
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

That p a r t  o f  P o rt  N o r r is  w here o y s t e r s  a re  shucked and packed has been 
g iv e n  th e  lo c a l  name o f  " S h e l l - P i l e "  b e ca u se  o f  th e immense p i l e s  o f  s h e lls  
t h a t  have a ccu m u lated  i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  s h u c k in g . T h is  h a s g iv e n  th e  p la c e  a 
new and u n iq u e  in d u s t r y ,  t h a t  o f  p a c k in g  th e  s h e l l s  and s h ip p in g  them to , 
v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n try  w here th e y  a re  ground up f o r  use on p o u lt r y  farms 
f o r  s t im u la t in g  a s t ro n g e r  growth o f  egg s h e l l s .

R e c e n t ly  t h e re  has been e s t a b lis h e d  a t  P o rt  N o r r is  a p a c k in g  p la n t  where 
shucked o y s t e r s  a re  put up i n  8 o z . e n a m e l-lin e d  t i n s ,  vacuum -packed a t a 
tim e  o f  th e  y e a r  when t h e y  a re  i n  th e  b e s t  c o n d it io n  - -  so t h a t  one may now 
e a t o y s t e r s  anywhere and a t  any tim e r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  "R " m onths. T here i s  a 
t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  o y s t e r s  a re  i n j u r i o u s  when e a te n  i n  months w ith o u t  th e  le t t e r  
" R ."  The o n ly  re a s o n  th e y  a re  n o t p la c e d  on th e  m arket d u rin g  th e  R -le s s  
months i s  t h a t  th e  o y s t e r s  a re  th e n  i n  spawn and a re  t h in  and u n p a la t a b le .  
From Septem ber to  A p r i l  th e y  a re  plump and d e l i c i o u s .

The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f in d in g  a p e a r l  i n  an o y s t e r  i s  v e ry  rem ote, f o r  those
who l i v e  on th e  A t l a n t ic  C o a s t. C e r t a in  c h e m ic a ls  and warm w a te r a re  needed to
c r e a t e  p e a r ls .  T h e re fo re  th e  w a te rs  o f  th e  P a c i f i c  and In d ia n  O ceans a re  more 
f r i e n d l y  to  th e  d e v e lo p in g  o f  th e s e  v a lu a b le  gems. On th e  o t h e r  hand an o y s te r  
t h a t  p ro d u ce s p e a r ls  i s  a p t to  be l e s s  p a la t a b le .

Many oysterm en a re  o f  a d i s t i n c t  ty p e , t a l l ,  a t h l e t i c  and w e a th e r-b e a te n . 
They l i k e  t h e i r  jo b s  and most o f  them w ould n o t exchange t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  any 
o th e r t h a t  seems more c o m fo rta b le  o r  l e s s  h a z a rd o u s. T h e ir  a n c e s t o r s  have 
been seamen f o r  g e n e ra t io n s  and t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  w i l l  f o l lo w  them i n  th e  t ra d e .  
They have l i t t l e  to  s a y  t o ,  and v e ry  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  " o u t s id e r s , "  which  
means a l l  th o se  n o t im m e d ia te ly  co n n ecte d  w it h  th e  o y s t e r  b u s in e s s .  T h e ir  
in t e r e s t  c e n t e rs  around t h e i r  s m a ll com m unity. The a ve ra g e  oysterm an  owns h is  
own l i t t l e  home, keeps a g arden  and i s  p e r f e c t ly  c o n te n t w ith  h is  l o t .  He 
speaks w ith  a slo w  d ra w l d i s t i n c t l y  h i s  own b u t somewhat re s e m b lin g  the 
V i r g i n i a  a c c e n t .

The M a u ric e  R iv e r  Cove i n  D elaw are Bay a t  th e  mouth o f  th e  M a u rice  R iv e r
has o v e r 3 1 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  o y s t e r  beds —  th e  l a r g e s t  s in g le  a cre a g e  o f  o y s t e r
beds i n  th e w o rld . W ilb u r  H. R o b b in s, S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  M a u rice  R iv e r  Cove 
O y s te r Grow ers and D e a le r s  A s s o c ia t io n ,  w i l l  g la d ly  a rra n g e  a t o u r  f o r  sch o o l 
c h i ld r e n  who w is h  to  v i s i t  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  community, w here th e y  may see the 
t r im  sch o o n e rs u n lo a d in g  t h e i r  c a rg o , o r  w atch th e  oysterm en c le a n in g  and 
p a in t in g  t h e i r  b o a ts  o r  p a c k in g  th e  o y s t e r s  o f f  to  m a rk e t.


