
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

content in  th e  w ater*  The o y s t e r  s h e l l  c lo s e s  up a u t o m a t ic a lly  b e fo r e  too  
much h arm fu l w a te r has e n t e re d . When th e  w a ter i s  to o  c o ld  (4 8 °  F .  o r  l e s s )  
the s h e l l  c lo s e s  and th e  o y s t e r  h ib e r n a t e s ,  j u s t  as does a b e a r o r a f r o g ,  and 
rem ains so u n t i l  th e  w a te r has become warm a g a in .

The h a r v e s t in g  seaso n  commences in  Septem ber. Two-masted sch o o n e rs  c r u is e  
over th e o y s t e r  beds i n  a l l  s o r t s  o f  w e a th e r. G a s o lin e  o r  steam c r a f t  a re  
p ro h ib ite d  by law  f o r  f e a r  o f  c o n ta m in a tin g  o r d is t u r b in g  th e  b e d s . A few  
oystermen use power b o a ts  to  ta k e  them out to  th e  b e d s ; b u t f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  
they s a i l  from  sh o re  j u s t  a s th e y  have done f o r  g e n e r a t io n s .

U n lo a d in g  o y s t e r s  a t  th e  dock

The h a r v e s t in g  i s  done w it h  l i g h t  m e ta l fram es about t h r e e  o r  f o u r  f e e t  
a cro ss c a l le d  " d r e d g e s .” From th e  fram es a re  suspended s t ra n d s  o f  ro p e . As 
the dredge i s  dragged a lo n g  th e  bottom  th e  o y s t e r s  f a s t e n  th e m se lv e s to  th e  
ro p es. The dredge i s  h a u le d  on d eck, th e  o y s t e r s  a re  dumped from  th e  dredge  
and i t  i s  dropped o v e rb o a rd  a g a in .  When th e  b o a t i s  lo a d e d  she s a i l s  b a c k , i s  
unloaded a t th e  w h arves and p u ts  out f o r  th e  beds a g a in . At th e  w h arves th e  
o y s te rs  a re  ta k e n  in t o  th e  " s h u c k in g "  h o u s e s , s o rt e d  and p re p a re d  f o r  sh ip m en t. 
Some o y s t e rs  a re  "o p e n e d ," t h a t  i s ,  removed from  t h e i r  s h e l l s  f o r  sh ip m en t. 
T h is i s  c a l le d  " s h u c k in g ."  The p e o p le  who do t h i s  w ork a re  c a l le d  " s h u c k e r s ."  
They become so e x p e rt  t h a t  th e y  can open an o y s t e r  alm o st as f a s t  as th e  
average p e rso n  can  c o u n t. The shucked o y s t e r s  a re  p la c e d  i n  g a llo n  and h a l f 
g a llo n  t i n  cans and packed i n  c ra c k e d  i c e  i n  c o n t a in e r s  to  be se n t lo n g  d i s 
ta n c e s .


