
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

was a m a tte r o f  deep c o n c e rn . The 
p a rts  were u n c ra te d  and l a i d  on th e  
ground. Then i t  was d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  
Stephenson and Company had n e g le c t e d  
to send th e  d ra w in g s b y  w h ic h  i t  
could be a sse m b le d . H ere was a p i c ­
tu re  p u z z le  in  i r o n  t h a t  w ould have  
dismayed any m e ch a n ic, b u t i t  d id  n o t  
d e te r Is a a c  D r ip p s .  He had n e v e r  
seen a lo c o m o tiv e  b u t he s e t  to  w ork  
doggedly, f i t t i n g  one p a r t  to  th e  
o th e r, and b y  t r i a l  and e r r o r  th e  nJohn B u l l "  f i n a l l y  came in t o  b e in g  a f t e r  
s e v e ra l weeks o f  h a rd  la b o r .

The lo c o m o tiv e  was f i t t e d  on i t s  wooden p la t fo r m  and t h i s  was a tta c h e d  to  
the t e n d e r, a n o th e r wooden p la t fo r m  w h ich  c a r r i e d  p in e  wood f o r  f u e l  and a 
w hisky b a r r e l  f i l l e d  w it h  w a t e r . The b a r r e l  and th e  e n g in e  w ere co n n ecte d  by  
a le a t h e r  p ip e  made b y  a l o c a l  c o b b le r .  B eh in d  th e  t e n d e r  w ere two c a r r ia g e s  
w ith  fla n g e d  w h e e ls  to  f i t  th e  t r a c k s  and w it h  b en ch es f o r  th e  p a s s e n g e rs . The 
engine had been t r i e d  out s e v e r a l tim e s to  see  w h eth er D rip p s  had managed to  
get a l l  th e  p a r t s  j u s t  i n  th e  r i g h t  p la c e s  and now, on November 1 2 , 1 8 3 1 , a l l  
was rea d y  f o r  th e  f i n a l  t e s t .  I n v i t a t io n s  had been se n t to  members o f  th e  
L e g is la t u r e  a t  T re n to n . A l l  Bordentown and v i c i n i t y  tu rn e d  o u t f o r  a g a la  
day. I n  th e  g a t h e rin g  w ere many fa rm e rs  who had found i t  p r o f i t a b l e  to  s u p p ly  
h o rses and t h e i r  fe e d  to  th e  r a i l r o a d ,  end i f  t h i s  n ew fa n g le d  t h in g  w orked  
they would lo s e  t h i s  b u s in e s s .  They stoo d  i n  th e  crow d, h o p in g  f o r  f a i l u r e ,  
l i t t l e  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  s u c c e s s  w ould h e lp  e v e ry  Jerseym an who had a n y th in g  to  
s e l l  to  th e g re a t  o u t s id e  w o r ld .

When Ben H ig g in s ,  a s s i s t a n t  to  D r ip p s ,  sto k ed  th e  b o i l e r  w it h  p in e  wood 
and th e g re a t  plum es o f  b la c k  smoke sh ot from  th e  f u n n e l,  th e  p e o p le  backed  
away. I t  must have been a fearsom e s ig h t .  The v i s i t o r s  w ere r e lu c t a n t  to  a c ­
cept i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  r i d e .  But t h e r e  was one i n  th e  crowd who was n o t a f r a i d ;  
Madam M u ra t, w if e  o f  P r in c e  M u ra t, e x i le d  F re n c h  noblem an who was l i v i n g  i n  
Bordentown a t  th e  t im e , a c c e p te d  th e  i n v i t a t i o n  to  s t e p  a b o a rd , tu ck e d  h e r  
bonnet down t i g h t l y ,  drew h e r b i l lo w in g  s k i r t s  c lo s e  to  h e r le g s ,  and was
helped up to  a s e a t  i n  one o f  th e  c a r r i a g e s .  F o llo w in g  h e r  exam ple, th e  r e s t
o f the company step p e d  g in g e r ly  on b o a rd ; R o b e rt S te v e n s gave th e w ord to  th e  
f a i t h f u l  D rip p s  and th e  t h r o t t l e  was p u lle d  open. The w h e e ls  spun i n e f f e c ­
t u a l l y  f o r  a w h ile  b u t f i n a l l y  th e y  g rip p e d  th e  t r a c k s ,  and th e  Camden and Am­
boy R a ilr o a d  was f u n c t io n in g .  L a t e r ,  t h e i r  c lo t h e s  strew n  w it h  a sh e s  and
t h e ir  eyes f i l l e d  w ith  smoke, th e  group o f  d ig n i t a r i e s  and t h e i r  f r ie n d s  made 
t h e ir  way t r iu m p h a n t ly  to  A m e l l ' s  H o t e l,  where a g a la  lu n ch e o n  was s e rv e d .

F o llo w in g  th e  d e m o n stra tio n  th e  "Jo h n  B u l l "  w a it e d  p a t ie n t ly  i n  a shed  
w h ile  th e  r a i l r o a d  was f in is h e d  betw een Bordentown and South Amboy. I n  Sep­
tember o f  th e  f o llo w in g  y e a r i t  was p la c e d  in  r e g u la r  s e r v i c e .

In  1891 th e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  R a ilr o a d  e re c t e d  a monument a t  Bordentown in  
honor o f  th e  "Jo h n  B u l l . "  Sunk in  a g r a n it e  s la b  i s  a b ro n ze  t a b le t  w it h  t h i s  
i n s c r ip t i o n :


