
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

Lenox was about to  a c h ie v e  h is  dream, he was 
s t r ic k e n  w ith  p a r a ly s is  and b l in d n e s s .  Burdened 
as he was w ith  debt and p h y s ic a l  h a n d ic a p s , i t  
lo o k e d  as i f  h i s  f a c t o r y  w ould have to be con
v e rte d  in t o  a tenem ent. But th e  a r t i s t  was not 
rea d y  to  s u r r e n d e r .  He knew t h a t  h i s  c h in a  was
lo v e ly  and t h a t  i n  tim e th e p u b l ic  w ould le a rn
to  a p p r e c ia t e  and buy i t .  H a rry  A. Brown, the 
s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  company, sh a red  t h i s  f a i t h .  He 
became th e  eyes and le g s  o f  th e  s t r ic k e n  man. 
To geth er th e y  worked to  s o lv e  th e  m onetary d i f 
f i c u l t i e s  o f  th e  l i t t l e  in d u s t r y .

The p o t t e r  c a l le d  h is -  devoted f r ie n d  "Dom
i n i e , "  some one to le a n  upon,some one to t r u s t .  
E v e ry  day Lenox was ta k e n  to  th e p o t t e r y  and 
though he c o u ld  n o t see , h i s  s e n s it iv e  f in g e r s  
c o u ld  t r a c e  th e g r a c e f u l  form s and f e e l  the 

F i r s t  A m erican B e lle e k  g la z e  and t e x t u r e  o f  the c h in a  as i t  came from  
th e k i l n .  "D om inie" to o k  e n t ir e  ch arg e o f  the b u s in e s s  end o f  the f ir m  and one
memorable day he was a b le  to  announce th a t  e v e ry  note had been p a id .  A min
ia t u r e  k i l n  was b u i l t  i n  the o f f i c e ;  th e c a n c e lle d  n o tes w ere p la c e d  i n  i t  and 
burned w h ile  Lenox stood  b y , t e a r s  stre a m in g  from  h i s  b lin d e d  e y e s . Lenox ad
d re sse d  " h is  b o y s ,"  as he c a l le d  th e  workmen, and urged them n e v e r to  abandon 
th e  id e a l  o f  c r e a t in g  b e a u t if u l  c h in a . Q u a lit y  f i r s t  —  th e  money w ould come 
a f t e r .

The b l in d  p o t t e r  d ie d  i n  1920 b u t  h i s  dream l i v e s  on i n  th e modern p la n t  
b u i l t  on the s i t e  o f  the f i r s t  sm a ll f a c t o r y ,  and i n  the f i n e l y  t e x t u re d  p ro 
d u ct w h ich  h is  d e v o tio n  and d e te rm in a tio n  d e v e lo p e d . Today th e  Lenox P o tte ry  
o c c u p ie s  more than seven a c r e s  o f  g ro u n d. The p la n t ,  c o n s t ru c te d  la r g e ly  o f  
g la s s  to  a f f o r d  the maximum o f  l i g h t ,  has the b e s t  equipm ent f o r  c h in a  m aking. 
The a i r  i s  fre e d  o f  d u st by the l a t e s t  v e n t i l a t in g  d e v ic e s .  Y et h e re  and 
th e re  th rough o ut th e f a c t o r y  th e re  a re  s t i l l  re m in d e rs  o f  the a n c ie n t  p o t t e r 's  
p r im it iv e  m ethods.

V i s i t o r s  from  a l l  o v e r the w o rld  come to  w atch the e v o lu t io n  o f  d u l l  c la y  
and m in e ra ls  in t o  e x q u is it e  f r a g i l e  c h in a . I t  i s  a p ro c e s s  r e q u ir in g  extreme 
p r e c is io n  and re fin e m e n t.

The raw m a t e r ia ls ,  c la y ,  f e ld s p a r  and f l i n t ,  a re  s e le c t e d  by s p e c i a l i s t s .  
They a re  w eighed and t e s t e d  a t  e v e ry  sta g e  from  mine to  m ix in g  room so th a t  
th e re  w i l l  be no v a r ia n c e  i n  the p r o p o r t io n s .  Even th e w a te r w it h  w h ich  they  
a re  mixed i s  f i l t e r e d  and m easured to  th e l a s t  ounce.

S e v e ra l d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  c la y  a re  used i n  Lenox p o t t e r y .  F e ld s p a r  i s  a 
c r y s t a l - l i k e  ro c k  fo rm a tio n  w h ich  when c ru sh e d  beneath  an a n c ie n t  m ills t o n e  
becomes a g l is t e n in g  w h ite  pow der. New England f e ld s p a r  i s  used e x c lu s iv e ly  
i n  Lenox p o t t e r y .  When the c la y  and ro c k  powder have been p r o p e r ly  m ixed, 
th ey  a re  p la c e d  i n  a huge r e v o lv in g  c y l in d e r  c o n t a in in g  w a te r and f l i n t  
p e b b le s . T h is  p ro c e s s  i s  c a l le d  p eb b le  g r in d in g .


