
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

" F i r s t  movement b y  steam on a r a i l r o a d  in  th e  S ta te  o f  New J e r s e y ,  
November 1 2 , 18 31, by th e  o r i g i n a l  lo co m o tiv e  "Jo h n  B u l l , "  now de­
p o s it e d  in  th e U n ite d  S t a t e s  N a t io n a l Museum in  W a sh in g to n . The 
f i r s t  p ie c e  o f  t r a c k  i n  New J e r s e y  was l a i d  by th e Camden and Am­
boy R a ilr o a d  between t h i s  p o in t  and th e  ston e 3500 f e e t  e a stw a rd ,  
in  1 8 3 1 ."

The Camden and Amboy, how ever, d id  n o t w in  the honor o f  b e in g  th e f i r s t  
Am erican r a i l r o a d  w it h  lo c o m o tiv e  pow er. The B a lt im o re  and O hio R a ilr o a d ,  the 
o ld e s t  company i n  co n tin u o u s s e r v ic e  i n  the U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  s e n t  o u t i t s  f i r s t  
t r a i n  from  B a lt im o re  on A ugust 28, 1 8 3 0 . I t  ra n  to  E l l i c o t t ' s  M i l l s ,  a d is ­
ta n c e  o f  13 m ile s ,  drawn by an e n g in e  c a l le d  the "Tom Thumb" b u i l t  by Peter 
Co op er. There was a ls o  th e C a rb o n d a le  and K o n esd ale  R a ilr o a d  i n  P e n n sy lv a n ia ,  
w h ich  made a t r i a l  ru n  w it h  an E n g lis h  e n g in e , th e " S t o u rb rid g e  L io n , "  August 
8, 1829.

The r a i l r o a d s  d evelo p ed  so r a p i d l y  t h a t  th e  l i t t l e  "Jo h n  B u l l "  was soon 
out o f  d a te . I t  was stowed away in  th e  c a re  o f  th e  S m ith so n ia n  I n s t i t u t e  along  
w ith  th e  b o i l e r  and steam v a lv e  o f  C o lo n e l John S t e v e n s ' e a r l i e r  lo co m otive  
th a t  had ra c e d  around h i s  c i r c u l a r  t r a c k  a t  S t e v e n s ' C a s t le .  But a f t e r  62 
y e a r s ,  in  18 9 3, th e  ir o n  p ic t u r e  p u z z le  t h a t  Is a a c  D rip p s  had so la b o r io u s ly  
p u t to g e th e r f o r  R o b e rt and Edwin S te ve n s was ru n  out o f  th e  Museum f o r  a la s t  
g lim p se  o f  th e n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u ry . B e s id e  a modern lo c o m o t iv e , i t  lo o k e d  l ik e  
a b e e t le .

I t  was ta k e n  to  New Y ork and th e re  h it c h e d  to th e o ld  c a r r ia g e s  t h a t  i t  
had f i r s t  drawn. I t  had been a lo n g  s e a rc h  to f in d  them. One was b e in g  used 
as a c h ic k e n  coop; th e fe a t h e re d  p a sse n g e rs  had to  be d is p o s s e s s e d . The "John  
B u ll"  and i t s  a n c ie n t  te n d e r and c a r r ia g e s  w ere p u t on th e r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  and 
p o in te d  due w e s t. The b o i l e r  was sto k e d , w a te r fe d  the tu b e s , steam generated  
once more i n  th e o ld  e n g in e , an e n g in e e r p u lle d  open the t h r o t t l e  and w ith  a 
s n o rt  the t r a in  was under way f o r  C h ica g o , 930 m ile s  d is t a n t .  The jo u rn e y  was 
made w ith o u t breakdown o r a c c id e n t .  In  e v e ry  c i t y  and v i l l a g e  a lo n g  th e way 
i t  was h a ile d  by e n t h u s ia s t ic  cro w d s. A l l  th e se  c i t i e s ,  towns and v i l l a g e s  
had sprung in t o  b e in g  as the r e s u l t  o f  the "Jo h n  B u l l ' s "  f i r s t  s u c c e s s .  I t s  
h o lid a y  ended, the a n tiq u e  lo c o m o tiv e  was ta k e n  b ack to  W ash in g to n , th e re  to 
rem ain as a symbol o f  g re a t  A m erican  a ch ie v e m e n ts.

I l l u s t r a t i o n s  rep ro d u ced  w it h  the p e rm is s io n  o f  D. A p p le to n -C e n tu ry  Company. 
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