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A f t e r  50 h o u rs  th e  m ix t u re , now o f  a t h i c k ,  c r e a m -lik e  c o n s is t e n c y ,  i s  
fo rce d  through a f in e  w ire  s c re e n  by a i r  p r e s s u r e .  T h is  p r o c e s s ,  w h ich  l a s t s  
fo r  two h o u rs, e lim in a t e s  a l l  th e  la r g e  p a r t i c l e s  and r e s u l t s  i n  a f i n e - t e x -  
tured f l u i d  c a l le d  " s l i p . "  E le c tro -m a g n e ts  remove a l l  i r o n  atoms from  th e  
" s l i p , 11 and i t  i s  th en a llo w e d  to  ag e. No one knows j u s t  why a g e in g  makes the  
c la y  e a s ie r  to  h a n d le , b u t from  a n c ie n t  tim e s a l l  p o t t e r s  have fou n d  i t  h e lp ­
f u l to l e t  th e " s l i p "  sta n d  f o r  s e v e r a l d ay s.

The c la y  i s  now rea d y  to  be shaped. T h is  i s  th e  p o in t  a t  w h ic h  i n  the
old  days i t  w ould have been p la c e d  on th e  p o t t e r ’ s w heel and molded by th e  
c ra ftsm a n 's  s e n s it iv e  f in g e r s  as th e  w heel spun. The modern e q u iv a le n t  o f  the  
p o t t e r 's  w heel i s  c a l le d  th e  j ig g e r in g  m achine. I t  i s  tu rn e d  by an e l e c t r i c  
motor, c o n t r o lle d  by an o p e ra t o r  whose t r a in e d  f in g e r s  g u id e  th e m o is t  c la y  
in to  a p la s t e r  m old. He knows to  th e m inute j u s t  when th e  c la y  i s  i n  w o rk a b le  
c o n d it io n .

The w ork i s  so f in e  t h a t  an e x p e rt  c ra ftsm a n  can produce o n ly  a few  
p ie ce s each d ay. I t  i s  a f a s c in a t in g  p r o c e s s ,  b e ca u se  th e  s p e c t a t o r  can w atch  
beauty c re a te d  from  an u g ly  lump o f  c la y .  Not a l l  p ie c e s  a re  form ed on the  
j ig g e r in g  m achine. Some i n t r i c a t e  shapes a re  c a s t  i n  p la s t e r  m o lds. When the  
shapes a re  com plete th e y  a re  put a s id e  to  d ry . They a re  th e n  c a r e f u l l y  gone 
over w ith  a c a m e l's  h a i r  b ru s h  to  make s u re  the s u r fa c e  i s  a b s o lu t e ly  smooth.

When d ry  and re a d y  f o r  f i r i n g ,  the p ie c e s  a re  g e n t ly  packed i n  c o a rs e  
c la y  c o n t a in e rs  ( c a l l e d  s a g g e rs ) and c a r r ie d  to  th e k i l n ,  w h ich  i s  14 f e e t  
wide and more th a n  14 f e e t  h ig h . From tim e im m em orial i t  has been the custom  
fo r  workmen to  c a r r y  sa g g e rs  on t h e i r  h e a d s. T h is  a n c ie n t  method s t i l l  p r e ­
v a i ls  in  the Lenox p o t t e r y .

You may c a tc h  y o u r b re a t h  as you w atch a 
workman clim b  th e  la d d e r  w it h  a lo a d  o f  sa g g e rs  
balanced on top o f  h i s  h ead . But the a r t is a n s  say  
th at n ev er has a s in g le  p ie c e  been l o s t  by f a l l ­
in g . When the g re a t  oven has been f i l l e d  coim- 
p le t e ly  the d o o rs a re  s e a le d  and th e  f i r e s  s t a r t ­
ed. F o r 30 h o u rs  th e  d e l ic a t e  c h in a  i s  b a k ed . The 
heat i s  in c r e a s e d  g r a d u a lly  and c a r e f u l l y  u n t i l  
i t  reaches 2 ,2 0 0  d eg ree s F a h r e n h e it .  C o n s id e rin g  
th at i t  ta k e s  o n ly  350 d eg rees to  bake an o r d in ­
ary cake, t h i s  g iv e s  an id e a  o f  the t e r r i f i c  h e a t  
used f o r  th e se  d e l ic a t e  v e s s e ls .  I n  f a c t ,  th e  
heat i s  so in t e n s e  th a t  i f  i t  w ere not f o r  th e  
s t e e l bands w it h  w h ich  th e k i l n s  a re  bound th e y  
would b u r s t .

When th e p ie c e s  a re  removed from  th e  k i l n  
they are  c a r e f u l l y  examined f o r  any im p e r fe c t io n  
or w a rp in g . Im p e rfe c t  specim ens a re  im m e d ia te ly
d estroyed. Those t h a t  p a ss in s p e c t io n  a re  sub­
je c te d  to  a f in e  sand b l a s t  to  remove any c l i n g ­
ing p a r t i c l e s ,  b u b b le s  o r  r id g e s .

S a g g e rs i n  th e  k i l n


