
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

t h re e  f o r t s  to  be p la c e d  i n  f u l l  w ar tim e  w o rk in g  o rd e r  w it h in  72 h o u rs  under
command o f  the o f f i c e r  i n  ch a rg e  a t  F o r t  DuPont on th e  D elaw are s h o re .

A governm ent la u n c h  from  F o r t  M ott ta k e s  v i s i t o r s ,  by s p e c ia l  p e rm issio n  
from  th e  War D epartm ent, to  Pea P a tch  I s la n d .  H ere can  be seen  th e  o ld  g ra n ite  
f o r t  su rro u n d ed  by i t s  4 0 -f o o t  moat, lo o k in g  much as i t  d id  i n  th o se  dark 
days o f  th e  C i v i l  W ar. Many o f  th e  o ld  c a n n o n b a lls ,  w e ig h in g  as much as 107 
pounds, a re  s t i l l  i n  e v id e n c e .

On the ground f l o o r  one o f  th e  b a s t io n  rooms was s e t  a s id e  f o r  a bakery.
The o ld -fa s h io n e d  b r i c k  oven b u i l t  in t o  th e  w a lls  can s t i l l  be se e n . Looking
a t  th e  s iz e  o f  th e oven one w onders how enough b re a d  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  have been 
baked f o r  th e tho usan d s o f  p r is o n e r s .

D u rin g  th e  la t e  '8 0 s  and ’ 90s young p e o p le  from  Salem  h e ld  dances in
th e  guard rooms and p r is o n  rooms on th e  second f l o o r .  But from  th e  tim e of
th e S p a n ish -A m e rica n  War no c i v i l i a n  has been a llo w e d  on th e  is la n d  w ithout
s p e c ia l  p e rm is s io n . Once more, d u rin g  th e  W o rld  W ar, a g a r r is o n  was sta tio n e d
a t F o r t  D elaw are; b u t  no enemy s h ip s  have e v e r  th re a te n e d  th e d e fe n s e s  o f  the 
D elaw are.


