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The o y s t e r  was a f a v o r i t e  fo o d  o f  th e  In d ia n s  lo n g  b e fo re  th e com ing o f  
the w h ite  man. O ver th e  B u r lin g t o n  P a th  and th e  M in n is in k  T r a i l  from  th e  
m ountains to  th e  se a  th e  In d ia n s  made an n u al p ilg r im a g e s  and h e ld  g re a t  o y s t e r  
f e a s t s .  P i l e s  o f  s h e l l s  a l l  a lo n g  th e  New J e r s e y  c o a s t  b e a r e v id e n c e  o f  th e s e  
se a sid e  p i c n i c s .  The In d ia n s ,  o f  c o u rs e , knew n o th in g  o f  o y s t e r  c u l t iv a t i o n ,  
as we do to d a y . They s im p ly  dug th e  o y s t e r s  from  th e  n a t u r a l  beds w it h  sh a rp  
s t ic k s .  F o r  th e  most p a r t  th e y  a te  them raw ; b u t th e y  a ls o  d r ie d  q u a n t it ie s  
o f them and s t r u n g  them on sin e w s f o r  f u t u r e  u s e . Much o f  th e  wampum u se d  f o r  
c u rre n c y  and d e c o r a t io n  was made from  th e  s h e l l s  o f  o y s t e r s  and c la m s.

A long w it h  sw eet c o rn , s u c c o t a s h , t u r k e y  and c r a n b e r r ie s ,  th e  e a r ly  
s e t t le r s  o f  o u r c o u n t ry  le a r n e d  from  th e  fo rm e r p r o p r ie t o r s  to  a p p r e c ia t e  th e  
s t r a n g e -lo o k in g  b i v a l v e s ,  and, as th e  y e a r s  have p a sse d , we have im proved th e  
c u lt iv a t io n  and m a rk e tin g  o f  t h iB  v a lu a b le  a r t i c l e  o f  d ie t ,  u n t i l  th e  o y s t e r  
in d u s t r y  has re a c h e d  g re a t  p r o p o r t io n s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  an a n n u a l in v e stm e n t o f  
$ 1 8 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  and a g ro s s  b u s in e s s  o f  more th a n  $ 3 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 . I n  New J e r s e y ,  w h ich  
ranks f o u r t h  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  i n  o y s t e r  p ro d u c t io n , about 2 ,0 0 0  a re  em
ployed i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  Jo b s: boatm en, p la n t e r s ,  s o r t e r s ,  s h u c k e rs  and p a c k e r s .

New J e r s e y  was a p io n e e r  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  o y s t e r  p ro p a g a tio n , J u s t  a s  she  
was i n  s c i e n t i f i c  a g r i c u l t u r e .  U nder th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  D r . J u l i u s  N e lso n  o f  
the N .J .  S ta te  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p erim e n t S t a t io n  a t  R u tg e rs  U n iv e r s it y  much was 
le a rn e d  about th e h a b it s  and p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  t h i s  humble c r e a t u r e .  One 
im p o rtant phase o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  c a r r ie d  on by th e s c i e n t i s t s  was th e  
p r o t e c t io n  o f  th e  gro w in g  o y s t e r  from  d is e a s e .  As a consequence a lm o st e v e ry  
o y s t e r-p ro d u c in g  s t a t e ,  th ro u g h  i t s  own S ta te  B oard o f  H e a lth  and i t s  S h e ll  
F is h e r ie s  Com m ission, la y s  down r u le s  g o v e rn in g  th e  g ro w in g  o f  o y s t e r s  and th e  
packin g  and s h ip p in g  o f  them to  m a rk e t. O y ste rs  may be h a n d le d  o n ly  by w o rk e rs  
who have p a sse d  a h e a lt h  e x a m in a tio n , and th e y  may n o t be h a rv e s t e d  from  
w aters t h a t  have been co n ta m in a ted  o r  p o llu t e d .

In  New J e r s e y  o y s t e r s  u se d  t o  be p ro d u ce d  from  R a r it a n  Bay, th e  Shrew s
b u ry R iv e r  and B a rn e g a t B ay. B u t each o f  th e s e  l o c a l i t i e s  h a s become contam
in a te d  o r  found im p r a c t ic a l  f o r  b r e e d in g . I n  th e  lo w e r D elaw are R iv e r  n e a r  
the o u t le t  o f  th e  M a u ric e  R iv e r ,  up th e  M a u ric e  R iv e r  a t  B iv a lv e ,  a t  P o rt  
N o r r is  and a t  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p o in t s  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y  th e  o y s t e r  in d u s t r y  now 
f lo u r is h e s .  The beds a re  n o t p r i v a t e l y  owned, b u t a re  under th e  c o n t r o l  o f  
the S ta te  R ip a r ia n  Com m ission and a re  le a s e d  to  o p e ra t o rs  upon p ro p e r term s  
and c o n d it io n s .  The grounds a re  le a s e d  to  th e same le s s e e s  f o r  c o n tin u o u s  
term s, and a re  c o n t r o l le d  b y  them so lo n g  as th e  l i c e n s e  fe e s  a re  k e p t p a id .  
A l l  le s s e e s  a re  p r o t e c t e d  i n  t h e i r  r i g h t s  to  the s t o c k  on t h e i r  grounds and


