
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

t h i s  p r o t e c t io n  i s  e n fo rc e d  by g u ard  b o a ts  w h ic h  a re  p ro v id e d , o f f i c e r e d  and 
o p e ra te d  by th e  S t a t e -  To a l l  in t e n t s  and p u rp o se s , t h e r e f o r e ,  the co n te n ts  
o f  th e  le a s e d  grounds a re  p r i v a t e l y  owned and c o n t r o l le d  so lo n g  a s th e  ground  
r e n t a ls  a re  p a id .

From C o lo n ia l days th e  o y s t e r  beds i n  th e  D elaw are R iv e r  a lo n g  th e Salem 
County sh o re  had been a b a t t le g ro u n d  f o r  w a r r in g  oysterm en from  th e  two s t a t e s  
b o r d e r in g  th e  r i v e r .  V io le n t  d is p u t e s  n e c e s s it a t in g  th e  in t e r f e r e n c e  o f  the  
p o l i c e  c o n tin u e d  as la t e  as 1 9 3 2. But on O cto b e r 9, 1933 th e  U. S . Supreme 
C o u rt s e t t le d  th e  c o n t ro v e rs y  by d e c re e in g  t h a t  th e o y s t e r  beds o f  D elaw are  
Bay ly in g  e a s t  o f  th e m ain s h ip  ch a n n e l b e lo n g e d  to  th e  S ta te  o f  New J e r s e y ,  
The d e c is io n  added $ 1 ,2 5 0 ,0 0 0  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  S t a t e ’ s o y s t e r  in d u s t r y ,  and 
t h e re  has been no more t r o u b le  s in c e .

The c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  o y s t e r s  i s  r i g i d l y  c o n t r o l le d  by th e  B oard o f  S h e ll  
F i s h e r i e s ,  the d ir e c t o r  o f  w h ich  must be a p r a c t ic e d  o ysterm an . The o p e ra t io n  
i s  conducted v e ry  much l i k e  fa rm in g . The ground i s  c u lt iv a t e d ,  " s e t s ” are  
p la n t e d , and th e  cro p  i s  h a rv e s t e d ; b u t in s t e a d  o f  h o rs e s  and t r a c t o r s ,  s a i l ­
b o a ts and dred ges a re  u se d .

O y s te rs  m u lt ip ly  by spaw n in g. D u rin g  th e  summer months when the w a te r i s  
warm th e fem ale  o y s t e r  e je c t s  eggs by th e  th o u sa n d s. The eggs f l o a t  to the  
s u r f a c e  o f  th e  w a te r i n  a c lo u d y  m ass. There th e  wave a c t io n  b re a k s  up the  
m ass, and a f t e r  about two weeks s h e l l  b e g in s  t o  form  on th o se  eggs t h a t  have  
esca p e d  t h e i r  e n e m ie s. These p o t e n t ia l  o y s t e r s  a re  c a l le d  " s p a t s . "  When the  
s h e l l  has become h eavy enough th e  young o y s t e r s  s in k  a g a in  to  th e  bottom , 
w here th e y  a t t a c h  th e m se lv e s to  w h a te v e r i s  handy. F o r  t h i s  p u rp o se o y s t e r  
s h e l l s  a re  alw ays sp re a d  o v e r th e  bottom  o f  the b e d s . When th e  " s p a t "  has  
become f ir m ly  a tta c h e d  to  an o ld  s h e l l  i t  i s  c a l le d  a " s e t . "

The o y s t e r  " s e t "  s t a y s  w here i t  s in k s  f o r  n e a r ly  a y e a r .  I n  May and June  
th e  o y s t e r  b o a ts  s a i l  up and down o v e r th e  beds and dredge th e  seed s t o c k  from  
th e  bottom . The " s p a t s , "  now grown to  about th e  s iz e  o f  a h a l f  d o l la r ,  a re  
ta k e n  to the o y s t e r  h o u se, b ro k e n  o f f  th e  s h e l l s  and t r a n s p la n t e d  to  th e  
p re p a re d  grow ing b e d s, to  w a it  u n t i l  th e y  have re a ch e d  m a rk e ta b le  s iz e .  The 
o ld  o y s t e r  s h e l l s  a re  im m e d ia te ly  re t u rn e d  to  th e  b e d s, as r e q u ir e d  by law , to  
p r o t e c t  f u r t h e r  grow th . The s m a lle r  o y s t e r s  to  be e a te n  raw  a re  g iv e n  fo u r  
y e a rs  to  d e v e lo p ; m e d iu m -size d  o y s t e r s  a re  f i v e  y e a rs  o ld ,  w h ile  la r g e  o y s t e r s  
a re  k e p t u n der c u l t i v a t i o n  f o r  s i x  o r  sev en  y e a r s .

A l l  t h i s  tim e  th e  c ro p  m ust be p ro t e c t e d  from  i t s  n a t u r a l  enem ies —  
s t a r f i s h ,  d ru m fis h  and o y s t e r  d r i l l s .  These l a t t e r  a re  p e rh a p s th e  most v i ­
c io u s  o f  th e  o y s t e r 's  en em ies. They a re  c o n ic a l  s h e lle d  m o llu s c s  t h a t  a t t a c h  
th e m se lv e s to  th e  o y s t e r  s h e l l ,  d r i l l  th ro u g h  and g r a d u a lly  a b so rb  th e  o y s t e r .  
A ls o  t h e r e  i s  d anger from  storm s t h a t  c a r r y  mud o r  sand o v e r th e beds and 
s u ff o c a t e  th e  h e lp le s s  o y s t e r s .

A n o th er enemy o f  th e  o y s t e r  i s  p o iso n o u s o r  too c o ld  w a t e r. A g a in s t  t h i s  
n a tu re  has p ro v id e d  i t s  own p r o t e c t io n .  Around th e  o y s t e r  i s  a membrane 
c a l le d  th e  "m a n tle " th ro u g h  w h ich  a l l  w a te r must p a s s .  T h is  m antle  s t r a in s  
o u t any f o r e ig n  su b sta n c e  and i s  so s e n s i t iv e  t h a t  i t  d e t e c t s  any dangerous


