s  f o r  u n u su a l t a le n t ,  and i s  one o f  th e  re a so n s f o r  th e  h ig h  c o s t  of 
p ro d u c tio n  a t th e Lenox p la n t .  O f th e  325 em ployees, 39 a re  s k i l l e d  craftsm en, 
w ith  s a l a r i e s  as h ig h  as $90 a w eek.

Thousands o f  d o l la r s  w o rth  o f  2 4 - c a r a t  g o ld  i s  u sed  a n n u a lly  f o r  embel
l i s h i n g  the w a re . No a d u lt e r a t e d , s o - c a l le d  co m m ercial g o ld  i s  t o le r a t e d .  In 
o rd e r  to  co n se rv e  e v e ry  ounce o f  g o ld , a l l  w ip in g  c lo t h s  and u t e n s i l s  are 
burned to  r e c o v e r  any c l in g i n g  p a r t i c l e s .

C o lo r  w ork i s  done i n  s e v e r a l w a ys. On some p ie c e s  th e  a r t i s t  does the 
p a in t in g  f r e e  hand and on o th e rs  he fo llo w s  an o u t lin e  d e s ig n . Sometimes an 
e la b o ra t e  d e s ig n  in v o lv in g  14 o r  15 c o lo r s  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  and th e n  supplem ent
ed by hand w ork.

At each sta g e  o f  o rn a m en ta tio n  th e  p ie c e  must be f i r e d  i n  th e d e co ra tin g  
k i l n .  C o l o r - f i r i n g  and g o l d - f i r i n g  r e q u ir e  d i f f e r e n t  d eg ree s o f  h e a t, so that  
one p ie c e  may have to  go in t o  th e  d e c o r a t in g  k i l n  s e v e r a l tim e s b e fo re  i t  is  
re a d y  f o r  f i n a l  in s p e c t io n .  At e v e ry  p o in t  e x p e rt s  p a ss  upon each p ie c e  and 
so o n er o r  l a t e r  th e  t i n i e s t  f la w  i s  d is c o v e r e d .  When a p ie c e  f a l l s  below  
sta n d a rd  i t  i s  im m e d ia te ly  d e s tro y e d .

The in s is t e n c e  o f  W a lt e r  Lenox upon a t t a in in g  n o th in g  le s s  th a n  p e rfe c 
t io n  and th e d e v o tio n  o f  h i s  h e lp e r s  have been amply j u s t i f i e d .  Today the 
lu s t r o u s  Lenox c h in a  i s  i n  demand a l l  o v e r th e  w o rld . T h ere a re  1 ,7 0 0  p ie ce s  
i n  th e W h ite House d in n e r  s e r v ic e ,  and s e t s  have been o rd e re d  f o r  th e  o f f i c i a l  
banquet s e r v ic e s  o f  s e v e r a l o t h e r  c o u n t r ie s .
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