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The h e ro e s o f  th e  C i v i l  War a re  honored on two m em orial days i n  New 
J e r s e y . May 3 0 th  i s  d e d ic a t e d  to  th e  s o ld ie r s  who fo u g h t f o r  th e  U n io n , and 
A p r i l  26th to  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r s .

At F in n ’ s P o in t  N a t io n a l Cem etery, a d jo in in g  the F o r t  M ott r e s e r v a t io n ,  
about f iv e  m ile s  from  Salem , th e F e d e ra l Governm ent, i n  1 9 1 2 , e re c t e d  an 8 5 -  
fo o t monument a t  th e b a se  o f  w h ich  on 12 t a b le t s  a re  in s c r ib e d  th e  names o f  
2,436 s o ld ie r s  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra cy  who d ie d  d u rin g  a c h o le r a  e p id e m ic  i n  F o r t  
D elaw are, where th e y  w ere h e ld  as m i l i t a r y  p r is o n e r s .

To t h i s  s p o t, so uth  o f  th e  Mason and D ixon l i n e ,  b u t w h ic h  rem ained lo y a l  
to the U nion d u rin g  th e  C i v i l  W ar, a group o f  women o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  
D aughters o f  A m erica  jo u rn e y  e v e ry  A p r i l  26 th  to  p la c e  w re a th s  a t  th e  monument 
in  t r ib u t e  to  th e  men who w ere b ro u g h t h e re  f o r  b u r i a l  from  th e  i s l a n d  f o r t  
where th ey  had d ie d ,  f a r  from  t h e i r  homes —  n o t f ig h t in g ,  as th e y  w ould  
p ro b ab ly  have p r e f e r r e d ,  b u t m is e r a b ly  and s lo w ly  o f  n e g le c t  and d is e a s e .

The cem etery, e n c lo s e d  by a g ra y  sto n e  w a l l ,  w it h  i t s  o r d e r ly  rows o f  
g ra v e sto n e s, i t s  w e ll- k e p t  law n s and f i n e  t r e e s ,  i s  an im p r e s s iv e ly  p e a c e fu l  
sp o t. A f r in g e  o f  n a t iv e  b ru s h  and s c ru b  oaks i s  k e p t as a b i r d  r e f u g e .  The 
songs o f  b ir d s  and th e  w ind  i n  th e  t r e e s  a re  th e  o n ly  sounds t h a t  p e n e tra te  
the q u ie t .  L e a d in g  in w a rd  from  th e  e n tra n c e  g a te s  a re  two rows o f  b ro n ze  
p la t e s  on each one o f  w h ich  i s  i n s c r ib e d  a v e rs e  o f  Theodore O ’ H a ra ’ s famous 
poem, "The B iv o u a c o f  th e D ea d ."

One v e rs e  o f  th e poem sounds a solem n n o te :

A t one end o f  th e  cem etery a s m a lle r  monument h o n o rs th e  165 U n ion  
s o ld ie r s ,  o f  the F o r t  D elaw are g a r r is o n ,  who d ie d  i n  th e same e p id e m ic . Now 
th a t the s c a r s  o f  w ar a re  h e a le d , th e  U n ion  s o ld ie r s  a re  a ls o  honored b y  a 
w reath p la c e d  t h e re  by th e  d esce n d a n ts o f  t h e i r  fo rm e r en em ies. O ver th e  
graves o f  a l l ,  th e S t a r s  and S t r ip e s  f l u t t e r  c o n s t a n t ly  i n  th e b re e z e .
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" R e s t  on, embalmed and s a in t e d  deadl 
D ear as th e  b lo o d  ye gave

No im p io u s fo o t s t e p  h e re  s h a l l  t re a d  
The herbage o f  y o u r g ra v e :

Nor s h a l l  y o u r g lo r y  be fo r g o t  
W h ile  Fame h e r  r e c o r d  k e e p s,

O r honor p o in t s  th e  h a llo w e d  sp o t  
Where V a lo r  p ro u d ly  s le e p s . "


