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A m erican s, who a c c e p t  as a m a tte r o f  c o u rse  th e o u ts ta n d in g  ach ievem en ts  
of our s c i e n t i s t s  and e n g in e e rs ,  a re  sometimes s u r p r is e d  to  le a r n  t h a t  i n  the  
f i e l d  o f  a r t ,  as w e l l ,  we have a c h ie v e d  in t e r n a t io n a l  im p o rta n c e .

In c lu d e d  i n  th e  perm anent e x h ib it io n  i n  th e  C eram ic Museum a t  S e v re s ,  
France among the r a r e  and b e a u t if u l  w ares o f  Europe and A s ia ,  a re  s e v e r a l  
examples o f  Lenox c h in a ,  the p ro d u c t o f  a f a c t o r y  i n  T re n to n , N. J .  and the
r e s u lt  o f  lo n g  and p a t ie n t  e f f o r t  on th e p a r t  o f  a man who devoted h i s  l i f e  to
the accom plishm ent o f  an i d e a l,  d e s p it e  th e h a n d ica p s  o f  p o v e rty  and d is c o u r 
agement, and th e added b u rd en s o f  b lin d n e s s  and p a r a l y s i s .

W a lte r Lenox, as a s c h o o l boy i n  T re n to n , where he was b o rn  i n  1859, used  
to stand f o r  h o u rs b e fo re  a l i t t l e  p o t t e r y  w h ich  he p a sse d  d a i l y ,  f a s c in a t e d  
by the t ra n s fo rm a t io n  o f  th e d u l l  lumps o f  c la y  in t o  b e a u t if u l  shapes and 
forms as the r a p i d l y  s p in n in g  p o t t e r 's  w heel tu rn e d  u n der th e  hands o f  the
a r t is a n .  Young Lenox r e s o lv e d  t h a t  he w ould m aster t h i s  c r a f t ,  one o f  the
most a n c ie n t  o f  m ankind, and produce f i n e r  w are th a n  any he had y e t  se e n .

As an a p p r e n t ic e  he le a rn e d  how to  make p o t t e r y .  I n  h i s  l e i s u r e  h o u rs he 
stu d ie d  and experim ented w it h  d e s ig n  and c o lo r .  F i n a l l y  he became a r t  d ir e c t o r  
o f the O tt and Brew er f a c t o r y  a t  T re n to n  and w h ile  th e re  le a r n e d  from  I r i s h  
a r t is a n s ,  im p o rted  f o r  th e p u rp o se , some o f  th e p ro c e s s e s  o f  m a n u fa c tu rin g  
B e lle e k  —  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  f in e  w a re . B ut to  a c c o m p lish  h is  p u rp o se  i t  was 
n e c e ssa ry  f o r  Lenox to  have h i s  own p la n t .  He was a b le  to r a i s e  th e  money, 
but h is  b a c k e rs  w ere s k e p t i c a l .  They s t ip u la t e d  t h a t  the b u i ld in g  s h o u ld  be 
designed as a tenement sh o u ld  the p o t t e r y  f a i l .

The m an ufacture o f  cheap w are in  la r g e  q u a n t it ie s  w ould a s s u re  q u ic k  and 
la rg e  p r o f i t s ,  w h ile  d e l ic a t e  and f i n e l y  w rought w are w ould have a l im it e d  
m arket. But W a lt e r  Lenox had one aim  —  q u a l i t y .  He was co n v in c e d  t h a t  i f  he 
could produce som ething t r u l y  f in e  and b e a u t if u l  th e  p u b l ic  w ould u lt im a t e ly  
re co g n iz e  i t .

At t h i s  tim e u n s c ru p u lo u s  c h in a  m a n u fa c tu re rs  i n  th e U n ite d  S t a t e s  w ere  
in  the h a b it  o f  m arking t h e i r  w are w ith  E n g lis h  stamps i n  o rd e r  to  s e l l  t h e i r  
goods. No one w ould b e l ie v e  th a t r e a l l y  f in e  c h in a  c o u ld  be p roduced  i n  Amer
ic a .  Lenox was too proud and h o n o ra b le  to em ploy su ch  uiiw orthy methods and he 
re s o lv e d  to stan d  o r  f a l l  on th e m e rits  o f  h is  p ro d u c t s .
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THE STORY OF LENOX POTTERY

F a ilu r e  fo llo w e d  f a i l u r e  b e fo re  he pro duced  th e lo v e ly ,  creamy, r i c h l y  
glazed c h in a  t h a t  p ro u d ly  d is p la y s  th e Lenox stamp. I n  1895, j u s t  as W a lt e r


