
S T O R I E S  of New Jersey

C o n fe d e ra te  Monument, F i n n 's  P o in t  Cem etery

When th e  number o f  dead exceeded th e  c a p a c it y  o f  th e cem etery on th e  
l i t t l e  is la n d ,  th e  governm ent d e c id e d  to  b u ry  them on th e  J e r s e y  sh o re  a t
F in n 's  P o in t, on what i s  now th e  F o r t  M o tt r e s e r v a t io n .  A governm ent tu g , th e
"O sce o la ," chugged b a c k  and f o r t h  a c r o s s  th e  m ile  o f  w a te r w it h  i t s  lo a d s  o f  
b o d ie s. Long d it c h e s  w ere dug and th e  dead w ere dumped i n .  Once v i t a l ,  
perhaps happy - -  2 ,4 3 6  o f  them w ere throw n in t o  a d it c h  w ith o u t  even th e
q u e stio n a b le  g lo r y  o f  b e in g  sh o t down on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .

As the w ar p ro g re s s e d , th e  p e o p le  o f  Salem , C h e s te r, W ilm in g to n  and  
P h ila d e lp h ia  p ro t e s t e d  t h a t  th e y  w ere not s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r o t e c t e d . The g o v e rn 
ment b u i l t  a system  o f  f o r t i f i o a t i o n s  t h a t  s a t i s f i e d  th e  most t im id .  On th e
Delaware s h o re , F o r t  DuPont was e r e c t e d .  I t  was f i r s t  o c c u p ie d  i n  1864.

A b a t t e r y  was e re c t e d  a f t e r  th e  w ar, a t  F i n n 's  P o in t ,  300 y a rd s  from  th e  
cem etery. D u rin g  th e  S p a n ish -A m e rica n  War th e  d e fe n se s  w ere stre n g th e n e d  and 
two companies o f  c o a s t  a r t i l l e r y  w ere p la c e d  t h e r e .  I n  th e  W o rld  War th e
p o s it io n  was r e f o r t i f i e d  and manned by a la r g e  f o r c e .  S in c e  th e n , how ever,
only a sm a ll d e t a i l  keeps guard a t  F o r t  M o tt.

S i m il a r ly  a t  F o r t  D elaw are a d e t a i l  o f  o n ly  f i v e  men i s  s t a t io n e d  d u rin g
peace tim e s; b u t modern e l e c t r i c a l  d e v ic e s  and th e  l a t e s t  equipm ent p e rm it  th e


